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CHAPTER LVI

HISTORY OF HANCOCK COUNTY

EARLY HISTORY

PIONEERS AND THEIR SETTLEMENTS

	The land lying along the Ohio in this immediate section of the Pan-Handle was not settled upon quite as early as the middle and southern portions.  There were, however, but a few intervening years.  Soon after the people began to settle about Wellsburg, Wheeling and Grave Creek, emigration commenced here.
	The introduction of settlements was made in the year 17--, and from that time on for many years it continued until all the land was taken up.  People came from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and other parts.  They were not confined to any nationality, but among them were found English, Irish, Scotch, Germans and others.
	It is hardly important here to mention the fact of the early condition of the land, covered with its dense timbers, and the home and habitation of the Indian, ravenous beasts and poisonous reptiles, for this is recounted in other portions of the history.
	But when the woodman’s ax was heard echoing and re-echoing through the wild retreats and desolate caverns of the immense forests, and the sound of the hunter’s rifle, as it fell on the game that so plentifully abounded in the valleys and on the hills, it only incensed the more the barbarous inhabitant thereof.
	The Indian became at once so inured to the settlers that they (the whites) were unable to make them believe they would treat them kindly were they willing to be kind to them.  His suspicion bars him against any favorable conclusion.
	By gradation the light of civilization shed its refulgent rays westward driving the Indian by its brilliancy into the darker recesses of the forests.  He at first thought he might chase or kill the pale face as they undertook to settle upon his hunting ground and home.  Whilst he committed many crimes upon the early people he was finally obliged to recede from these lands, and did although very reluctantly.  His indignation was doubly aroused and his thoughts were evilly disposed toward what he considered his intruder.
	Under these circumstances the pioneers were in great danger continually.  The Indian laid in wait for him; prowled about his home at night; watching for an opportunity when he could seize upon them without incurring any mishap to himself.  For some time after the first settlements the pioneers were often greatly annoyed by these treacherous fellows.
	It became necessary for them, whether at home or in the clearing, to have in readiness their gun, for they could not tell at what moment the Indian would make his appearance.  He sulked about, and did many things to decoy the settler.  Sometimes he has been known to drop valuable trinkets upon the ground that the paleface might pause to pick up, and while thus engaged in the act, fire upon him and, if possible, secure his scalp.
	Every period of this seems to produce its men for such things that come to pass.  They are fitted for the certain duties set before them.  And like the pioneer acquit themselves nobly.  The present generation are very unlike those of their forefathers.  A pioneer life is the last life they would choose, nor is it necessary even that they should.  But the contrast is so observable.  Yet, again, on the other hand, what has been the change—the advancement from that period to this?  Would they be prepared to cope with the present improvements?  Most certainly not.

BLOCK HOUSES

	Owing to the perilous condition in which the frontiersmen were exposed buildings were often erected that they might protect themselves from the invasion of their foe.  Many private residences were built in the shape of block houses. There was one built on the farm of Alfred Chapman by is grandfather, besides others and more substantial ones were built by the government for the protection of the whites against the raids of the Indians.  These were sought by them for refuge during the night.
	One of these forts stood on the bank of the Ohio river, a short distance below Hamilton town, and another one was built above where the same village is now situated.  The ground upon which the lower block house stood has been used for a graveyard many years, and quite a number of persons are buried there.  Above the resting place of Nicholas Dawson, who was buried there in the year 1795, there has grown a white oak tree nearly three feet in circumference.           
	
EARLY SETTLERS

	An effort has been made to obtain, as accurately as possible, a list of the first settlers in what is now Hancock county.  The early heroes herewith appended are given from tradition by a few of the older people yet living in the different districts of the county, and it is thought by them to be nearly correct in most every given date:
	John Eaton settled on King’s creek in the yare 1792.
	John Cameron settled on the north fork of King’s creek in 1794.
	A Mr. Butler settled near King’s creek in 1790.
	Oliver Brown settled in the Cove in the year 1790, and was driven out by the Indians	.
	John Harden settled on Harden’s run in about 1797.
	John Wiley settled in 1795.
	James Campbell settled on King’s creek, three miles from its mouth in 1797.
	Alexander Morrow settled in what is now known as Butler district in 1798.
	Robert Campbell settled not far from the mouth of King’s creek in 1797.
	Joseph Ralston settled in Butler district in 1788.
	William Ledlie settled in the county in 1784 and his conveyance of land was from Patrick Henry, governor of Virginia. 
	William Hamilton settled in 1795 and laid out Hamilton town.
	Samuel Baxter settled in now Grant district in 1798.
	John Neslerode settled about 1795.
	Jacob Nessly, near Tomlinson’s run in 1785.
	John Spivy settled on the farm now owned by his son, Nichols Spivy, in about 1794, and about the same time came the Cochrans, Jesse Ellis, Thomas Philson, John Gratehouse, Robert Grafton, the Hamiltons, William Ryon, The Pattersons, who built the first grist mill in the county.
	And in 1800, or near that time, George Baxter, old Mr. Corey and George Wilhelm migrated to the country.
	Alexander Scott settled on the farm now owned by J. C. Scott in 1802.  
	W. W. Evans settled on the farm now owned by Jeremiah C. Evans.
	McCoys’ settled in 1804 near New Cumberland.
	William Hutson settled near Hamilton town in 1808.
	William Chapman settled near New Cumberland in 1785.
	Samuel Williams settled in Holiday’s Cove in 1800.
	William Murry settled where Murry’s mill now stands in 1818.
	William Mercer settled in what is now Grant district in 1823.
	Robert Glass settled in 1813, on mile east of Fairview.
	John Huff settled on the farm now owned by is son, Wm Huff, in 1802
	Hosea Geer settled in 1808.
	John Gallagher settled in 1801.
	James Allison settled in 1780.
            R. Rodgers settled in 1819.
	Samuel E. Marks settled on the farm now owned by Alfred B. Marks in the year 1827.
	George Chapman settled on the farm now owned by his son, Alfred, in 1782.
	Samuel Carson settled on King’s creek, in 1797.
	Hugh Pugh settled on a four hundred acre tract where Fairview is situated, in 1800.
	James Allison settled on the farm now owned by Jonathan Allison, the grandson of James, on the road leading from Fairview to East Liverpool, in about 1800.
	Samuel Allison settled on the Wellsburg road, in about 1800.
	John Johnson settled on the north branch of Tomlinson’s run, in 1802.   At this time there were a number of settlers located here.
	James Danlins settled in 1800.
	Samuel Caruthers settled on the head-waters of Tomlinson’s run, in 1800, and there erected among the first still-houses in what is now Hancock county.  David Pugh also had a small still-house the same run, from 1804 to 1812.
	J. Bailey settled on the north branch of Tomlinson’s run, in 1800.
	Mr. --. Pittenger located here in 1798, settling on the road from Fairview to East Liverpool.
	James Goddard and Jacob Neicewanger settled near Fairview, in 1800.
	W. Rodgers settled in 1795.
	Tomas Bailey, John A. Johnson, John Lowe, David Work and Richard Fowler were early settlers, whose dates of settlement are unknown.
	Christian Braneman settled in 1806.
	W. Hewitt settled in 1801.
	Samuel Banting settled in 1828.
	Wm. Langfitt settled in 1812.
	John Crawford settled on the farm now owned by W. L. Crawford, in 1819.
	Andrew Young settled in 1809.
	Peter Tarr settled in about 1798.  He was a partner in the Old Brooke Furnace, located on King’s creek.  William Griffith settled in the cove on the farm now owned by Benjamin Griffith, in about 1782.  He built a stone house in 1793, which is occupied as a dwelling.  He kept government ammunition in the building for the use of the settlers.
	Col. George Stewart settled in 1790, on the farm now owned by Franklin Stewart.
	Roland Rogers settled in 1819.
	John Edie, a soldier of the War of 1776, settled in now Butler district, in about 1792 or 1793.  he was engaged in making nearly all the surveys for the government that were made in this section of the country for a number of years.
	Abraham Croxon settled on the farm now owned by Alexander Edie, sr., in about 1779 or 1780.
	A Mr. Holliday settled, in about 1776, in what is now known as Holliday’s Cove.
	Samuel and Joseph Ralston, with their father Joseph Ralston, sr., settled on King’s creek, near where the old Ralston mill stands, in about 1783 or 1784.
	In 1775, Philip Bell patented 1.000 acres, including a part of the Cove, and extending back to King’s creek.  The land is now owned by thirteen different parties.
	William Logan settled on King’s creek in about 1785.
	William Brice settled in Hancock in 1818.
	Jacob Nessly settled on Tomlinson’s run in 1785, and owned all the land along the Ohio river for a mile back, and extending as far up as opposite Wellsville, a distance of five miles.  His first improvement was on the farm now owned by Jacob N. Brown.  The fight between Andy Poe and Big Foot was on Nessly’s land at the mouth of Tomlinson’s run.  Nessly built a block house on his land for protection against the Indians.  The government’s block house was built on his grounds, which was used as headquarters for the guards and spies who were engaged in watching the movements of the Indians.  Isaac Mills, James Downing and George Folks, the latter of whom was captured and held captive by the Indians for a number of years and then made his escape, and with the above named two persons acted as spies.  When Mr. Nessly made his settlement on the said tract, he improved it as fast as possible, at different places along the river, and planted orchards.  A number of the fruit trees then planted by him, bear fruit nearly every season.  He erected a distillery on his property in about the year 1803.  The stone building used for his malthouse is still standing.
	Jacob J. Tope settled in Holliday’s Cove in 1818.
	William Ledlie purchased a tract of land containing 719 acres from Abraham Edie, in 1784.  Said tract is now owned by three different parties, namely James M. Crawford, William S. Crawford and Thomas Anderson.  It is located on King’s creek.  The creek derived its name from one King who was the first settler on said stream.  It was formerly known and called Indian creek, when in Youghiogheny  county.	

POE AND BIG FOOT

	The famous fight between Andrew Poe, and his brother Adam, and the Indian known as “Big Foot, “ familiar to every school boy throughout the land, occurred at the mouth of Tomlinson’s run, in Hancock County.  It will be found fully described in the chapter on “Events and Noted Characters of the Border Warfare.”

WILLIAM RODGERS KILLED BY INDIANS

	Along in the year 1795, a man by the name of William Rodgers, settled in what is now known as Grant District, Hancock county, on the land at present in the possession of  a  Mr. Allison. 
	He had erected a small cabin in the woods, and was endeavoring to clear enough land about him to raise a few articles for food, as were also those of his neighbors who had located some little distance from him.  He owned several cows that were permitted to graze upon the grass that might be found through the dense forests.  Often these cattle strayed off so far that they could not or did not come home when they were needed. It was no uncommon occurrence, and frequently Mr. Rodgers was obliged to search for them through the woods until night overtook him, and sometimes returned to his home without the cows, but he had never met with any accidents or molestations.  He had time and again seen the Indians prowling around the neighborhood, but he and his family gave them little concern.  He had occupied his premises nearly a year, during which time he lived undisturbed.  Indians occasionally stopped to beg something to eat, but never manifested the least hostility towards them.  Although mean and dastardly tricks were being done to many of the settlers in other localities by the Indians of various tribes, his house and family, and even the immediate community had passed along, undisturbed.  But the sneaking, thieving, lazy and unprincipled red skins were only decoying him.  They were wanting him to feel secure, that they might have the better opportunity to obtain his scalp.  Rodgers, however, was not at all cowardly, in fact that was an unknown principle in the pioneers of that day, but his bravery in this instance was rather derogatory to himself, for had he been a  little cowardly he evidently would have taken the precaution to turn his footsteps homeward when the luminary of day declined behind the western slopes, instead of roaming around through the dense timbers, in  search of his cows, as was his practice.
	One evening in the fall of 1796, the cows failed to put in an appearance and it was growing late.  He being somewhat fearful of their return, started in pursuit of them.  Whilst searching through the woods, least expecting to be attacked by Indians, as it is supposed, he was discovered by them, who were just out on a stealing and massacreing expedition.  He was shot, scalped and his body left lying in a terribly mutilated condition.  He not returning that night as soon as was expected by is family, they were suspicious and considerably alarmed, feeling that something dreadful had taken place.  As soon as possible (the neighbors being apprised of his disappearance), an effort to ascertain his whereabouts was made, and after a short search along an Indian trail, the body was found scalped and otherwise mutilated.  Near the place where he met with his death, the neighbors interred the remains.  The Indians who perpetrated the deed went undiscovered, and were presumed to have crossed the Ohio at the mouth of Yellow creek, they being tracked to that point.  It is supposed that the object in crossing at this time was to steal and plunder from the sparsely settled whites and return over the river with their spoils.  This was no uncommon trick for the red skins to play upon the first settlers of the country.  No doubt other stories similar to this one could be related by those who witnessed and experienced the hard and dangerous times of pioneer life, were they still living.
	The above is given nearly as the author has received it from some of the older citizens of the county, who vouch for its authenticity.

THE MURDER OF THOMAS CAMPBELL AND CHILD BY THE INDIANS

	When the Indians were driven back across the Ohio river by the rapid emigration of the whites, it made them still more savage toward their pale-faced foe.  The red man would cross the river, at convenient points along its meanderings into sparsely settled localities, bent upon the intent of stealing and scalping the men, women and children that were unprotected.
	In the spring of 1782 a man by the mane of Thomas Campbell, who resided in a long cabin on the bank of King’s creek, near where Ralston’s grist mill now stands, one day, during sugar-making season, returned from a small camp he had over the brow of a hill with a vessel containing the syrup, and being considerably fatigued from performing the labor attending saccharine camps, concluded that he would take charge of the child whilst his wife might go and bring to the house a remaining vessel of molasses. She had not gone far from the cabin, however, merely reaching the top of the hiss, when she heard Indians in the direction of her home.  As she turned to look back an Indian, noticed her from the foot of the hill, fired a shot at her which, luckily, unharmed her.  Observing the perilous situation she and her family were in, she ran with all speed to the nearest neighbors, the farm now owned by James Gardner, to inform them of the presence of Indians and the expected murder of her husband and child.  A posse of men proceeded at once in the direction of the log cabin, but before they could possibly have reached the place the murder and thieving had been committed by the red-skins.  The neighbors, upon reaching the spot, found the man lying dead within the doorway and the child, from appearances, had been caught by the heels and its brains knocked out against the side of the log cabin. Mr. Campbell had evidently reached for his gun, for it lay where he fell. He and the child were both scalped.  The Indians were pursued, but were not overtaken.  Their foul deed was perpetrated in this instance without retribution.

WILLIAM LANGFITT’S NARROW ESCAPE.

	In the year 1785 or 1790, a respectable gentleman by the name of William Langfitt, settled near where Hookstown, Pa., is now situated, and erected a cabin and cleared a small portion of ground for the purpose of raising corn.  He remained there but a short time, owing to the rumored hostilities of the Indians and their inhuman actions upon the settlers in or near that neighborhood.  As he felt somewhat insecure, he concluded to remove his wife to her folks (Mr. Campbell) on King’s creek, near the river.  After having raised a small crop of corn and safely stowing it away, then arranged their household, taking with them such articles as were most valuable and started for his wife’s people to remain during the winter.  Their destination was reached in safety.  Early the next spring Mr. Langfitt concluded to go back and get his corn, of which there still remained four sacks full.  In company with a Mr. John Garren, he setout on horseback on his journey for his home in the woods.  In due season the place was found and the corn discovered undisturbed.  The horses were each loaded with two sacks of corn a piece and then their heads turned homeward by their drivers.  They had not proceeded far, however, having reached the land now owned by Swearingen, when a number of shots were fired at them.  They were riding along in single file, and Mr. Langfitt was considerably in advance of Garren.  Some Indians had concealed themselves near the foot path, and when they had gone a short distance past them, raised up and all took dead aim at the two whites and fired upon them.  Three bullets passed through the lobe of Mr. Langfitt’s left lung, and one of the bullets struck his left arm, breaking it, after having passed through his body.  All three struck a small hickory tree near by, and so close were the bullet holes that they could be covered with one hand.
	Mr. Langfitt heard the screams of his companion, but was fainting way so rapidly that he merely had presence of mind enough to lay close to his horse’s mane as it sped through the narrow road.  He was discovered and picked up near the old fort not far from Frankfort Springs, about four miles from where he was shot.  His horse carried him there.  When found he was still clinging to his faithful animal.  He lay there for a number of months, but finally recovered entirely from his wounds and died at the age of ninety-six years.  His companion was never heard from after that.  A number of years later, when the land there was cleared, a gun barrel was found, which was thought by some as being his.

THE FURNACE OF THE LAST CENTURY AND THE IRON FORGE OF
THE YEAR 1800

	In an early day, somewhere between 1790 and 1800, there was erected a furnace on King’s creek, now Butler district, where the manufacture of iron was continued for a number of years.  It was built by a man named Grant, and, it appears, was run by a company of which Grant was a partner.  The firm, however, failed, and then it was operated by Connell, Tarr & Co., who likewise failed.  In the immediate neighborhood of where this furnace stood, iron ore is more plentiful.  The old ruins of this building can still be seen.  It may seem strange to the people of this day that the coal, abundant as it is, was not then used at all, but that the immediate vicinity was stripped of its wood, the bulk of which was first charred, for use in the furnace. The lining of the furnace was composed of a kind of stone which seems to have increased in durability and hardness as the heat was intense.  The interior is so well preserved that nothing but the removal of the support will cause it to fall.  Most of the metal there produced was moulded on the ground into skillets, kettles, grates, &c., which found a market at the furnace, the purchasers being from the sparsely settled region for twenty-five miles in all directions.  Many of these articles that were manufactured there are yet preserved and still in use.  The residue of the metal, crude and manufactured, was transported over the hills to Wellsburg, the home and business place of John Connell and Peter Tarr, owners of the manufactory.  The furnace ceased operations along in 1812 or 1815.

THE IRON FORGE

On King’s creek, below where the Campbell’s bridge spans the creek, William Griffith erected an iron forge in 1800, which was operated for a number of years.  The principal part of the iron malleated here was boated down from the furnaces locate on the Cheat river, a branch of the Monongahela, through the same to the Ohio and thence to the mouth of King’s creek, where it was loaded on wagons and hauled up the creek to the forge.  Metal was also used from the King’s creek furnace.  It is said that the best quality malleable iron was made here.

THE MANUFACTURE OF GUNPOWDER

	About the year 1795 a small gunpowder manufactory was started on the farm now in the possession of George Baxter by a man named Nesselroad, who had emigrated somewhere from the east and located, about the year alluded to, on that place.  Here he built a log cabin and followed making gunpowder for nearly six years.  At that early date powder and lead were very scarce, being of course in great demand by the settlers they brought a nice round price.  Game abounded in the forests in large quantities, and in order to secure it ammunition must be had by them.  Besides, to have none, placed the frontiersmen in a bad and dangerous position—no defence against the momentary attack of the Indian or wild animals that then inhabited the country.  This Nessleroad thought to accommodate the pioneers as well as for his own pecuniary benefit manufactured powder and supplied those in that neighborhood with the article at a dollar per pound.  His process for making it was a very slow one, as he was compelled to make his own ingredients—saltpeter, charcoal and sulphur.  The process in which it was manufactured was without the requisition of machinery, being confined to hand-made altogether.  The charcoal was ground fine by friction caused by the rubbing of two stones with flat surfaces together.  Similar to what was well known by the early settlers as the hand-mills, which was used for the pulverizing of corn into meal.  The other ingredients received like treatment.  This was rather slow work, but the refining, which immediately followed the grinding, must have been still slower.  The mill, if it can be so called, continued for nearly six years.  A few years ago evidences of this establishment could yet be seen, but now there remains no marks where it stood.

THE TEUTONS’ VOTES.

	When this county formed part of Brooke, in the early days, it was customary for the voters who wished to vote, to go to Wellsburg, that being the only place of voting within the county.  Alone in 1815, there was an election coming off, which was expected by the politicians to be very close.  Under these circumstances, all the citizens entitled to a vote, were earnestly urged to the polls.  There were three candidates in the field, and each one had his political tricksters out electioneering.  They rode over the length and breadth of the county, hailing every one whom they might meet to go to the pools and vote for so-and-so.  At this time there lived in the northern extremity of Brooke, two Germans, named respectively Neicewnager and Goddard, who never attended elections, and by the way very little acquainted with the laws of the land, and were easily made to believe anything that might be told them.  The politicians called on them, and attempted to electioneer.  But neither could be made interested in the affair.  About all that they said was to shake their heads, and in their own tongue, uttered “Nein.”  One of them said, “ I no don’t care for some of dese bolitical matters what you speaks,” and the other said, “des mox nix ouse.”  Finally they were made to believe that in case they failed to go and vote, a fine would be imposed upon them.  With such positiveness was this told them, that they thought it must be true.  At once they became frightened, and saddled their horses and off to Wellsburg they went.  But when they reached the voting place, they were informed that they could vote or let it alone.  No fine would subject them to perform this act.  When this was ascertained, the Teutons got very angry to know that they had been deceived in that way.  Stubbornness seized them at once, and all that the candidates could do to get them to vote, proved to no avail.  
	Voting then was conducted on the viva voce plan, and the polls were kept open for three successive days.	Neicewanger and his neighbor Goddard concluded, as they had traveled thirty-one miles to vote, they would vote for each other.
	“Well” said the judge, “Mr. Neicewanger, who do you want to vote for?”
	“Ov dese candidates I no like some, und I wotes for Jim Gottard.”
	He was imformed by the judge that Goddard was not a candidate.
	“I wotes for Jim Gottard anyhow,” he replied.
	The folks tried to reason with him, but it was no use; he only said:
	“I wotes for Jim Gottard every dimes.”
	And when Goddard was asked the same question, he said:
	“Me wotes for Neicewanger.”
	This was so good a joke that the laugh which followed by the listening crowd almost brought the house down.

PRIMITIVE SCHOOLS, SCHOOL HOUSES AND TEACHERS.

	Little opportunity was afforded the children of the early settlers for obtaining an education.  There was no law providing for schools, no tax levied for that purpose, or any other funds set apart for the payment of teachers in that day.  The only alternative, under the circumstances, was resorted to by the citizens, and that was to raise by voluntary contributions sufficient means to employ some respectable person I whom could be place implicit confidence to teach their offspring, because they fully realized the necessity and usefulness of even the limited knowledge the children might secure.  Reading, writing and arithmetic comprised the studies then.  When one received an inkling of these branches and got along pretty well, he was considered, it is said; a scholar among them.
	Log cabin school houses were built here and there where the settlements occurred more numerous, by the people meeting on a certain day, understood by them, for the purpose of erecting cabins.  This was done repeatedly.  The cabins, as we are informed. were usually about 18x22 feet, and from seven to eight feet high; and constructed of round logs.  A description of a log cabin in this connection will not be amiss, and to give the youthful reader an idea of some of the peculiarities of such cabins.  They were built of round logs, the size being suited to the peculiar wants or notions of the builders.  When raised to a sufficient height to prepare for the roof a log was laid across each end o the building, projection on each side of the house about eighteen inches; these logs being three feet longer than those below, and were intended to support logs laid on them, called “butting pole,” against which the first row of clapboards were made to rest.  The building is then ready for “cobbing off,”  as it was called, which is done by putting a long on each side, perpendicularly with the main building; then a log on each end, and on them again one on each side, but far enough from the outside of the building to form a sufficient slope for the roof, and on which the boards used for a covering were laid, (and in the absence of boards, logs and bark off of trees, and moss and leaves often furnished the covering,) then another log on each end, these being necessarily about four feet shorter than those immediately below them, and on these end logs another pair of side logs, laid still farther in toward the middle of the building, and ranging with those below them, and so on until it is finished off with a single log on top and middle of the building.  Then it is ready for covering, which is done with boards, split out of different kinds of wood, about four feet long, from eight to twelve inches wide, and about one and a half inches in thickness.  These are laid on without nailing, but confined to their places by small logs laid on each course.  To stop the crevices between the logs pieces of wood were driven in, called “daubing,” this was sometimes done inside and out.  The inside finish was, in all respects, as rough as the outside appearance.  The floors were laid with timbers, called “puncheon,” which was usually from eight to ten feet long, and made as broad as the logs would admit, and about four inches thick.  The door was also made of these same “puncheons,” and hung on wooden hinges, and fastened with a wooden latch.
	To those familiar with the days of log cabins, the phrase so often used, “the latch string is out,” is clearly understood.  This latch or fastening was made of wood, and in order to enable those from without to enter the dwelling, a small string was attached to the latch (which was always on the inside) and passed through the door to the outside, and hence to prevent the entrance of any person, the inmates would pull in the latch string, so that when it was not seen on the outside of the door, it was evidence that no one could be admitted.  Two windows were usually all that was considered necessary  in a log cabin.  This was made by cutting out one log on either side of the room nearly the length of the building and then closing up by putting in small sticks, in the form of sash, and pasting greased paper over them to cause it to admit the light more readily.  A fire place was used instead of stoves which were then almost unknown.  These fire places were made by cutting out a hole in one end of the building, in some cases large enough to pass a two horse wagon through the cavity.  On the outside of the house, and connected with this, the chimney was built of wood and mortar, sometimes lined on the inside with stone and mortar immediately adjoining the fire place.  In front of the fire place was a large space left in the floor, called the hearth, and was usually covered with flat stone, and hence the old phrase “hearth stone.”  The seats were made out of split timber, with legs in them so long that very few feet were able, after being properly seated, to touch the floor.  One object at least was attained by this arrangement of seats, viz: the pupils were so elevated above the floor as to be unable to make any noise with their feet, but whatever good was attained by this was counteracted by causing the scholars to sit in this   
unpleasant posture during school hours.
	As nearly as can be ascertained from the older settlers still living the first school within their recollection in now Hancock County, was started in a log house built for that purpose, and stood where Smith’s mill now stands, by W. H. Grafton 1811 or1812.
	D. Pentecost taught a term of school in a house that stood near where Robert Morrow now lives, in Butler district, in about 1813, and he was succeeded the following year by John McMinner, who only taught one term also.
	Henry Holmes taught in an old school house near the Flats church in 1822.  Thomas Bambrick taught in the same school house commencing in the latter part of the year 1822, and continued for several winters. A log cabin school house stood near the Paws spring, on the farm now owned by J. C. Evans, and used for school purposes a number of years.  It was built in 1820, or about that date.  Children went two and three miles to attend school.  The first teachers were John McConn, Thomas Dill, Bambrick Claton, and Miss Philena Fair.
	In an early day there was a school house stood on the farm in the possession of Robert Prosser, and one on the Alex Bunting farm.
	William Ledlie taught in a log house situated on a piece of ground now owned by I. N. Young:  He taught a number of terms between the years 1784 and 1815.  He taught surveying in connection with the common school branches.
	James Rainey taught between the years 1810 and 1820 in a school house, located near William Wyles, which was soon afterward destroyed by fire.
	For a great many years a log house occupied the site where the Jefferson school is situated.  William Lang, B. S. Forbs, 	 L. W. Beall and Samuel Wilcoxon, taught here along in 1827, 1828 and 1829.  This house was used until 1850.
	        Hugh Laird taught for a number of terms in Holliday’s Cove and vicinity in the years 1790 to 1815 or 1820.
	David Goorley was one of the early teachers in the Jefferson school house.  He taught in 1825.
On the site of the Liberty schoolhouse stood a log school building that was erected in about 1808, and Hugh Laird taught here a short time, soon after it was built.  1838 the house was torn away and a hewed log house took its place, and used until 1848, then a brick house was erected, which remained until 1860, and then replaced by the present frame building.
Charles Stewart taught a school in a log cabin that stood near Nessley’s mill, along in 1825 or 1826.
Mark McGarven taught in 1811, in a cabin on a branch of Tomlinson’s run.
Mark McGovern taught a term of school in a log cabin, located about one mile down the run from where Allison’s present residence is standing, in Grant district, in about 1811.  Among the scholars were James and Robert Hewitt, a Miss Kirk, Samuel and Sarah Micks, Charles Allison.  A Mr. Martin, Isaac Bailey and Thomas Thompson, also taught in that neighborhood in an early day.
James Daubins taught a term of school in now Grant district in 1819.
	In the year 1820, David Edie taught a term in an old log school house that stood on the farm now owned by George Chambers.  And in the following year David Cameron taught a term in the same house.  The Camerons, Pittengers, Swearingens, Harts, Carsons and others attended.
Mr. Brandon, an Irishman, taught where the Fairview Presbyterian Church now stands in 1818.
McCoy followed Brandon in about the year 1820, and taught a few years in the town of Fairview.  On the holidays, one year, the scholars demanded a treat and closed the doors and windows of the house against their teacher until he would promise to treat.  The wages teachers received in that early day did not justify a luxury of this sort, and of course he absolutely refused to countenance anything of the kind, and insisted upon coming in the building, which the children, who were all within the house, refused absolutely his admission without their wishes were gratified. It was a cold blustery day, and the teacher was getting cold standing around outside.  He had made every effort imaginable to gain an entrance, but had been outwitted in every attempt.  Finally a new idea seemed to take a hold.  It was to crawl down the large chimney, which he proceeded to do.  This caused great commotion below, for they perceived at once what was going on, and they immediately placed more fuel on the fire, and the master gladly retreated up the chimney, almost choked to death.  He saw that all efforts were futile and concluded lastly to settle the affair by treating, which he did.

PRIMITIVE PREACHING.

	The first preaching done in now Hancock county, dates back to 1798.  Rev’s Marquis, Hughes, and Macurdy, were the earliest ministers in this section.  Along in those days, the people came a great distance to preaching.  Services were held in the open air.  Accommodations for seating the folks resembled in many respects those of the modern camp-meeting style.  Only, instead of being made out of sawed boards, they were split timber, with pins driven in for legs.  The costume of the people would not compare with the elegance of dress now seen on the campgrounds.  They came, carrying their loaded guns, with moccasins and hunting dress on.  During the preaching of the Word of God, some four or five persons would be stationed around some little distance from the rest, guarding against the Indians, for fear they might unexpectedly slip upon them and massacare the whole party.  The assemblages were usually small.  They would gather in from ten and eleven miles distant.  These meetings were held alternately in different localities throughout the summer season.  This was of holding meetings was practiced until the country became more thickly populated and then log churches were erected.
	These exercises lasted during the greater portion of the day, and on the Sabbath only.  The settlers carried their food with them to these meetings.  It is said that they were 
enjoyable occasions.






















					CHAPTER LVII.
		
ERECTION OF HANCOCK COUNTY

	In the earlier days of Brooke county, there were no roads by which to guide the pioneers.  Only a few Indian trails led here and there, with almost indistinct indentation, which perhaps were of less importance than the paths soon made by the primitive settlers.  As early as possible, roads were laid out, but, of course, were very poor for many years, even as late as 1840 and later.  This county being a long, narrow strip, bordered on the east by Pennsylvania and on the west by Ohio, the northern portion found great inconvenience in reaching the county seat.  The roads were in such a condition that travel was almost impossible.
	For a number of years previous to the erection of Hancock, the question had been considerably agitated by the people living in the northern portion of Brooke for a division of the county, whilst those residing more centrally wished for the county seat to be removed to Holliday’s Cove, which would make the seat of justice near the center of Brooke County, and would be more convenient for the taxpayers and the people generally.  This, of course, met with hearty approval from the farmers in the northern district, though not regarded quite as well as the erection of a new county: but it was known to them that even such a change would prove advantageous to them.  The most northern portion of the county was not able of itself to make the division without the co-operation of other portions of the county, and fully realized its short hand in this respect.  The population in the southern part of Brooke was so much larger, that with the little assistance even it might receive from the central portion, it has ever been able to carry things as it desired, whether it was thought derogatory to the interests of the northern farmer or not.
	Finally the subject of forming a town at Holliday’s Cove and removing the seat of justice to that point was introduced before the people, which would have placed the county seat nearly in the center of Brooke.  Holliday’s Cove is situated opposite Steubenville, on the east bank of the Ohio river.  This question seemed to meet with likes and dislikes, but apparently began gaining favor, until the people living near Wellsburg, becoming somewhat fearful of losing the county court house, at once coincided with the northern portion for a division, thinking that much the best course of pursue in the emergency.  Brooke county extended from the Ohio river on the north to where 
Short creek empties into the Ohio on the south, a distance of over forty miles.  The distance being so great and the roads in such bad condition, made it quite inconvenient for those living above Holliday’s Cove to reach Wellsburg and transact such business as was usually required to be transacted.
	A petition was carried by Hon. Thomas Brambrick, who was them a member of the Legislature, elected from Brooke county, and a resident of Fairview, praying for the formation of a new county.
	Among some of the most prominent men who were instrumental in effecting a division are the names of David Pugh, Peter Pugh, John Mayhue, Andrew Henderson, David Willy, and others.
	The act creating Hancock County is given below, showing the boundaries of same, with regulations, etc.
THE ACT.

An ACT establishing the county of Hancock out of the northern end of Brooke county.

				    Passed January 15, 1848.

	Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That all that part of the northern or upper end of the county of Brooke, contained within the following boundary lines, to-wit:  Beginning on the Ohio river at the ledge of rocks commonly called and known as “Williams rocks;” thence by straight line to the toll gate on the Holliday’s Cove turnpike road; thence a due east course to the Pennsylvania state line; thence (from the point of intersection or meeting with said state lines), with and along said Pennsylvania state line, north to the Ohio river; thence with and along the said Ohio river, as it meanders, to the place of beginning, shall form one distinct and new county, and be called and known by the name of Hancock county.
	The governor shall commission as justices of the peace for the said new county all the justices of the peace now in commission in the county of Brooke, whose dwelling houses shall be included within the boundary of the said new county of Hancock, after the commencement of this act; and they shall be commissioned, in point of seniority, according to the dates of their present commissions, respectively; all of whom shall (before entering upon or exercising any of the duties of said office) take several oaths, and within the time now required by law of persons commissioned as justices of the peace; which oaths may be administered by any justice of the peace remaining in commission in the county Brooke; and the justice or justices who may administer such oaths, shall grant a certificate of the fact from under his or their hand and seal of office, and which certificate shall be by the justices so qualified, delivered to the clerk of the county court of Hancock county, who shall record the same in his office and preserve the original therein: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so constructed as to prevent any justice of the peace now in commission for the county of Brooke, and residing within the boundary of the new county of Hancock, from exercising the duties of his office as and for the said county of Brooke until the organization of the said county of Hancock, on the second Monday in April next as hereinafter prescribed.
	A county court for the county of Hancock, shall be holden by the justices thereof on the second Monday in each and every month, after the same shall have been organized in the manner prescribed by law for other counties of this commonwealth, and as shall be by law and their commissions directed.
	The permanent place for holding the several courts for the county of Hancock, now required by law to be holden for the several counties of this commonwealth, shall be at the town of New Manchester, unless otherwise determined by the vote of the majority of the lawful voters of the county, taken and ascertained in the following manner:  It shall be the duty of the sheriff, other officers and commissioners conducting elections in the county of Hancock, at the several places of holding elections in said new county for a delegate to the general assembly, at the time of taking the poll for the next annual election of such delegate to open a separate poll for the purpose of ascertaining the sense f the people of said county of Hancock, whether a majority of them prefer the town of New Manchester or New Cumberland, as the permanent site for the seat of justice for said new county.  The said polls shall contain two columns, one headed “For New Manchester as the site for the court house,” and the other headed “For New Cumberland as the site for the court house,” and the names of the voters shall be written in that column headed with the name of the place voted for.  The Sheriff, other officers and commissioners conducting said elections shall poll the vote of every person claiming the right to vote, who is qualified according to the constitution and laws of this commonwealth to vote for delegate to the general assembly; and also the vote of every white male citizen of said county of the age of twenty-one years and upwards who has resided in the boundary of said new county, as hereby established one entire and continuous year next before the said election, and who was assessed with a part (his due proportion) of the county levy for said preceding year (or at the last assessment of the county levy), and has actually paid the same.
	Provided, That any such voter does not labor under any legal or constitutional disability.  The sheriff, other officers and commissioners conducting said poll at the time and place aforesaid, shall proceed with, certify and return the same to the clerk of the county court of said new county of Hancock, in the same manner in all respects as they are required by law to proceed with, certify and return the poll taken by them for a delegate to the general assembly, and shall be liable to the like penalties for similar failures as therein provided against.  If it shall appear to the said sheriff, other officers and commissioners, after examining the polls required to be taken and returned as aforesaid, and striking there from the names of all such persons as, in the opinions of a majority of them, are not entitled to vote according to the provisions of this act, that a majority of the votes taken are in favor of either of said places as voted for, the fact shall be certified by them to the county court of said new county of Hancock; whereupon such place, so having a Majority of votes, shall be the permanent place for holding the courts of the new county of Hancock, now required by law to be holden for the several counties of this commonwealth, and conducting business incident thereto. And if, at the close of the examination of the polls so taken, it shall appear that an equal number of votes have been given in favor of each of said places voted for, then the high sheriff of said county of Hancock, as in elections for a delegate under similar circumstances, shall elect and decide between the two said places. And thereupon the county court of Hancock county shall provide a lot or lots of land at such place so designated, not exceeding two acres, (unless land be furnished by donation, in which case the justices of said county may take and hold the same, provided such donation shall not exceed five acres, and a full and satisfactory title, as herein required can and shall be made thereto,) upon which to erect a court house and such other necessary public building and fixtures as the convenience of the county requires, under existing laws, for holding courts and conducting business incident thereto, in the manner, now required by law, where land shall not be already  provided and appropriated for that purpose.  And said court shall cause said buildings and fixtures to be constructed at the charge of the county of Hancock by levy, in the manner now prescribed by law.  The title to any such land, purchased as aforesaid for valuable consideration, or furnished in free gift, (as the case may be,) shall be made in fee simple to four, or more, justices of the peace for the said county of Hancock, and their successors in office, in trust for the use and benefit of said county.
	The justices of he peace, commissioned and qualified as aforesaid for the county of Hancock, shall meet at the house, now the residence of Samuel C. Allison, situate in New Manchester, on the second Monday in April next.  The whole number of said justices commissioned and qualified as aforesaid, having been summoned by the acting sheriff or his deputy or deputies of the now county of Brooke, to attend on that day; and it is hereby made the duty of said sheriff of this now county of Brooke aforesaid, to summon said justices to attend as aforesaid, at least ten days before the time of meeting fixed as aforesaid, under the penalty of forfeiting and paying not less than fifty dollars for the benefit of the literary fund, recoverable as other fines imposed by law on sheriffs and their deputies for similar omissions of duty.  And two –thirds of the said justices being present, (Otherwise those who do attend, may adjourn from day to day, and from time to time, until two-thirds be present,) shall proceed to appoint a clerk for the county court, an attorney for the commonwealth to prosecute and defend her interests in said court, (or may adjourn said latter appointment to a subsequent term, not later than the third term after said first meeting, if not fully so informed as to make a judicious appointment of such attorney at said first meeting,,) a commissioner of the revenue, and a surveyor for the said county of Hancock, and also at the same time, the necessary number of school commissioners for said new county, or at some early day thereafter, if at that time the said justices shall not be fully or sufficiently informed, as to make advisedly a judicious and proper appointment as to such school commissioners.  The said justices shall also at the same time, nominate to the governor, suitable persons to be commissioned as sheriff and coroner for said new county; and fix upon such place, and some suitable house in said county, as may seem most convenient for holding the courts thereof, until the necessary public building shall be constructed at such place as shall be determined upon by the majority of the lawful voters of the said new county in the manner aforesaid.  And said justices shall cause all the said appointments, orders and proceedings made and had aforesaid, and particularly as mentioned and required by the provisions of this section, to be entered of record in their said county court.
	It shall be lawful for the sheriff or other collector lawfully appointed, of the county of Brooke, to collect by distress or other lawful mode, any public dues or officers’ fees which may remain unpaid by such of he inhabitants of the county of Brooke as will be included within the boundary of the said county of Hancock, at the time when this act shall commence and be in force; and such sheriff or other collector, shall be accountable for the same in like manner, and under the same fines, forfeitures and penalties, as if this act had never passed.  
	The courts of the county of Brooke shall have and retain jurisdiction of all actions and suits depending before them on the second Monday in April next, and shall try and determine the same, and award execution thereon, when necessary, except in cases in which both parties reside within the new county; which last mentioned cases (together with the papers appertaining thereto) shall after that day be removed to the courts of the county of Hancock, and there tried and determined as other cases.
	The said county of Hancock shall be in and attached to the same judicial circuit with the county of Brooke and the circuit superior courts of law and chancery thereof shall be holden on the twenty-fifth day of May and on the twenty-fifth day of October in every year; and shall be in the same militia brigade district wit the county of Brooke; and shall be in the same congressional district, the same senatorial district, and the same electoral district (for choosing electors for president and vice-president of the United States) with the county of Brooke.
	The courts of quarterly sessions for the said county of Hancock shall be holden in the months of January, April, June and October, in every year.
	The boundary lines of the said new county, as described and established by this act, shall be run and marked in the manner prescribed by the act entitled “an act for making more effectual provisions for running and marking the boundaries of new counties” passed on the eleventh day of February, in the year eighteen hundred and forty-five.
	The said new county of Hancock and the county of Brooke shall constitute one electoral district, and together send one delegate to the house of delegates in the general assembly of Virginia, until a reapportionment of representation shall take place, or until otherwise ordered by the said general assembly.  And all separate elections heretofore authorized to be holden in and fore the county of Brooke, and falling within the boundary of the new county of Hancock, shall be conducted for the said new county in the same manner as heretofore for the county of Brooke until it shall be ascertained whether either or any such are unnecessary for the said new county; and upon the fact of any being unnecessary and being represented to the general assembly, upon notice given in the manner required for establishing a separate election, may be discontinued.  It shall be the duty of the county court of Hancock county, at its first term, or as soon thereafter as convenient or necessary, according to law, to appoint as many persons as may be requisite to perform the duties of sheriff at the several places of holding separate elections in said county of Hancock, and who shall attend at the court house of Brooke county to compare the polls, and to perform such other duties as are required by law of sheriffs and their deputies in that behalf, and who shall be liable to the same penalties as are now imposed by law on sheriffs and their deputies for failing or refusing to hold separate elections, or other omissions of duty in that behalf; and the said court shall also appoint as many superintendents of election as are required by law, for the polls to be taken at the court house and other places of voting in the said new county of Hancock.  The persons hereby required to be appointed to attend and compare the polls shall take with them fir copies of all the original polls taken in said new county of Hancock.
	And be it further enacted, that the treasurer of the school commissioners of the county of Brooke shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required to pay to the treasurer of the school commissioners of the new county of Hancock, upon the order of the school commissioners of said new county, out of the fixed and surplus quotas of the school fund of the said county of Brooke, for the present fiscal year (ending in eighteen hundred and forty-eight.) such sum as shall seem to them to be in due proportion to the population of the said new county of Hancock, taken from that of the said county of Brooke, including any balance remaining unexpended, as also of the due proportion as aforesaid accruing from such quotas to which Brooke county is or my be entitled for any former year. And it shall be the duty of the second auditor to re-apportion the fixed and surplus school quota of the county of Brooke for the next fiscal year, and subsequent years, between the said county of Brooke and the new county of Hancock, agreeable to their respective number of white tithables which may be returned therein by the commissioners of the revenue for the present year eighteen hundred and forty-eight.
	This act shall commence and be in force from and after the passing thereof.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST COUNTY COURT HELD IN HANCOCK COUNTY

	In pursuance of an Act of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, passed January 15, 1848, the county of Hancock was established out of the northern end of Brooke county, and the first county court was organized on the tenth day of April, 1848, at the house of Samuel C. Allison, which is now known as the Manchester House.  John Pittenger, David Pugh, Andrew Henderson, John Gardner, David Wylie, Wm. H. Grafton and John Mayhew were the justices constituting said court.  The court elected John H. Atkinson, clerk; Robert Brown, prosecuting attorney; Josiah A. Adams, commissioner of the revenue; Thomas J. Hewitt, surveyor; and appointed the following commissioners of election: For New Manchester, James Hewitt, George Baxter, Thomas Elder, Robert Herron, David Pugh of Peter.  For Holliday’s Cove: Greenbury Wilcoxen, William Beall, Isaac Van Norstrand, James Gardner and James Campbell, (miller).
	David Wylie and Joseph Cameron were appointed sheriffs to hold the first election.
	David Wylie, Wm. H. Grafton and John Mayhew were recommended to the governor as fit persons to execute the office of sheriff.
	W. H. Grafton and John Mayhew were recommended to the executive as fit and proper persons to be commissioned to execute the office of coroner.
	Ordered,The the county courts of Hancock county be held at the house now occupied  by Samuel C. Allison, in New Manchester, until further ordered.
	Wm. Bigham came into court, and on motion of John H. Atkinson, clerk of the court, was permitted to qualify as his deputy, and thereupon he took the oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, the oath prescribed by the act entitled “An act to suppress dueling, the oath to support the constitution of the United States, and the oath of office.
	James Cochran was appointed constable, “the court being of the opinion that he is a man of honesty, probity and good demeanor.”  He took the oath of office, with James Sanders, John Longstreth and Samuel F. Marquis as sureties. Bond $2,000.
	Alexander D. Pugh was also appointed a constable, with Hugh Pugh as surety, in the sum of $2,000.
	Ordered, That the county surveyor proceed to meet the county surveyor of Brooke, and run and mark the line between the county of Hancock and Brooke, according to the act of 1845.
	Court adjourned to meet the second Monday of May, 1848.
							                      John Gardner, P.J.

	List of the taxable town lots within the district of J. A. Adams, commissioner of the revenue in the county of Hancock, for the year 1848:

FOR NEW MANCHESTER

Number of town lots,								72
Value of buildings,								       $95.95
Value of lots, including buildings,                                                                       194.05
Total amount of tax on each lot at $2.40 per $100 yearly value,                           27.29

FOR NEW CUMBERLAND

Number of town lots,                                                                                    39
Value of buildings,								      $14.00
Value of lots including buildings,					                    19.00
Total amount of tax on each lot at $2.40 per $100 yearly value,                             4.70

FOR COUNTY

Total amount for county,                                                                                    $692.51

	List of the taxable property within the district of J. a. Adams, commissioner of the revenue in the county of Hancock for the year 1848:
One slave at 32 cents is                                                                                              .32
968 horses at 10 cents are                                                                                       96.80
12 gold watches at $1 are 							        12.00
82 silver watches at 25 cents are						        20.50
157 metal clocks, at 25 cents are					                    39.35
236 wooden clocks, at 12 ½ cents are				                                29.50 ½
64 jerseys, carriages, pianos, &c					                    52.42
4 physicians								                    20.00
Tax on interest of bonds, notes, &c.,						        13.05
										     ________									                            $285.841/2

I, Josiah A. Adams, commissioner of the revenue for the county of Hancock, do solemnly swear that in making out the foregoing list of taxable persons and property, I have diligently, faithfully and strictly, to the best of my knowledge and ability pursued the course prescribed by the revenue laws of the commonwealth of Virginia. 
									Josiah A. Adams
								   Commissioner of Revenue
	Sworn to and subscribed before me a magistrate for the county of Hancock, on the 10th day of June, 1848.
                                                                                                    Wm. K. Grafton, J. P.

FOR COUNTY PURPOSES.

	List of the levy for Hancock county, for 1848:
To William Ewing, for a bill of books for the county court, 				$66.75
To Joseph Cameron, for extra services as crier, 					  10.50	
To Joseph Cameron, for public services for this court, 				  15.00
To Robert C. Brown, public services for prosecuting attorney			  15.00
To J. H. Atkinson, services as clerk, stationery,   					  23.25
To A. D. Pugh, for summoning jury of inquest of commissioners, 			  4.83
To William H. Grafton, for holding inquest on man found, unknown		  5.00
To James Cochran, for summoning judges of election, 				  1.05
To Samuel C. Allison, for house for court						15.00
To James Melvin, for writing stool for clerk						    .75
										           _____
                                                                                                                                 $157.13

LEVY FOR THE YEAR 1850.

	List of the county levy for Hancock county, made June 1850 is as follows:
1 docket for Robert Morrow,		 $1.50
1 docket for John Sunby,		   1.50
1 docket for James Ross,		   1.50
George Pentecost, for monuments (omitted in last levy,)		 13.00
John Gardner, for damages on road,		 13.00
John H. Atkinson, clerk for public services, 		 60.00
John H. Atkinson, for stationery and for other purposes, 		 37.54
David Wylie, for writ of ad quod damnum,   		 11.10
W. H. Grafton,         “         “              “		   7.66
David Wilce,            “         “              “	      8.85
John Long for one docket,		   1.50
John Mayhew for one docket,	      1.50
Alexander Morrow, for fixing court house,	      6.67
John C. Young, for temporary stairs for court house,		   6.00
Hall & Blankinsop, stoves for court house	     63.25
Smith & Jacob, for 50 copies road law, 	       2.50
James Stevenson, balance on contract for court house	1,549.99
James Melvin, for chairs, painting court house, &c., 		  25.00
Wm. Bigham and others, for advertising for proposals,		    3.00
James Stevenson, for extra work on court house	   145.45
James Stevenson, for spouting on court house	     21.86
James Stevenson, for return spouting on court house	     37.22
P. F. Gise, for stove pipe	       9.35
R. R. Gardner, commissioner of revenue, for making poll books	       5.00
Estate of Samuel C. Allison, for furnish8ing court place of 10 terms,                         40.00
Samuel C. Allison, as commissioner for superintending court house,		    5.00
Wm. H. Grafton, sheriff, for public services, holding election,			  39.00
Wm. H. Grafton, sheriff, for candlestick and candles, 		                              .75
David Wylie, for holding election at Cove in 1848,					    4.00
Robert Brown, prosecuting attorney for Commonwealth,                                            60.00
James Pugh, for a docket							                1.50
Alexander Morrow, for shovel and poker, 					                1.50
Jesse Edgington, for three days purging polls,                                                               9.00
Wm. White, for three days purging polls					                9.00
Bazaleel Wells, for three days purging polls                     
W. Marks, for three days purging polls						    9.00
Robert Nicholls, for three days purging polls,					    9.00
G. Wilcoxen, for docket,								    1.50
											______
									                   $2,232.18

	The levy for bridge purposes in this county made June term, 1850, as follows:
Smith & Livengood, for an addition to the near fork of Tomlinson’s run,                $56.25
James Freeman, for bridge at Ball’s mill, 						  15.00
James Freeman, for fixing bridge at Holbert’s Run,				              40.00
James Freeman, for repairing bridge near Gambel’s saw mill,			    6.36
											______
										           $117.61

COUNTY BUILDINGS.


	As early as possible after the formation of Hancock county steps were taken to erect a court house.  In the act establishing the county of Hancock, an election was ordered to be held to decide at which town the county seat should be fixed.  The election was held, and it was gained in favor of Fairview (then New Manchester) by only one vote.
	On the 10th of July, 1848, the following persons were commissioned to select a site, ascertain the probable cost, and investigate and report a plan for a court house:  Thomas Elder, John Mayhew and Alexander Morrow.
	The committee made the following report, august 15th, 1848:
	“We have carefully examined a number of places, and , from duly taking into consideration all the places to us shown, believe unanimously, and hereby report that the lots lying north of William McClean, one of which belongs to David Pugh (of Peter,) and the other to the hears of Dr. McClean, dec’d, are the most suitable for the said purpose, and we recommend the same to said court.  Said lots are offered free of charge for said purpose, and the title guaranteed by William Bigham.”
	The court approved of the report, and it was adopted.  It was then ordered that lots Nos. 19 and 20 be selected to erect the court house on.  Then Alexander Morrow, Wm. Bigham and Wm. Flanegin were appointed commissioners to receive proposals on the erection of the same, which was to be built of brick, with stone foundation, 50x 60 feet, two stories high.
	By the 11th of February, 1850, the new court house was ready, and court was held in it for the first time.  Previous to this time the court held its sessions in Samuel C. Allison’s building.  The room in which the court is held is forty-four feet square.  The structure is yet a very good one, although it has been in use for twenty –eight years.
	Several years later the court appointed Thomas Bambrick and George Baxter as commissioners, to report a plan for a county jail.  In the September term these gentlemen submitted a report, which was accepted by the court, and on the 9th day of September, 1856, the commissioners entered into a contract for the erection of a jail with Andrew R. McConn and James Murray.
	The jail is built of cut sandstone one story in height, upon which is then built the sheriff’s residence of brick one story, making the building two stories high.  There are two apartments in the jail.  The house is 20x36 feet, and it cost the county for its erection $1, 916.25.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

	On November 13, 1848, it was ordered by the court “that the sex several precincts of the school commissioners of this county shall be as follows:
	First District—South boundary line, between Brooke and Hancock; north boundary, a line commencing at the mouth of King’s creek and running with said creek to where the south and north forks meet, and thence with the south fork to Pennsylvania line.	
	Second District—South boundary, the last mentioned line north; north boundary, the line commencing at the mouth of Holbert’s run, thence with said run to the forks of said run, thence along the north branch to the east end of Andrew Wylie’s lane, thence with the road leading to Jenkins’ mill to the Pennsylvania line.
	Third District—From the mouth of Holbert’s run to the mouth of Tomlinson’s run, thence up Tomlinson’s run to David Pugh’s mill, thence by the road leading past William Ray’s to where said road crosses Deep Gut, thence a straight line to Herron’s coal ban, thence a straight line to Andrew Wylie’s, thence by the north boundary of No. 2 to the beginning.
	Fourth District—The east boundary of No. 3 to the north boundary of No. 2, the Pennsylvania line on the east and Tomlinson’s run on the north.
	Fifth District—Commencing on the Ohio river at the Treal farm, thence with the road to New Manchester to where it crosses the south fork of Tomlinson’s run, thence by the said run to the Ohio river, thence by said river to the beginning.
	Sixth District—By the east line of No. 5 to Tomlinson’s run, thence up said run to the Pennsylvania line, thence north with the state line to the Ohio river, thence down said river to the place of beginning.
	The First district shall be attended by Wm. Brown; the Second by David Wylie; the Third by Wm. H. Grafton; the Fourth by Thomas Elder; The Fifth by George Johnston; the Sixth by John Gardner.

POST OFFICES.

	Below is given the names and number of post-offices within the county:
	Fairview, New Cumberland, Holliday’s Cove, Freeman’s Landing, Blair, White Oak Run.

OUTLINE OF COUNTY.

	Hancock occupies the most northern extremity of the state and Pan-Handle.  It is bonded on the north by the Ohio river, on the east by Pennsylvania, on the south by Brooke and on the west by the Ohio.  It is well watered by the creeks and their tributaries.  The surface is generally undulating and may be termed hilly, although not mountainous.  Its soil is fertile and produces largely of wheat, oats, corn, &c.  The county is small but is highly improved and very thrifty.  The farmers devote considerable attention to sheep and wool growing.  Improved land will sell from $30 to $100 per acre and the unimproved from $6 to $30.  There remains but little unimproved and very little land for sale.

MINERAL RESOURCES.

	Whilst the fecundity of the soil is scarcely unsurpassed by any county in the state, there lies underneath it inexhaustible coal beds.  For centuries this coal has been growing there for the continent was conceived of, the Beneficent Being was preparing it for his creature’s use and benefit.  The beds are found from three to six feet in thickness.  It lies very little below the ground and in many instances it is observed cropping out along the surface.  The county abounds with bituminous coal veins.  On almost every farm can be found coal veins.  Where ever these stratas are discovered, they are known invariably to be of excellent quality of coal.  Notwithstanding the plentifulness of this article, coal digging is not carried on as extensively as might be expected; comparatively few banks are operated.  Among those being worked at present are found one on a Mr. Cown’s farm, which runs from two and a half to three feet in thickness; Brobeck’s from three to four and a half feet; Flower’s from three to three and a half; Sproule’s from three to four feet; Robt. Herron’s from four to five and a half; David Dunning is operating three banks on his place, two on Herron’s run and one on Harden’s; the veins are four to six feet thick, and in these banks is found what is styled the swamp coal that continues at times for hundreds of yards, at a thickness of six feet solid, of superior quality.  Besides the extensive veins of coal which abound to a greater or less extent on almost every farm within the county, there is also discovered in different localities of the same valuable

CLAY,

Which is being manufactured into fire-brick, tileing and pottery of every description, and gives rise to large brick works that are strung along the eastern banks of the Ohio for miles teeming with life and business, affording employment to hundreds of laborers. These manufactories find immediate sale for their brick, &c.  Thousands of brick and tons of prepared clay are shipped up and down the Ohio.  The natural and artificial facilities for shipping are excellent.

GAS.

	A number of gas wells have been sunk and abundant gas found, which is used in running grist mills and brick works.  It supplies the place of fuel, and is quite valuable.  Two wells furnish enough gas to operate two engines, supply forty fires in the dry –house, burning ten kilns in the Clifton works, and light and fuel sufficient for two dwellings, with a surplus.  One well on Tomlinson’s run, sunk by W. C. Murry, runs the engine in the mill, furnished light and fuel for two dwellings, and had a surplus of waste gas.

IRON ORE.

	As is generally expected where stratas of coal exist, iron ore is usually fond, although oftentimes not in large quantities.  This metal abounds in some portions of the county to a limited extent; but the expense that would necessarily have to be incurred in approaching it for utilization will not justify its working.  The ore, it is claimed, however, is of a superior quality.  The experience of several men, a number of years ago in the furnace business, was such, pecuniarily, that it received a quietus which has continued ever since in the iron manufacturing line in the county.

LIMESTONE.

	Formations of limestone in many places in the county are quite prominent, although not general as the author is informed.  In a few instances, where it is conspicuously exposed, it is quarried for use, but not extensively, and merely operated to supply home demands.

SANDSTONE.

	Sandstone abounds in large quantities, and is of white, yellow and gray.  Nearly one-half of it is found in large solid seams.  It is mostly fine grained and easily worked.  It is quarried for local purposes and constitutes elegant and durable building material.

FLAGSTONE.

	Blue flagstone, which appears to be extensive in the county, is of a valuable nature, and is largely quarried in Grant district and shipped to Wheeling, Pittsburgh and other large cities where it is used for paving, and as such is unsurpassed.  Owing to it superior quality, the demand is great and large sales of the material are made, making the quarrying of the flagstone a profitable business in the county.

AGRICULTURE.

	A glance at the beautiful hills and vales of Hancock would at once convince the traveler of the principal pursuit of its populace.  The quality of the soil suggests productiveness.  Fine cultivated farms are seen in every direction in its territory.  When the first settlers located here they were attracted by the richness of the soil, and at once recognized the value of the land for tillable purposes.  The land was cleared of its large and dense forests, and agriculture began, continuing ever since, yielding thousands of bushels of wheat, Indian corn, oats rye, barley, and nearly all the varieties of vegetables known.  A century has elapsed, and season after season has come, freighted with rich and never entirely failing harvests, and yet the soil retains it fertility.  The husbandmen, one by one, are gathered to their long homes, and give place to others, who also sow and reap off the same soil whose inexhaustible properties are made by the “powers that be” for man’s benefit.  Though the county is small in area, its productions will compare with any in the state as to yield per acre.
	Whilst Agriculture is one of the most ancient pursuits of man, yet it is the safest and best paying occupation that can be followed.  To-day it is remunerating the farmers of Hancock nicely, for the time and labor devoted to this old time and honored vocation.  In counties like Hancock, with rich, argillaceous and calcareous soil it possesses, the husbandman may well rejoice at the large productiveness of its acres, and smile at the long waving green that covers his pasture fields.  His cattle are sleek and fat, sheep in good order, with promising abundance of wool of the finest quality yearly, and other stock bringing in its money in various ways, all aggregated and considered make the farmer’s experience a pleasant one, with assurances of small fortunes, if not greater ones.
	Some of as valuable and beautiful farms as can be found in the district of the Pan-handle, can be seen in Hancock county.  Valuable and elegant farm-residences dot the hills and valleys, marking the wealth and prosperity of its people.
	Below is given the statistics of farm produce, which is according to the census of 1860:
	Wheat, 16,423 bushels; Indian corn, 61,316 bushels; Oats, 46,716 bushels; Irish potatoes, 26,002 bushels; slaughtered animals, 26,396.

	The following gives a census of the wealth and taxation of the county, taken in 1870:
Assessed value of real estate,							$1,731,275.00
Assessed value of personal estate,						     643,553.00
Total assessed value of real and personal estate				  2,374,828.00
True value of real and personal estate, 					  4,000,127.00

	The number of manufactories, employees, capital and products in 1870, were as follows:
No. of establishments, 								       55
No. of hands employed,   							                 306
Capital,									        $267,470
Products,								                      260,550

	The following shows the number of acres of land, valuation of farms, products, number of live stock and value, of the county in 1870:
Improved farms, (No. acres) 						      30, 947
Woodland           (No. acres)						       16,941
Other improved,						                     2,605
Cash value of farms								      $2,317,814
Value of livestock,								         $218,840
No. Horses,								            825
  “    Mules and asses,				`				  12
  “    Milch cows,								809
  “    Working Oxen,							              72
  “     Other cattle,								929
  “      Sheep								       26,353 
  “      Swine								         1,892

	The following shows the valuation of farms, products, &c., in the year 1879:
Improved farm (acres)                                                                                   31,904
Unimproved farms (acres)						           17,228
Cash value of farms,								      $1,676,745
Value of farming implements and machinery,                                                            38,489

LIVE STOCK. 

Horses, 									 1,100
Asses and mules,								        4
Milch cows,									 1,127
Working Oxen,                                                                                                    140
Other cattle,								              1,657
Sheep,									            21,402

PRODUCED.

Number of pounds of flax seed						  3,337
Number of pounds of maple sugar,					            31,653
Number of gallons maple molasses						  1,660
Number of pounds of beeswax						       68
Number pounds of honey							  6,994
Value of home-made manufacture, 						          $10,256
Animals slaughtered								 17,698

POPULATION.

	The population of the county in the year 1850 was 4,040 and in the year 1860 it contained a population of 4, 445, showing ten per centum of an increase.  The present population is------

THE FIRE BRICK BUSINESS OF HANCOCK COUNTY
(By John  H. Atkison.)
	
	The traveler who journeys in the cars upon the Ohio shore or upon one of the numberless steamers that float upon our beautiful river, will no doubt observe quite a number of huge piles of clay of a bluish gray color, that lies at the foot of the hills along the West Virginia shore, commencing at the mouth of King’s creek and extending to the head of Black’s Island.
	The hills here rise to about their greatest height, taking the whole course of the river, from its source to its mouth, and near each of these clay piles will be found a bank, from which the clay has been dug from beneath the hills, where it lies in a horizontal strata of from six to ten feet, overlaid by a strata of coal from two to three feet in thickness. 
	
	This arrangement brings together very cheaply, the clay for the manufacture of fire-brick, and coal with which to run the engines used to crush the clay, and to burn the bricks when they are placed in the kilns.
Near these clay piles will be seen the engine and rolls for crushing the material before being moulded into bricks, and a number of kilns in which to burn them before being sent to market.   Quite a number of homes will be seen for the work-men near to each of these works until the whole eight miles will have grown as the panorama passes, into a continuous village, of which New Cumberland may be taken as the center.
Such a settlement upon the Rhine in Germany, or upon the Tyne in England, would have a history of a thousand years or more, made interesting by a hundred legends of love and war; while here, fifty years will antedate all this industry, and nineteen twentieths of all this population.
Prior to the manufacture of fire brick, there were not fifty individuals to people those eight miles, and these were living in less than a dozen houses of the rude construction of the early settler.  At the mouth of King’s creed was found a large log dwelling, known as the “ferry house,” part of which is still standing.  Mr. Philip Beall lived in a brick house, which forms part of the one at present, near the brick-yard of Thomas Anderson.  A large log house at the mouth of Holbert’s run, upon the site of the Freeman Brothers’ brick-yard, served for a tavern and ferry house, while Mr. John Gamble lived a few rods from the river, upon said run, and had opened the first fire clay vein in this region.
A mile farther up the river was found a log house, known as the black Horse tavern and ferry, now the Black Horse brick works.  The site of the town of New Cumberland was then covered with a dense forest, except where small openings had been made by the grandfather and father of John Campbell, Esq. The first located upon what is called the ridge, near where the house of J. H. Atkinson now stands, and the second near the mouth of Hardin’s run, upon the bank of the river.
The mill now owned by Mr. Smith, at that early date ground out he grist of the farmers for miles around, as they came upon pack-horses along he bridle-paths of fifty years ago.  Another large log house, with double doors, stood upon the grounds of the present Clifton Works, having at that day served for half a century as a house for several families, and refuge against the incursion of the Indian marauders. It still serves as a home for a family, and, although the storms of a century have passed over it, it bids fair to last a generation longer.
These completed the settlement, while all between was forest and tangled wood, which could have been purchased at from one to ten dollars per acre; the inhabitants of that day little dreaming of the wealth underlying these hills, or of the population that would succeed them.
It is about forty-nine years since the first clay was taken from the banks of Mr. John Gamble by Mr. Thomas Freeman, and by him made into brick, in the city of Pittsburgh.  But experience soon taught that to prosecute the business successfully the manufacture must be conducted at the mouth of the clay bank and where coal and wood could be found in abundance with which to prepare the bricks for market.  Accordingly, in the spring of 1832, Mr. James S. Porter, then a young man, moved to a small house near the present site of W. B. Freeman’s brick works, and commenced the making of brick—the first made in the county.  Two years afterwards Mr. Thomas Freeman followed with his family, and Freeman’s Landing became known to river men, as quite a place of business, and soon opened up to the farmers of the vicinity a home market for their products.
At that date the iron mills and foundries of Pittsburgh were supplied with fire-bricks and clay from this county, and it is probable that less than 200,000 bricks supplied their yearly demands; 10,000 more would have filled all orders from here to Cincinnati, and a couple of French creek flat boats, with 30,000 bricks each, would have overstocked the market of the Queen City for a year.  Pittsburgh, although known at that time as the Iron City, had but commenced the wonderful development of the iron trade; and the deft hands and vigorous minds, that in later years have made the Nail City what it now is, were then but humble workmen in the small mills of Pittsburgh.
About the year 1837 James S. Porter and Philip Beall formed a partnership under the title of Porter & Beall, at what is now the brick yard of Thomas Anderson.  Thomas Freeman and Messrs. Porter & Beall for several years supplied the whole market.  Then a keel –boat that would carry 20,000 brick was considered quite a vessel, but would appear rather insignificant along side our modern keep or barge, freighted with from 100,00 to 150,000 brick.  Those small boats served to carry on the trade with Pittsburgh, while Wheeling obtained her supply by small flats, propelled from that city to Freeman’s landing in about two days by horses towing, or the still more primitive mode of pole or the hand towline.  These laden with 5,000 or 6,000 brick and a few tons of clay would descend in about a day.
I have thus endeavored to give a history of the rise and progress of this business and in so doing have been led to give somewhat in detail a history of that part of the country, and also a summary of the iron trade along this valley upon which the business of brick making mainly depends.  Our agricultural pursuits have a constant growth, while the iron trade has been subject to many fluctuations.  A season of prosperity would induce some of our most enterprising citizens to engage in the manufacture of iron, when the older manufacturers of Europe, taking advantage of the want of a protective policy in our government, would flood this country with their production, which bringing on a panic would carry ruin and disaster to our capitalists engaged in the business; and in all these trials the brick industry has risen or fallen in sympathy with the fortunes in the iron trade.
About the year 1837 bricks were made very cheaply.  Good hands could be hired at $10 per month, and board, or $16 without board. Flour cost but $2.50 to $3.00 per barrel.  Pork two to three cents, and good beef at from four to six cents per pound, while boats and lumber did not cost more than one third of the price now paid for them.
However, amid all discouragement, the inducements were great enough to lead several other parties about this time to enter into the business.
Mr. Philip Beall dying in the spring of 1844, Mr. James S. Porter opened a new yard where now stands the works of John Porter & Co.; and Thomas Anderson continued to make brick at the old site of Porter & Beall’s yard.  Mr. Anderson had moulded the fire-bricks made in the county for Mr. Freeman upon the yard of John Gamble, and had for several years carried on the pottery business where he came in 1844 to embark in the brick business upon his own account; and now, at a good old age, he continues to work upon the same site, the oldest representative of this industry in the county, if not in the United States.
Mr. Thomas Freeman’s fire-brick yard was situated for several years near the present ferry landing of W. B. Freeman, when, upon the death of Mr. Robert Porter, who had for five years carried on the business at the present site of W. B. Freeman’s yard, he purchased said situation, and for many years continued the manufacture at that place.  About 1846 Mr. Freeman removed with part of his family to Cincinnati, Ohio, still continuing the brick business in this county.  In 1854 he removed to a beautiful country residence that overlooked the city of Madison, Indiana, where in 1856 he died, and was buried in the private burial ground upon the land of his son, James L. Freeman, in this county, overlooking the beautiful Ohio and the scenes in his active life.
Mr. J. Gamble & Son (Henry Gamble) continued the yard first started by Thomas Freeman, and Mr. John Elliot commenced to manufacture a short distance further up Holbert’s run, at what is now known as the yard of Messrs. Sutor & Brice.  Mr. Joseph Stewart was making brick at the mouth of Deep Gut run in 1840, and in 1844 there was added to the rapidly growing trade a yard by Messrs. Jas. S. Porter and Wm. M. Porter, at the Black Horse, one by Messrs. Lewis K. McCoy and Lewis Shalt, at the present site of the Clifton, and another above the mouth of the Deep Gut run, called the Aetna, by Thomas Freeman.
Beginning with the season of 1838 a small trade had been opened up with the sugar planters of Louisiana, which had been wholly supplied with firer brick from England.  This new market for bricks grew very rapidly until foreign manufacturers, seeking to regain their lost trade, so over run that state with English brick that they were sold as low s $10 per 1.000 in the city of New Orleans, entirely excluding our bricks from that field.  This contest continuing for several years, the English sending their brick as ballast for vessels coming to New Orleans for cotton, while our manufacturers had a trip of nearly 2.000 miles to navigate in carrying their bricks to market.  About the year 1843, congress in answer to a petition for an increase of tariff rates upon foreign brick, granted further protection to home industry, when this southern trade was regained, and ever since held by American workmen at prices satisfactory to both producer and consumer, bricks never falling so low as when without protection, nor rising so high as when taking advantage of the entire absence of American brick they made the exorbitant demand of $100 and even $125 per thousand for English brick, held by merchants ever ready to take advantage of a fluctuating market.
Sugar men themselves desiring some protection against foreign sugars were desirous to conciliate the favor of the northern manufacturer, and so freely gave their assistance in procuring and retaining for us the protection needed.
So rapidly had grown the iron trade of the Ohio Valley that the brick trade of some 200,00 in 1837 had grown to more than 1, 500,000 in 1844.
In the spring of 1845, Messrs. McCoy & Shalt disposed of their yard to Messrs. Thomas Atkinson & Sons (John H. and Alexander).  Messrs. Kerr & Mahan opened a yard just above the mouth of Kings creek, which, after three or four years, they sold to Messrs. Porter, Anderson & Co., and about the same date Cooper & Bros. Started another immediately below the mouth of Kings creek, which changed to the firm of Cooper, Gay & Co., and again to Messrs. Campbell & Logan, and still later to Messrs. Saltsman & Co.
The firm of T. Atkinson & Sons continued until the decease of the senior partner in 1850, and in 1854, J. H. Atkinson having purchased the interests of all other parties, continued the works until the year 1869, when he sold to Messrs. Smith Porter & Co., and the yard became known as the Clifton Works.
About the year 1846 Messrs. Bingham, Stewart and Harper commenced to make brick above and adjoining New Cumberland, and prosecuted the business until near the beginning of the war, when the property came into the hands of Smith, Anderson & Porter, since which time the works have not been in operation.
Messrs. Shanley & Flowers about 1846, opened a new yard a short distance above the mill now owned by Jeremiah Smith, and Messrs. Carson & Minn opened another, some half a mile farther up Hardin’s run, at what is now Williamson’s saw mill.  These last two yards being at an inconvenient distance from the river and the trade becoming very much depressed, their owners abandoned the business, and the machinery was removed to more eligible sites.
In 1858, James L. Freeman started the yard at the mouth of Holbert’s run, and successively took into partnership his brothers, Samuel D. and Charles A. Freeman, under the firm name of Messrs. J. L. Freeman & Bros, until 1875, when the senior partner retiring, the name was changed to Freeman Brothers.
During the year 1856, a new yard was started by J. H. Atkinson and Thomas Garlick, adjoining that of J. H. Atkinson, under the name of Atkinson & Garlick.  Thompson Mackey, having purchased an interest therein, the name was changed to T. Garlick & Co., and in 1864, by change of owners, the firm became Atkinson & Adams, for one year, when Mr. Adams removing to the west, the ward was continued by J. H. Atkinson alone, until it was purchased in 1867, by Cullen & Bros., and by them in 1871, sold to Messrs. Smith, Porter & Co., when it became merged into what is now known as the Clifton Works.
About the year 1866, Thomas Hutson, commenced to make brick just above the yard of Porter, Anderson & Co.  Daniel Donehoo, became the owner of one half interest for a few years, when selling to William Wilson, the firm became known as Messrs. Hutson & Wilson.  Since then, Mr. Wilson has retired, and Mr. Hutson continues the works.
The firm of Js. & W.M. Porter had continued the business at the Black Horse yard, admitting B. J. Smith as a partner in 1848, and in 1851 upon the sale by W. H. porter of his interest therein, Robert Porter became a partner and the firm name was changed to J. S. Porter & Co., James S. Porter retiring about the year 1867, the firm became Smith & Porter as at the present time.
Mr. Joseph Stewart continued the works at the mouth of Deep Gut run for several years hen Hugh Muntz, his son-in-law, became a partner.  Upon his death Thomas J. Atkinson became the owner of one-third, and Smith, Porter & Co. having purchased the share of Mr. Stewart, the firm became known as Atkinson, Porter & Co.
About the year 1853 Thomas Manypenny with his three brothers, Joseph, Alexander and John, purchased the Aetna Works of Thomas Freeman and conducted the business under the name of T. Manypenny & Co. until John Manypenny, selling his interest to his brothers, and Thomas Manypenny going into business at another yard, the firm name became J. & A. Manypenny, as at present.
This brings down the history of the brick business until the year 1867, by which time the iron trade of the country, stimulated by the inflations of the war, had made wonderful advance, and for twenty-five years the expert workmen who had swarmed from the Pittsburgh hive, and settled at Wheeling, had by constant toil of the hand and head, succeeded in winning for their new home, the title of the “Nail City.”  Cincinnati, Louisville, Cleveland, and many another city, had fostered the iron business until we had in a measure became independent of Europe, and could supply our own market, from a three penny nail to a railroad bar. With this rapid advance of iron trade, the industries of our country had kept pace, and the production of our brick yard might have been set down as follows:

PRODUCTION FOR 1867

Campbell & Logan,								300,000
Porter, Anderson & Co.,							600,000
Hutson & Wilson,								400,000
Thomas Anderson,								800,000
John Porter & Co.,								800,000
W. B. Freeman,								700,000
J. L. Freeman Bros.,								400,000
Morgan & Son,								300,000
Smith & Porter,								900,000
J. H. Atkinson (old yard)							900,000
J. H. Atkinson (new yard)							600,000
Joseph Stewart & Co.,								400,000
T. Manypenny & Co.,								700,000
										_______
	Total amount,						                      7,800,000

	During the year 1867, David Troup opened a yard about a mile above New Cumberlan, and in 1869 took into partnership Samuel Minor, who selling to David Francy, the firm became known as Francy & Troup.  Mr. Troup selling his interest to Mr. George W. Stewart, and the year after Mr. Stewart buying Mr. Francy’s share, he became sole proprietor and continued works to the present time.
	Sometime in the year 1868 Thomas Manypenny & Sons opened a yard opposite the foot of Black’s Island.  In 1872 he sold the half interest therein to John T. Daniels and shortly after the remaining part to J. M. Daniels.  J. T. Daniels & Bro. Ran the works for some time, when they were again purchased by Thomas Manypenny who still owns them.
	In 1870, John Manypenny, leaving the Aetna firm, commenced a new establishment a short distance above and took into partnership George W. Cuppy, who after a season sold his interest to John T. Robb.  That gentleman desiring to remove to California, the yard was sold to Cuningham, Graham, & Co. the present owners.
	During the same year Isaac Evans and F. F. Shane entered into partnership in a yard opposite the middle of Black’s Island.  Evans selling his interest to Porter & Co. in 1872, the firm was known as Shane, Porter & Co., which was again changed in 1876, by Shane becoming owner of the whole yard.
	David Troup having purchased a site opposite the head of Black’s Island in 1874, opened the last bank upon the line, and under the name of D. Troup & Son, manufactured brick until 1877, when the yard passed into the hands of Ephraim Cooper, the present owner.
	The forgoing gives, in their order of time, the founding of each yard in the county with their various changes of ownership, to the present time. 	
	The site of the first brick yard of Thomas Freeman was abandoned for the present site of W. B. Freeman’s yard, and that of John Gamble & Son, where the first bricks were made in the county, became merged in the works of Messrs. Suton & Brice.  These, with the two yards abandoned upon Hardin’s Run, make four that have been dropped from the list.
	It is probable that about the year 1872 the manufacturing of brick has reached its greatest extent, and the products of that year may be safely estimated at 11,000,000of brick and 12,000 tons of ground clay.
	These brick counted at $10 per 1,000 and the clay at $1.50 per ton would in round numbers make the sum of $128,000 to which should be added at least $32,000 more which came back to our citizens for transportation, making in all $160,000, which went out in a hundred channels to pay the laborers, the farmers, the merchants, the mechanics, the boatmen and the capitalists of the country.
	This was the sum which in ordinary times might be called the dividends, for distribution, upon a capital invested in lands, machinery, tools, and boats of a quarter of a million of dollars to carry on the brick trade of Hancock county.
	Quite a contrast could be made by comparing the equipments of one of our yards of to-day with one of forty years ago.  Then the engine was one of small power which could only crush clay enough for 3,500 brick per day.  Now there are crushers that can prepare 100 tons of clay ready for moulding and shipping per day.  Then it was difficult to find a man with strength and endurance sufficient to shovel the clay from the rolls to the platform, ready for the second grinding.  Now elevators carry it to any height desired and distribute it as it may be needed.  Then “the mountain,” as it was called, was the terror of the hands in shipping times.  Now the incline plane with its tracks makes it an easy labor.  Then the boatmen were exposed to the hardships of an open boat.  Now the modern keel has all the conveniences of a comfortable home.  Then, owing to the great width of the kilns, burning was a dread to both bosses and hands.  Now they are as easily controlled as an ordinary fire.  
	Since the great panic of 1873 the brick trade has touched the bottom of hard times, but has probably not suffered more severely than the iron trade of this country, and with the revival of the great industries of the land, it is to be expected our business will revive, and that the inexhaustible mines of clay in our hills will yield in the years to come a rich harvest to those who are willing to earn their bread by the sweet of their brow, and that for long years while others communities may boast of their national banks we shall have reason to be thankful for our banks of clay.

PERSONAL PROPERTY FOR 1864.

Grant Township.

								No.             	 Value
Horses, mules, asses and jennets,				321		 $20,896 Cattle,								698             	     9,995
Sheep,	                                                                                 6,916                    20, 421
Hogs,			                                                            546                       1,602        

POE TOWNSHIP.

Horses, mules, asses and jennets.				239      	    16,060
Cattle, 			 					399                        5,797
Sheep,    		                              		         6,355                      19,750
Hogs,								326                        1,034   

CLAY TOWNSHIP.

Horses, mules, asses and jennets,				226                      14,320
Cattle,								436                        6,478
Sheep		                                			         4.908                      13,231
Hogs								331                        1,125

BUTLER TOWNSHIP.

Horses, mules, asses and jennets,				243                      15,270
Cattle,			                                                            484                        6,930
Sheep,		                                                                     4,908                      18,748
Hogs,			                                                            365                        1,088

	Total number in county:

Horses, mules, asses and jennets,			         1,029                      66,546
Cattle,							         2,017                      29,200
Sheep,							       25,775	                72,150
Hogs,							         1,568	                  4,849

FOR THE YEAR 1878.

GRANT DISTRICT.

Horses, mules, asses and jennet,				357		
Cattle,								504
Sheep							         5,185
Hogs								  69

POE DISTRICT.

Horses, mules, asses and jennet,			`	243
Cattle,								401
Sheep, 							         3,468
Hogs,							              41

CLAY DISTRICT.

Horses, mules, asses and jennet,				261
Cattle,								424
Sheep,						                     3,671
Hogs,								  40

BUTLER DISTRICT.

Horses, mules, asses and jennet,				239
Cattle,								462
Sheep,							         5,048
Hogs								  55

VALUE OF REAL ESTATE FOR 1864.

TOWNSHIPS.        Valuation.	   30cent 		10 cents  	CountyLevy
       					  State Tax.                     School levy.                80 cents
Grant,		     $310,278.86	$930.84	          $310.28		$2,482.44
Poe,		       177,042.00	  531.13		177.04		  1,416.48
Clay,		       198,050.03	  594.15		194.05		  1,584.94
Butler		       229,688.64	  689.07		229.69		  1,837.66
		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
		     $915,060.36        $2,745.19	          $915.06		$7,321.52

FIRST ELECTION AFTER THE FORMATION OF THE NEW STATE.
(From the Court Journal)

		             Hancock County, W. Va., January 26th, 1864.
	Whereas in pursuance of and in conformity to an act of the legislature of West Virginia, passed November 13, 1863, entitled “an act to regulate elections by the people” an election was held on the 14th day of January, 1864, for the various officers named in said act, and whereas, it is shown by the certificates of said election filed in the office of the recorder of this county that for the office of supervisors the following were elected:
	Grant township—Jonathan Allison, sr.  Poe township—Jas. H. Pugh.  Clay township—Nathan B. Grafton.  Butler township—Benjamin Griffith.
	Therefore, as required by law, the said persons elected as aforesaid met at the court house on the 26th of January, being the twelfth day after said elections, and were duly organized as a board by electing Jonathan Allison, sr., president, and appointing David S. Nicholson as clerk.  Upon examination of the certificates returned to this board it is hereby resolved, that for the following townships the following persons are duly elected to their respective positions:

GRANT TOWNSHIP
Treasurer, J. D. Cory; Supervisor, Jonathan Allison; Justice of the Peace, James Hewitt; Clerk, Watson Johnston; Constable, Charles Allison; Overseer of the  Poor, James Allison; Inspectors of Elections, John Cunningham and George Johnston.

POE TOWNSHIP.
Supervisor, James H. Pugh; Justice of the Peace, Levi Caldwell, Treasurer, James Melvin; Clerk, Abraham Pittenger; Constable, Peter A. Snowden; Inspector of Elections, John Mayhew, sr.
     CLAY TOWNSHIP.
Supervisor, Nathan B. Grafton; Justice of the Peace, Nathan Thayer; Treasurer, George W. Beaumont; Clerk, John C. Lindsey; Constable, William Lindsey; Overseer of the Poor, J. J. Tope; Inspectors of Elections, B. J. Smith and B. W. Chapman.
BUTLER TOWNSHIP.
	Supervisor, Benjamin Griffith; Justice of the Peace, Lewis R. Smith; Treasurer, Philip Freshwater; Clerk, Thos. Ralston; Constable, David Campbell; Overseer of the Poor, Samuel Roberts; Inspectors of Elections, James F. Watt and Jackson Farr.

DIVISION OF HANCOCK INTO TOWNSHIPS.

	On July 31st, 1863, the General Assembly of West Virginia passed an act to divide the several counties in the state into townships.  Messrs. James W. Brown, Joseph W. Allison, Jonathan Allison and B. J. Smith were chosen by the authorities of sate as commissioners to create townships in the county of Hancock, who proceeded to divide, or lay off, the same into four townships, namely:
	Grant; Poe, which derived its name form the memorable fight Andy Poe has with Big-Foot; Clay, from the great statesman; Butler, was named after and old citizen that lived in the neighborhood.
	Each township at the time they were formed contained, as nearly as could be ascertained, a population of eleven hundred, and was in the judgment of the commissioners, the best division for all county purposes that could be made.

TOWNSHOPS GIVEN THE NAME OF DISTRICTS.

	On April 9th, 1872, a new constitution was adopted, and then the townships in that constitution were directed to be changed to districts.  Since which time they have gone by that name.  The original township surveys still retained, as in the boundaries of the townships.





TAXABLE WEALTH OF HANCOCK FOR 1869 AND 1870.

The following tables for the years 1869 and 1870 show the number of acres of land and its taxable value; the taxable value of buildings, and total value of lands and building as returned by the assessors for the years mentioned:
	



Townships
No. acres
land.
Perches
Average
value per
acre.
Value of
buildings.

Value of 
land and
buildings.
Value of
personal
property.
Grant

Poe

Clay

Butler

18,790 town lots
 9,721
town lots
10,087
town lots
14,130
town lots
74 1.5

65 2/3

98 ½

76 1-10

$25.12 ¼

25.02 5/8

24.45

23.43 3/4
$41,835.00
    2,545.00
  25,807.00
  11,605.00
  38,605.52
  23,810.00
  36,390.00
    2,050.00
$472,067.96
      8,550.62
  243,270.58
    24,566.20
  246,635.07
    55,578.50
  331,161.00
      4,053.52

$154,177.00

  138,632.00

  150,361.00

  119,318.00


Totals
52,729
154 3-5
24.52 ¼
$182,147.52
$1,385,912.05
$571,488.00

Aggregate value of all real and personal property in the county $1, 957,400.05

Townships
No. of acres.
The sum included in the
value of each tract of land on account of buildings
Total value of
land & buildings
Value of 
personal 
property.
Grant District

Poe District

Clay District

Butler District

18,173  60-160
   Town Lots
  9,819 119-160
   Town Lots
10,293 156-160
   Town Lots
14,290  28-160
   Town Lots
   $63,689.75
       2,468.90
     45,722.71
     19,866.58
     66,710.75
     54,562.25
     51,796.50
       1,551.50
   $495,545.80
         5,919.50
     272,470.67
       29,845.01
     285,037.66
       76,299.68
     366,241.08
         2,956.97
  $110,324.00

      91,343.00

    149,633.00

      88,213.00

Totals

 $306,768.94
$1,504,414.37
   $439,513.00

The aggregate value of all real and personal property in the county, for 1878, is $2,250,696.31.













NUMBER OF TITHABLES

Townships
No. of white male residents over the age of 21, not exempt from taxation on account of bodily infirmity, at $1.00
No. of colored male residents over the age of 21, not exempt from taxation on account of bodily infirmity, at $1.00
Total
Grant District
Poe          “
Clay        “
Butler      “
                            224
                            201
                            335
                            214
                                       6
                                       0
                                       1
                                       0
                  230
                  201
                  336
                  214
Total
                            974
                                       7
                  981



HANCOCK AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

	In 1852 the first agricultural society of the county was organized in the court house, Fairview, by electing the following named gentlemen:
	President, W. L. Crawford; Secretary, Thomas Bambrick; Directors, Jacob N. Brown, James W. Brown, Thomas Elder, ---Lee, William Morrow, James H. Pugh, Joseph Burns, James Stevenson, Watson Johnson, and Richard Breneman.
	The society rented grounds on the farm now owned by ‘Squire Sproule, about a quarter of a mile southeast of Fairview.  The fair was held for two seasons with marked success, but in the year 1854, the summer that will long be remembered as a remarkably dry one by many of the people, was not considered a propicious season for holding a fair.
Owing to the fact that crops had not matured perfectly, and the productions almost a total failure, the society disbanded.
	A new organization was effected in 1867, there having been no fairs during the years from 1853 to 1867 in the county.  The officers and directors of the new society were as follows:
	J. W. Allison, President; John Bigger, Vice-President; Daniel Donahoo, Secretary; Hiram C. Bell, Treasurer.  The directors were composed of the above named gentlemen with J. H. Gibson and Wm. Morrow.
	The society leased ten acres of ground from D. S. Nicholson for one year with the privilege of ten, and proceeded immediately to enclose the same with a close high board fence, and erected a floral hall, mechanical hall and such others buildings necessary to make a first-class fair ground.  The first fair held by the new society was on the 16th, 17th and 18th of September, and gave perfect satisfaction.  It was often remarked that season by many, “What an excellent fair we did have.”  The society had taken great pains to make it a success.  Nearly $3,000 had been incurred in fitting up the ground, which of course threw the society in debt.  The fair for the next season was held on the 14th, 15th and 16th of September, with the same officers, who had been re-elected with the exception of the secretary.  The former secretary declined and C. N. Collins elected.  That year did not prove as favorable as had the preceding one, and they got behind financially.  The majority of the society did not feel like bearing an assessment, concluded to dispose of the fair property, and hold no more exhibitions, the indebtedness being at this time about one thousand dollars.  Accordingly the improvements on the ground were offered at public sale and sold to John W. Hobbs, who held fairs for several years under an individuality, and then for some reason or other they were discontinued.

NEW MANCHESTER TURNPIKE.
	
	Soon after an act establishing a turnpike passed the General Assembly, on February 18, 1828, a survey in accordance with said act was made, starting form Hamilton’s Ferry, opposite Wellsville, Ohio, by New Manchester (then in Brooke County), to the Pennsylvania line, on the lands then owned by Thomas Wilcoxon, in Clay district.  Only a part of this road at that time was constructed, and that had been done by private contributions.  In 1848 another act was passed by the Assembly, that the state might contribute for its completion.
	John Mayhew, John Witherspoon, Thomas J. Hewitt, William H. Grafton, George W. Chapman, Jonathan Allison, and George Baxter were appointed by the commonwealth as commissioners to open books at New Manchester for receiving subscriptions; said subscriptions not to exceed $5,000, in shares of twenty-five dollars each, to constitute a joint stock company, for the purpose of constructing and completing the road.  Shortly after this act had been re-established, Mr. James Stevenson received the contract to grade and construct said road from Fairview to Wellsburg, and John Cavinor from Fairview to the Pennsylvania line.  The road was re-surveyed by James G. Marshall.
This, however, did not take place until 1852, when the road was completed.  It lead through now Grant, Poe and Clay districts.  A few alterations took place on the original road, constructed in 1828, such as changing the course, and making some even grades.  The citizens subscribed about $2,000 and the commonwealth appropriated about $1,000.	
	The road only continued as a turnpike road for nearly three years.  It is still open, however, and used as a public highway.
	This, as the author is informed, was the only constructed turnpike road, and uses as such.  There was an act passed for the purpose of establishing a pike from Holliday’s 
Cove, but was never constructed.  That was along about the time the New Manchester turnpike road was completed.

THE HANCOCK COUNTY SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

	This association is composed of all the different denominational Sabbath Schools within the county.  A temporary organization took place in 1866: but a permanent organization was effected in the Presbyterian Church of New Cumberland, on January 2, 1868.  Rev. S. F. Grier delivered the address on welcome.
	The association has been twelve years in successful operation, increasing in interest and usefulness from year to year.  It meets annually, alternately at New Cumberland and Fairview.  Its sessions are of two days duration.
	“Its object is to form a more perfect union of all the friends of the Sabbath School enterprise, and to promote the cause of Sabbath Schools.  To co-operate with the State Sabbath School organization; encouraging and aiding Sabbath Schools generally, and to awaken an increased interest and efficiency in the work.”
	The first statistical report shows and enrollment of sixteen schools, (four of which failed to report,) which furnished a total enrollment of 994 scholars and 115 officers and teachers, making an aggregate total of 1,109.  At present there are twenty, furnishing an enrollment of 1,406 scholars and 119 officers and teachers, which makes a total of 1,525.  Total collections in schools in 1877, $592.84. 
	The first officers of the convention were, A. G. DeSellem, president; A. McC Flanegan, secretary.  The present officers are, Hugh Sutherin, president; Miss Ella F. Burns, treasurer; Thomas Lloyd, recording secretary; Miss Mary Mahan, corresponding secretary; T. C. Carothers, A. McC Flanegan, A. G. DeSellem, executive committee.

HANCOCK IN THE REBELLION.

		Virginia, a state that knew nothing but law and order before, became boisterous and rebellious in 1861, like a mighty hurricane on the bosom of the waters, and the waves of secession ran high and beat against the government with a great force, threatening and portending its overthrow.  But a portion of the state lifted higher and higher that emblem of their country, “the stars and stripes,” that some were want to drag and trample under foot.  Hancock stood firm with a number of its sister counties, for the preservation of its grand and glorious country.
	Although being a very small county, both in territory and population, it cannot be said that it was slow in coming forward with men to put down the rebellion.  At the first call for soldiers for the three months’ service, Hancock responded immediately by sending in a company, besides a number of others that enlisted in other companies recruited in bordering states and counties.
	The county had enrolled during this war four hundred and sixty-six men.  The  amount of money levied and paid by it as local bounties for volunteers mustered into the United States service was$60,830.
	The quota under call of March 14, 1864, was twenty-two men, and this call was promptly filled.  The next quota was eighty-four, which call was made in July, 1864, and this likewise readily responded to.  It had then a total of 110, making a surplus of two over its required amount.  On December 19, 1864, another demand for troops took place and its quota then was forty-eight.  The total credits the county received from February 1, 1864 to August 31, 1865, was 158.

THREE MONTHS’ SERVICE.

	On May 17, 1861, Captain B. W. Chapman recruited company I, of the First Regiment West Virginia Infantry volunteers, for the three months’ service.  The following persons were residents of Hancock:

	Officers—B.W. Chapman, captain; Thomas Lloyd, first lieutenant; Richard H. Brown, first lieutenant; M. B. Campbell, second lieutenant; Charles A. Freeman, first sergeant; William Hewitt, second sergeant; W. W. Morrow, third sergeant; J. D. Caldwell, corporal; B. L. Swearingen, corporal; Wm. M. Hart, corporal; Thomas Miller, corporal; J. F. McClintock, musician; Samuel Halstead, musician.
	Privates—J. O. Adams, W. G. Bonsall, J. H. Cullin, Samuel Chapman, Alex. Campbell, Ephriam Durbin, E. W. Gear, A. J. L. Kerr, G.W. Kemp, J. A. McCarty, Robert Sutor, Theo. L. Apple, S. K. Beebout, Lewis Crawford, James Curren, John W. Durbin, J. N. Edie. R. B. Hewitt, J. B. Kerr, N. Laughlin, J. C. McSwiggen, J. M. Steele, James Aten, John Baxton, Cyrus Caldwell, D. L. Kerr, F. J. Lockhart, J. C. Russell, J. R. Scott, Samuel Troup, J. W. White, W. C. Webb, W. H. Thayer, D. M. Wylie, Thomas Wassen, A. H. Vance, D. N. Wylie, Jacob Winch.
	The regiment was organized in May, 1861, at Wheeling, and was composed of volunteer companies from Hancock, Brooke, Ohio and Marshall counties.  These companies had been formed to resist aggressions from the portions of Virginia which had seceded.  When the President made the first call for 75,000 men the companies were mustered into service, for the period of three months, under command of Colonel B. F. Kelley.  The first engagement took place at Philippi, Barbour county, in June.  The regiment attacked Col. Porterfield and routed him completely.  In the action Colonel Kelley was seriously wounded in the breast.
	The regiment was separated during the remainder of their three months service.  A detachment of five companies served with General McClellan in the Rich Mountain campaign.  Another detachment was with Colonel Tyler, in the campaign against General Wise, who attempted, at that time, an invasion of this portion of the state. The remainder of the regiment was stationed on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.
	The three months men were mustered out of service on the 28th day of August, 1861, and the regiment re-organized under Colonel Joseph Thoburn.
	On the 14th day of November, 1861, the organization was perfected.  During the period of recruiting and re-organization of the regiment, four companies were sent to Burning Springs, and thence to Romney, Va., were they were joined on the 9th of November, 1861, by the remainder of the regiment.

COMPANY F AND G.

	Captain James E. Morrow recruited nearly all of company F in Hancock county, the officers and privates of which are as follows:
	Officers—James E. Morrow, captain; Theodore L. Apple, first lieutenant; James L. Steele, second lieutenant; Thayer Melvin, first lieutenant; Charles A. Freemam. First lieutenant; John W. White, first lieutenant; Thomas R. Sweeney, sergeant; Samuel K. Beebout, corporal.
	Privates—Peter Catlin, John Eskin, Robert Jackson, James Wycoff, James Brown, William McCrea, Octavius Reed, John Sweeney, Egbert P. Shulter, Thomas Gardner, Thomas Farnsworth, Martin Kemp, Simpson O’Brien, William Hart, Martin V. Brandon, William Chapman, Henry Farnsworth, Thomas J. Lockhart, William Allison, Benjamin Heckathorn, Abraham Moore, William Root, John Allison, Clinton Moore, Robert Marshall, George Hunter,  George Kemp, Joshua Peterson, Jesse Kemp, James A. McCarty, John Sullivan, Samuel Chapman, John Hutchinson, John Porter, James Bradley, W. E. Lowery, W. M. Miller, William Snider, John N. McCarty, Alex. Lockhart, Henry J. Maxwell, David Householder, John Kemp, John Pearce, Nathan C. Auston, George W. White.

COMPANY G.

	This company had but a few men from Hancock county.  The author has been informed that the following persons included all from this county:	
	Officers—Oscar F. Melvin, captain; Thomas Lloyd, first lieutenant; Joseph, O. Adams, second lieutenant; George W. Edie, corporal.
	Privates—C. B. Armstrong, John N. Edie, Daniel Kerr, John C. Pugh, John W. Plattenburg, Albert E. Bonsall, James E. Morrow, John A. Bonsall, Wm. G. Bonsall.
	On January 7th, 1862, this regiment participated in an engagement at Blue’s Gap, Virginia, and was in the command of General Lander at the evacuation of Romney, January 10th, continuing under him until his death at Paw-Paw Tunnel, Virginia, which occurred in February, 1862.  It subsequently formed a part of the third brigade of Gen. Shield’s division, and bore an active part in the battle of Winchester, Virginia.  March 23rd, 1862, and served with this division during the campaign in the Valley of Virginia through the months of April, May and June, in the meantime performing creditable and laborious service.

	At the battle of Port Republic, Virginia, which occurred on the 8th and 9th of June, it lost heavily.
	It was assigned to the forth brigade of Rickett’s division of McDowell’s corps, of the Army of Virginia, July 1862.  Whilst in this command it participated in the actions at Cedar Mountain, Rappahannock Station, Thorough-fare Gap and the second battle of Bull Run, which engagements all took place in August.  A detachment of five companies of this regiment was attacked, on the 5th of September, by Gen. Imboden’s brigade, and repulsed with small loss.  On the 11th, before day-break, it was attacked, by surprise, by a detachment of Imboden’s brigade, under command of McNeil, in which the camp and a large portion of the command were captured.  On the 30th of January, 1864, it retreated to New Creek, W. Va., before a superior force under command of Gen. Early.
	The regiment was sent to Wheeling on a veteran furlough on the 25th of February, 1864, and on April 1st it joined General Sullivan’s command, and was attached to the second brigade under command of Colonel Thoburn.
	In the months of April and may, 1864, it was in General Siegel’s campaign in the Shenandoah valley and engaged in the battle of New Market, May 14th and 15th, 1864, and meritoriously engaged in the battles of Piedmont and Lynchburg, and retreated with General Hunter’s army in its retreat from Lynchburg to the Kanawha river.
	Participated in the campaign of General Crook against Early in the Shenandoah valley, and was in the battles of Snicker’s Ferry and Winchester.  August, September and October it was actively engaged with Sheridan’s army, at Cedar creek, at Berryville, at Charlestown, and Halltown.
	On the 26th day of November, 1864, it was mustered out of service by Lieutenant Henry C. Peck, Fourteenth United States Infantry.


TWELFTH REGIMENT—COMPANY I.

Richard Hooker Brown, Major

	Out of this regiment, which was recruited in the counties of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, Marshall, Marion, Taylor and Harrison, company I was from this county.  The regiment was organized at Camp Willey, Wheeling, W. Va.
	Officers—John Henry Melvin, captain; Milton B. Campbell, first lieutenant; William Hewitt, second lieutenant; A. J. L. Kerr, first sergeant; James Porter, sergeant; James Aten, sergeant; Joseph Hewitt, sergeant; Thomas B. Bernard, sergeant; Marion M. Cullen, corporal; John S. Brobeck, corporal; Robert Ramsey, corporal; Sylvanus H. Debee, corporal; Samuel Beal, corporal; Andrew O. Apple, corporal; Van B. Bernard, corporal; Samuel Halstead, corporal; George S. Simpson, musician.
	Privates—James M. Abrams, Alex. B. Allison, John W. Allison, Isaac N. Cullen, James Y. Campbell, John W. flowers, William Fernsworth, John L. Harper, Wm. W. Haney, Wm. G. Allison, James Allison, Wm. H. Allison, Samuel H. Cullin, John M. Dornan, George W. Goddard, Alex. Hineman, John V. S. Harper, Sylvester B. Jenkins, Richard O. Allison, Peter P. Allison, Benton Applegate, W. B. Campbell, R. H. Fernsworth, Jacob Geer, Harvey Howard, John G. Hunter, W. C. Mahan, Samuel H. Miner, John C. Morrow, Henry Quear, Harper McRalston, David H. Snowden, W. W. Stewart, Milton H. Thayer, Charles A. Geer, James Swearingen, J. Bailey, George H. H. Bird, Alfred Finney, Andrew Jackson, George W. Pees, John M Thorn, Thomas Wasson, Wheeler Hobbs, Isaac H. Miller, Jacob Quear, Joseph B. Durbin, Joseph Scott, John G Allison, George Morehead, Robert W. Pugh, John Ridinger, James R. Snowden, John A. Scott, Samuel Troup, George B. Mackey, R. H. Brown, Thomas W. Bradley, John R. Baxter, Jesse Bailey, Peter Herbert, James W. Owens, David H. Russell, James Wilson, Andrew Dougherty, Charles Graham, W.E. Goddard, Morgan H. Miller, Daniel Pugh, W. B. Robb, Robert Snowden, Alex. Swearingen, Silas Wilkinson, Martin L. Carson, W. A. Scott, Joseph Scott, John S. Bailey, Cyrus Caldwell, William Jewell, David M. Patterson, C. H. Ross, L. M. Young, D. W. Cochran, W. W. Allison, Samuel B. Stewart, Wm. Beal, Wm. Thompson, John W. Geer, W. H. H. Jones.
	Immediately after the organization of this regiment, it was ordered to Clarksburg, Va., which place was then threatened by rebel forces, on a raid into Western Virginia.  A detachment of four companies was ordered to Beverly on the 2nd of September, and on the 4th of September, the remaining companies were ordered to Buckhannon, Va.  The detachment under command of lieutenant-Colonel Northcott, marched from Beverly to Webster, thence to Clarksburg, joining the regiment on the 1st of October, at Buckhannon.  A slight skirmish took place at Strasburg.  From this place they moved to Winchester, Va., reaching that place on the 23d of December, 1862, and there remained until the 26th of March, 1863, when it was ordered to Berryville, Va., and from thence on the 10th of May, to Clarksburg, W. Va.  Here the regiment remained until the 2d of June, and then by orders, returned to Winchester, and there participated in the engagement at that place on the 13th, 14th and 15th of June, when the command of General Milroy, was attacked by the army of General Lee, then on his raid into Maryland and Pennsylvania.  The regiment lost heavily in this engagement. The next engagement in which this regiment took an active part, was at the battle of New Market, on the 15th of May.  The regiment formed a part of the army in the Shenandoah Valley, under command of General Hunter, and was in the Lynchburg campaign.  In the battle of Piedmont, Va., this regiment, commanded by Colonel William B. Curtis, behaved with great gallantry, being the first to enter the rebel works, and captured a number of prisoners, and on the following day participated in the engagement a that place.  The enemy being in superior force and strongly fortified, the army began its retreat and arrived at Parkersburg on the 5th of July.
	In July and /august, it participated in the campaign of General Crook, against Early, in the Shenandoah Valley, and was at the battle of Snicker’s Ferry, July 18th, Winchester on the 24th, and at Cedar Creek, August 12th.  The regiment participated in none of the subsequent battles in the Valley, but accompanied the army in all its campaigns.  It afterwards was ordered to the army of the Potomac.  It was mustered out on the 16th day of June 1865.

FOURTH REGIMENT CALVARY—COMPANY E.
	
	Company F, of this regiment was recruited in this county by Capt. James H. Hibbits.  It was composed chiefly of young men from eighteen years of age to twenty-four.  The following named persons were members of the company”
	Officers—James H. Hibbits, captain; Richard B. Hewitt, first lieutenant; Daniel P. James, second lieutenant; Jas. H. Boyd, first sergeant; Monroe Miller, sergeant; George W. Smith, sergeant; George W. Staats, sergeant; Charles A. Craft, sergeant; George Brownwell, sergeant; Elijah Baker, sergeant; W. M. Panden, corporal; E. E. Robinson, corporal; W. H. McSwiggins, corporal; Samuel Summerville, corporal; David A. Hughes, corporal; James M. Orr, corporal; Isaac Washburn, corporal; Alexander Wilson, bugler; Warren Mason, bugler.
	Privates—Wm. Atwell, Nathan Boon, C. C. Anderson, Mansfield Bennett, Vicknell Anderson, Hamilton Boom, John Baum, T. F. Bucklew, W. H. Cochran, Henry C. Castle, Hezekiah Carpenter, Scott Dewees, Thomas Farmer, George W. Haum, Theodore J. Henry, Elijah Hill, Daniel F. Lowery, George W. McLeary, George B. Mackey, Jesse McPherson, William Ohse, Elias Palmer, James Rush, Philotis Stanly, Isaiah Smith, Lewis Wetzel, William J. Watson, George W. Zink, Lewis L. Owens, John W. Buckanan, John N. Brannon, James A. Cochran, Jas. M. Cheverount, Thomas Dody, W. M. Donohoo, Ed E. Glass, Atkinson Hupp, James Hughes, John s. Icenhour, Joseph Lloyd, David McOllister, John B. Maxwell, Charles E. Melvin, James P. Patterson, Edward Blunkett, William L. Russell, Phillip Shotto, Oliver Varner, Thomas B. West, Henry West, Jassper Clem, Mark Starcher, Richard E. Brandon, Josiah Coon, Joseph Cook, Moses C. Carmicheal, Columbus Dewees, Daniel D. Donohoe, Charles Gilbert. W. C. Hall, Henry Hawk, John w. King, N. S. Lloyd, Ezekiel J. Moore, James H. McCay, Jacob Eumford, Thomas D. Parish, Robert Richardson, Burris Snider, Mathew Silcot, Jacob Wetzel, Wilson Walker, John M. West, Henry Ohse.






FIRST REGIMENT WEST VIRGINIA LIGHT ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS.

	Company C—James Curren, David W. Kerns, Ephraim Durbin, William Melvin.
	Company D—James C. Allison, George W. Brandon, George W. Durbin, Alonzo Reed, John C. Reed, George B. Reed, George M. Rabbitt, S. M. Swearingen, James H. Wilson, William A. Murray, George W. Conley, John W. Durbin.

KILLED IN ACTION

	Nathan C. Auston killed in the engagement at Piedmont, Virginia, June 5th 1864.
	Thomas W. Bradley killed in action at Winchester, June 13, 1863.
	John W. Durbin died of wounds received in action at Lynchburg, June 18th, 1864.
	John R French killed in the battle of New Market, May 15th, 1864.
	Quite a number of the soldier boys of Hancock county sacrificed their lives because the country called them, and because they loved the Union, and were glad to fight to maintain its principles.  In various ways their blood was spilled.  If not in action, perhaps death resulted from wounds then received, and many met death by exposure, through hardships they had to endure—long fatigueing marches and short rations, and many things inconceivable to the thought of the uninitiated, made up the soldier’s life.  Talk to the old veteran of the camp-fires, and he tells you of interesting times and good, but speak of the weary marches, or go further still, and ask him of the battles.  Ah, his voice trembles as he speaks of Winchester, Piedmont and other places where soldiers lie over the field “bleeding at every vein.”  His face grows pale, and his eyes fill up, and it is with utmost efforts that he restrains a “thousand streams of affection” from flowing down his many cheek.  H may have lost a dear friend, a brother, or, preadventure, a father, and he falters as he relates those scenes.  But he feels that his cause was a just one, and therefore rejoices even, not withstanding all.

FREE SCHOOLS OF HANCOCK.

	So inferior were the common schools, prior to the introduction of the free school system, that no comparison with the present can be made.  In the first instance there was nothing to support or encourage the teacher, that he, in turn, might qualify himself to impart the proper instructions to his pupils.  As a consequence many more incompetent persons could be found engaged in teaching subscription school than those having the requisite amount of information to capacitate themselves for such purposes.  Wit little or no assurance of any stated sum for their labor, persons who would have been prepared to teaching sought other and more lucrative employment.  No dependence could be placed on what they might receive, and, no doubt, it often occurred that the teacher received no compensation at all for many of the pupils under his supervision and instruction.  This being about the situation of affairs, only a few schools compared with the present number were in existence previous to 1863.  The youth, in an educational point of view, were growing up without being properly educated as a majority, in the absence of a long felt necessity.  Children, whose parents being in meager circumstances in life, were often debarred even from the very limited advantages found in the common subscription schools.  Only perhaps in a few exceptions did such have an opportunity to attend.
	But when a system was inculcated, supported by the mighty arm of the law, new and comfortable school buildings erected competent teachers employed and regular and fair salaries paid for their services, a fund being set apart for that purpose, a new light dawned upon the educational interests of the county.  This, so broad and liberal a system, allows all an equal showing for learning, whether high or low, rich or poor.
	When pupils are willing to learn, they, under the present system have no excuse whatever, for not making rapid strides in their studies.  Schoolhouses are numerous within the county, dotting every district.  The districts, too, are small, making schools eligible and convenient for pupils.
	Whilst Hancock is a small county in area, it nevertheless is well supplied with school buildings, having twenty frame and two brick.  The value of the buildings are estimated at $20,850.00; furniture$1,150.00; with a library valued at $65.00, containing ninety-vive volumes.  It employs sixteen male and thirteen female teachers.  It has two graded and twenty common schools.  The average number of months taught is about six.
	The number of students studying orthography is 946; reading 869; writing 785; arithmetic 719; geography 263; English grammar 226; history 81; algebra 29; other branches 37.  The enumeration of youth for the school year 1878-9, is 1605.
	It is probable that the people of Hancock take as great an interest in the education of their children as the inhabitants of any county in the state.  Being hemmed in by the tow old enterprising counties of Jefferson, Ohio and Washington, Pa., they were early impressed with the importance of education and imbued with their interest in the free school systems, so long in successful operation in those two counties.  The schools are now in the most encouraging condition of prosperity, closely rivaling the best in the county.  Their success is a proof of the fact that it is as requisite that the patrons be interested as that the teacher be earnest.

TEACHERS INTITUTE.

	The Teachers’ Institutes are attended with great interest, and are not conducted exclusively by the teachers, as in some counties, but the patrons, by their presence and participation, heartily second the efforts of the teacher for the mutual improvement of themselves and their pupils.  The institutes are usually held as district institutes, but in 1878 a portion of the term allotted to these was occupied in attendance at the county institute.
	Many questions of vital importance to the public schools are discussed in these meetings, which prove great incentives in furthering on educational interests.  They also enlist the attention of the parents, and the attendance as well as interest is growing more and more each year.

COUNTY OFFICALS.

	Below are given the names of the county officials from the organization of the county in 1848 to 1878.  Some of the offices are now done away with which were in vogue in the early formation of Hancock.  The first and present justices are shown, the rest omitted.  All the others are given in the order in which they were elected.
	Justices of the Peace for 1848—John Pittenger, John Gardner, John Mayhew, David Pugh, David Wylie, Thomas Elder, Greenberry Wilcoxen, Andrew Henderson, William H. Grafton, George Johnston.
	Justices of the Peace for 1878—W. C. Pursey, President; Alexander G. Pugh and William McDonald, Grant district; Hugh Sproule and George Pugh, Poe district; Nathan B. Grafton and John Campbell, Clay district; E. A. Freshwater and William M. Lee, Butler district.
	Sheriffs—David Wylie, from 1848 to1850, William H. Grafton, from 1850 to 1856; Jabez H. Cochran, from 1856 to 1858; Samuel Wilson, from 1858 to 1862; John w. Hobbs, from 1862 to 1866; Samuel W. Wilson, from 1866 to 1870; John Wilson, from 1870 to 1877; R. H. Brown, from 1877 to1880.
	Clerks of Court—John H. Atkinson, A. R. McCown, Daniel Donehoo, A. McC. Flanegin.
	Clerks of Circuit Court—John H. Atkinson, A. R. McCown, Daniel Donehoo, Jasper Whims, Charles N. Collins.  A. McC. Flanegin.
	Prosecuting Attornies—Robert C. Brown, Thayer Melvin, James G. Marshall, Thayer Melvin, James G. Marshall, Thayer Melin, Daniel Donehoo, John R. bonehoo, James G. Marshall.
	Assessors—Josiah A. Adams, Rezin R. Gardner, A. J. Marks, James G. Marshall, Spencer A. Griffith, William Flanegin, David Jenkins, Joseph W. Allison, A. J. L. Kerr, George L. Baxter, Jason W. Hart.
	County Treasurers—John Campbell, Benedict C. Brashear.
	County Surveyors—Thomas Hewitt, James W. Brown.
	County Recorders—William C. Allison, D. S. Nicholson, A. McC. Flanegin, John N. Edie, A. McC. Flanegin.
	Coroners—William H. Grafton, John C. Long, William Morrow.
	County School Superintendents—Rev. Pomeroy, C. M. Collins, T. C. Caruthers, H. C. Shepherd, Van B. Barnard.
	Represenatives—The following named gentlemen represented Hancock county in the House of Delegates.  They are given in the order in which they were elected.  The dates of their elections could not be accurately ascertained, therefore, are omitted: Thomas Bambrick, Thomas j. Hewitt, O. W. Langfitt, George McPorter, W. L. Crawford, B. J. Smith, J. H. Hibbits, Daniel Donehoo, Joseph W. Allison, John A. Campbell, L. A. Stedman, J. H. Quinn.














CHAPTER LVIII

HISTORY OF THE TOWNS AND DISTRICTS IN HANCOCK COUNTY

POE DISTRICT

	Poe distruct was erected in accordance with an act passed July, 1863.  It is about four miles in width and six in length, and bounded by Grant district on the north, east by Pennsylvania, south by clay, and west by the Ohio river.  It is watered by Tomlinson’s run and its tributaries, through the interior and eastern portion.  The district is diversified with hills and valleys.  It contains excellent farming land.  There are two towns located within its limits.  Fairiew, the county seat and New Lexington.  The former has a population of about 400 and the later about 50.  There are three school buildings and five schools; three churches, Methodist, Presbyterian and Christian.  George Baxter, William C. Murry and J. Broebeck, each run a grist mill; three brick manufactories; one woolen factory, operated at present by a Mr. Shafer—P.D. Pugh is proprietor, and has leased the factory to the above named person.  It also contains two tanneries.  This comprises the business of Poe.
	The following is a memorandum of a meeting held by the voters organizing the township, and the proceedings for several years following:  


							Court House, November 21st, 1864

	At a legally called and organized meeting of the voters of Poe township, Hancock county, West Virginia, an election was held for a township committee, which resulted in the choice of the following gentlemen:  William Shay, James Stevenson, George Brown, Abraham Pittinger, and Robert Campbell, all free holders in Poe Township:
	Resolved, that an additional five cents be laid on the building fund.  The amount being fixed by law, being deemed insufficient.  On motion adjourned.
                                                                                         J. H. Pugh, Superintendent.
J. H. Harper, Township Clerk.  


							Court House, May 11, 1865  

	At a meeting of the voters of Poe township, being legally notified and a legal number of said voters being present, said meeting proceeded, in accordance with the seventeenth clause in the act relating to township officers, to elect a township committee. The following men, being freeholders within Poe township, in the county of Hancock and state of West Virginia, were duly elected, viz:  Wm. Shay, James Stevenson, George Brown, Abraham Pittenger and Robert Campbell.
	On motion, resolved by said meeting, that the building fund for the accommodation of free schools in our township being fixed by law at only five cents on the hundred dollars, and being entirely insufficient, therefore an additional five cents was levied at said meeting, making in all ten cents on the hundred dollars, on the taxable property of the township.  Said levy, when made, amounted to six hundred and sixteen dollars and twenty-eight cents.
	Also resolved, that the levy for educational purposes be to the extent of the law, if necessary.  On motion, adjourned.
								J. H. Pugh, Superintendent.
 J. H. Harper, Township Clerk       

                                                                              Court House, May 24, 1866.

	At the regular annual meeting of the voters of Poe township, Hancock county, W. Va., the number of voters required by law being present, proceeded to levy for educational purposes, which resulted in laying three mills on the dollar.  On motion, adjourned.
									Hugh Pugh, Sup.
J. H. Harper, Township Clerk

									      May 24, 1866.

	On the application of Thomas Brambrick to the undersigned, Surveyors of Roads of Poe township, in the county of Hancock and State of West Virginia, and for reasons satisfactory to them, it is ordered that the division line between the middle and eastern road districts, numbers two and three be so changed as to include the residence of said Thomas Brambrick, in the middle or Court House district, commencing at the fixed corner, near Langfitt’s stable, thence to the corner of Spivey, Glass and Brambrick’s, thence to the mouth of Pittenger’s lane on the Liverpool road, at Pugh and Morrow’s line.
									Samuel Huff,
									Alex. Allison,
									A. D. Pugh,
					Surveyors of Roads in Districts Nos. 1, 2 and 3.

									June 15, 1866.

	I certify this to be a true copy as given to me.
							                    J. H. Harper, Tp. Cl’k.


MURRY’S MILL

	When William Murry settled where the mill now stands, in about 1818, there then stood an old saw mill, which was in running order, and also a log grist mill, but it was worn out and not used.  In the following year after his removal to this place he built a frame grist mill, and commenced operations in it as soon as completed.  He continued grinding wheat for the neighborhood until 1833, when his son, William C. Murry, purchased it, who followed milling there till 1852, when it accidentally caught fire and was consumed.  In 1853 his son erected the present mill, and has been engaged operating the same ever since. 
	In the spring of 1878 he sunk a gas well.  After six weeks work he obtained gas, at the depth of 715 feet, and in sufficient quantity to run his mill by it, besides furnishing two dwellings with light and fuel, and having plenty to spare.  His place and surroundings is nightly illuminated by the waste gas.
	The fact that prompted Mr. M. in the first place to sink an oil well was from what occurred during the great oil excitement.  He, in company with others, sunk a well at the mouth of Deep Gut run for the purpose of obtaining oil, but instead struck a strong vein of gas.  This, of course, led him to conclude that there was gas on his land, and the conclusion did not prove fallacious.

FAIRVIEW.

	The location of Fairview is upon a prominent eminence, 420 feet above the level of the Ohio river, and is surrounded on three sides by still higher hills, which break off with regular and sometimes abrupt indentations.  These points are eligible for observation, and the scenery afforded from their tops and the town is picturesque—being well diversified by hills and valleys, and possessing none of the monotonous tameness which characterizes towns located on western prairies.  As far as the eye can carry the beholder, are seen beautiful, valuable and well improved farms, whilst here and there are found narrow strips of timber intervening the cultivated lands.  While Fairview can’t boast of a large town, it can rejoice at having one of the healthiest situations of any in the state.  Since the creation of Hancock county, in 1848, it has been made the seat of justice for the county.

WHEN LAID OUT.

	Dr. David Pugh, who colonized here in an early day, located a large tract of land where Fairview is situated, and in about the year 1810 conceived the propriety of laying out a town, and, as he thought this a suitable site, accordingly laid out a portion of his land into 113 town lots that year.  It was then called New Manchester, but the post office went by the name of Fairview.  He afterwards enlisted in the war of 1812, and received a commission as captain.

THE TOWN IN 1814.

	The town as it appeared in 1814 is gathered from a couple of old gentlemen.  Their memories corroborate as nearly as possible.  First, a house stood where the “Virginia House” is located; one here Mr. Lloyds’s residence is found; one occupying the ground upon which squire Plattenburg lives; one where Moore’s store is situated; one where the “Manchester House” stands, (it is claimed that this is the original building still remaining of the few.)
	Joseph gamble kept a hotel; Solomon Cook, a saddler shop; Dr. McLain, practiced medicine; Samuel Moor kept a store; David Kerns carried on hatting where Prosecuting Attorney Marshall’s residence is now located; Thomas Moore kept a hotel in the Manchester House; a lady known as Aunt Betty Brown kept a “Tippler’s house” in a house situated between The Manchester House and McFLanegan’s; Old Jacob Comton carried on the cooper business, and Louis Cline and B. Allison followed blacksmithing.  It contained a population of about sixty.  Its first name was New Manchester (although often called Pughtown), and went by that name for a great many years.
	The village never improved very much until the county-seat was fixed here, then it received and impetus which continued but for a season and subsided.  It has neither natural nor artificial advantages to ever make a commercial point.  It is situated three miles from the river, at the nearest place, and as far from the railroad.  It receives a daily mail by hack.
	The inhabitants are social, hospitable and intelligent, generally speaking.
	On February 10, 1871, it was incorporated as Fairview, but owing to extra expenses, taxes came too heavily upon its citizens, and it was requested by them to have the act of incorporation abrogated, and accordingly, on December 20, 1873, it was repealed.
	The population will not exceed 450, at the present time.  It has not improved any within the last few years.  A good substantial school building, which does credit to the town, was erected a few years ago.

HOTELS.

Fairview affords three hotels, with ample accommodation for the “inner man.”  The first hotel is 

THE VIRGINIA HOUSE.

Situated on Market street, was originally built for hotel purposes in about 1818.  A Mr. Kidd was carrying on an inn along in 1820.  In 1830 Samuel Connelly took charge and continued for a number of years.  He was succeeded by Thomas hunt, and then followed by Alex. Morrow, who continued the business until his death, which occurred on December 21, 1871.  After this it was carried on until 1873 by his widow, Mrs. Sarah J. Morrow, when Mr. George Stewart, the present proprietor, started.  He keeps a good house.  He is an excellent landlord, and his wife makes and affable landlady.

MANCHESTER HOUSE.
	This hotel building, it is claimed, was the first house built in Fairview, and a hotel was kept in it in the year 1812, by Thomas Moore.  It has been used as a hotel building ever since.  In May, 1862, Joseph Burns started there in the tavern business, and kept up to his death, which sad event took place July 20, 1869.  His widow, Mrs. Jane Burns, still continues the business.

HARPER HOUSE.

Started in April 1877.  J. H. Harper, proprietor.

PHYSICIANS.

	The earliest physician that practiced in this section was Dr. McLane.  He was succeeded by Drs. Campbell, Shanley, Sims, McBeth, Reed, McKinsey, and others.

FAIRVIEW LODGE, NO 40, A. F. & A. M.

	Under a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of West Virginia, which was received April 20, 1869, this body proceeded to work.  Grand Master J. Bates instituted it.  The charter was granted November 10, 1869.  The original members were as follows:
	Charles N. Collins, George L. Baxter, Leonard Hobbs, John Wilson, James E. Marshall, William Luke, Edward Campbell, Samuel Murry, and John W. Mayhew.
	The primitive officers elected and installed were as follows:
	Charles N. Collins, W. M.; George L. Baxter, S.W.; Leonard Hobbs, J. W.; John Wilson, Treasurer; James E. Morrow, Secretary; James G. Marshall, S. D.; Edward Campbell, J. D.; John W. Mayhew, Tyler.
	Present officers—Daniel H. Yant, W. M.; Leonard Hobbs, S. W.; Sampson Smith, J. W.; John Wilson, Treasurer; Absaolm Baxter, Secretary; Edward Campbell, Chaplain.
	It has a membership at present of about 22.  Initiated, 25; raised, 23; suspended, 6; deaths, 2, demitted, 4.
	Nights of meeting, every Tuesday on or preceding the full of the moon.  Hall on third floor of Hobb’s building.

HANCOCK LODGE NO. 44, I. O. O. F.

	The society was organized under a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of West Virginia on October 27, 1868.  Grand officers officiating: Thomas G. Steele, Grand Secretary, and R. T. Roberts, Grand Treasurer.
	The charter members were as follows: D. H. Yant, James C. Allison, Thomas Lloyd, B. F. Smith, and Samuel Moore.
	The officers elected stood as follows: D. H. Yant, Noble Grand; James C. Allison, Vice Grand; Thomas Lloyd, Secretary; B. F. Smith, Permanent Secretary; Samuel Moore, Treasurer.
	The present officers are:  Samuel Allison, Noble Grand; Thomas Cunningham, Vice Grand; John H. Melvin, Recording Secretary; Simon Gibler, Permanent Secretary; Saumel Moore, Treasurer.
	The number initiated since its organization is eighty-six.  Its night of meeting, Saturday evenings.  Hall, in second floor of Wilson’s building, opposite court house. The lodge has accumulated $500.  It has buried two brethren since the organization.

EUREKA ENCAMPMENT NO. 19, I. 0. 0. F.

	Organized September 22, 1869; Charter members, Thomas Lloyd, J. C. Allison, J. C. Gardner, B. J. Campbell, Shannon B. Lyons, Samuel Moore, and D. H. Yant, who were also the officers.  Their meeting nights is twice a month.  They have initiated since their formation about thirty members. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH.

	At the west end of Market street, Fairview, stands a time defaced and dilapidated brick church, which was erected in the year 1828.  A half century has elapsed since its consecration took place for the worship of the true God.  Among the energetic and active members of that day, who were instrumental in erecting this church building are found the names of Henry Melvin, and Jesse Cisson, who have long since departed to that realm of which they were delighted to sing and talk of.  Before the church was built, services had been conducted in private houses, prominent among them appears a Mr. Dougherty and Mr. Nathan Thayer.  Only about ten families composed the congregation.  Little is known of the Methodist history back of the date mentioned.  There is, at present, only one person surviving, and still a resident of Fairview, that was a member when the building was dedicated—Mrs. James Melvin.
	The original class-leaders were Henry Melvin and Jesse Cisson.
	The early ministers who supplied them with the preaching of God’s Word, were the Revs. George Brown, John Clark, John Cowl, and others whose names cannot be obtained.
	The earliest record that is extant carries the author back to October 27, 1849, and here is found the name of Rev. W. Reeves and the officers of the church: Stewart, Andrew Halstead and Dennis S. Bernard; trustees; John Sutton, Samuel Reed, Dillon Hodgson, James Melvin, Hanson Hobbs and John Brown.
	The leaders in the year 1850 were John Milligan and D. W. Estill.
	In 1850 the membership numbered over sixty.
	Its last quarterly conference was held November 16, 1878.
	Owing to the removal of a large majority of its m embers by death, and otherwise, from time to time, and the church building giving out—not considered at all safe to meet in, the organization is here fast dying.  Unless active movements are soon brought into requisition, death will be written above its door.  To-day the congregation’s history for numerical strength reminds them of its history of 1828. It is thought by some, however, that a new building will soon replace the old one, and certainly the remaining members are not so lethargic in the cause of Methodism as to permit it to die in Fairview, at the age of little over a half century.  It is too good to die so young.

DISCIPLES’ CHURCH.

	In 1860 the first organization of this association of Christians was effected in Fairview by a Mr. Joseph Beall and a few other names.  There were but few members then in and near this village.  The society succeeded in erecting a small frame building to worship in, which was afterward sold and the members united with the church at New Cumberland, W. Va.  Occasionally preaching was conducted at Fairview by Bishop Campbell, Prof. C. L. Loos and W. K. Pendleton, of Bethany College.  The court house was used for holding worship in until 1872.  The Methodist Protestant Church after that was then rented f                                                                                                                                          or a short time.  During the winter of 1873 a protracted meeting was carried on by Elders J. M. Vanhorn and E. L. Fraizer, at which time quite a number of accessions were made to the association, as them styled.  The members concluded after that to organize a church and accomplished the same of the 21st of February, 1874, the ceremonies being conducted by elder E. L. Fraizer.  Nicholas Spivey and D. H. Yant were elected elders;  Leonard Hobbs, Samuel Wilcoxen and Thomas Lloyd as deacons. The membership at that time had increased to nearly eighty.  They continued to occupy the Methodist Protestant Church, being supplied with preaching by J. M Vanhorn, S.W. Brown, Carrell Ghant, Ebert Slade and others, until the spring of 1876, being then denied the use of the house, they were again compelled to procure the use of the court house until a building could be erected.  A building committee was appointed by the congregation consisting of Nicholas Spivey, D. H. Yant, John Wilson, Nathan B. Grafton,  J. W. Hobbs and Thomas Lloyd.  On the 20th day of March, 1876, the above committee met (adding as another member of the committee James G. Marshall, Esq.) and organized by electing Nicholas Spivey, president; John Wilson, treasurer; and Thomas Lloyd, secretary.  Subscription papers were made out and the committee started it by subscribing $1,000.  A building lot was purchased at a cost of one hundred and twenty-five dollars.  The next meeting was held on the 15th day of March, 1876, at which time it was ascertained by the committee that $2,217.00 had been subscribed, and quite a number of the subscribers belonged to other churches as well as non-church members.  The contributions were liberal, so mush so that the committee felt justified in the erection of a church edifice.  The committee decided to build a frame house, dimensions as follows; 38x58 feet; 18 feet to the square, with very steep roof; entire height, including belfry, 65 feet.  On the 10th day of March, 1876, the contract for building said church was let to Mr. H. M. Ralston, Fairview.   The plan and specifications were drawn by James Eaton, of Hookstown, Pa.  The church was completed October 15, 1876.  On September 8, 1876, it was dedicated to the worship of God.  The dedicatory sermon was delivered by Prof. W. K. Pendleton, President of Bethany College, W. Va., at which time an additional subscription of $375.00 was obtained.
	The building is a substantial as well as an elegant one, being furnished with dressing-rooms, comfortable seats of modern style, organ, chandeliers, carpet, good bell, all in compete order, at a cost of $3,300.
	The present minister is F. J. Wilfing; N. B. Pugh and Geo. Pugh, elders; Nicholas Spivey, Leonard Hobbs, Samuel Wilcoxen, O. S. Marshall, deacons; Thomas Lloyd, Sunday-school superintendent.

THE HANCOCK COUNTY COURIER.

	The Hancock County Courtier, now in successful operation, is the first paper ever printed in the county.  It was established in 1869, the first issue appearing on the 19th of February of that year.  The paper was started under rather embarrassing circumstances, but by untiring labor has become one of the fixed institutions of Hancock county.  The paper is strictly independent upon all subjects, and by its conservative course now enjoys a circulation of nearly seven hundred.  J. W. Plattenburg, the founder and present proprietor, is a practical printer, having had nearly thirty years’ experience in the business.  Mr. P., during his life, has been connected with the publication of several papers, and has come to know just what a country paper is for.
	The Courier is a twenty-eight column paper; and printed in a clear typographical manner.  The subscription is one dollar per annum, in advance.

MAIL ROUTES.

	The first act passed under the constitution of the United States, establishing a postal system in this county, was by the Congress, on February 20, 1792, entitled an “Act to establish the post office and post-roads within the United States,” which received the approving signature of George Washington, President, and went into effect, in accordance with its provisions, on June 1st, 1972.
	The first mail route established to this place, lead from Wellsburg, through Holliday’s Cove.  As to the exact date of the erection of the same, it cannot now be conveniently ascertained.  It is put however, about 1818, or earlier.  This was a weekly mail.  About 18--, there was another route established, leading from Fairview to Pittsburgh, once a week, and in 1872, it was changed to three times a week.
	The Wellsburg mail route ceased in 1858, and then one was carried to Wellsville, as a daily mail about thirteen years.
	In 1871, the Wellsville mail route was discontinued, and a new route from McCoy’s Station, through New Cumberland to Fairview went into effect, which is daily.

	POSTMASTERS.

	Since the establishment of the Fairview post office, the village has had nine postmasters, as follows:
	The first postmaster was Larry Kenan, an Irishman.  He received his appointment under President Monroe’s administration.  The office was in a log cabin that stood where Esquire Plattenburg’s residence is located.  He was then a man of about 60 years of age.  He retained the office for several years, and was then followed by Bambrick.  He was the father-in-law of Thomas Bambrick.
	The second postmaster was Thomas Bambrick, who received the appointment in 1823 or 1824, and held the office for a number of years.  He kept the office in a small log house that stood where John Wilson’s saddler shop now stands.  He also dealt on a small scale, in connection with the post office, in the grocery business.
	The third postmaster was John C. McCown, who received his appointment under President Van Buren, in about 1836.  He removed to the old McCown building, on Market street.  He carried on the dry goods business.  He was postmaster quite a number of years.
	The fourth postmaster was Absalom Owens, who received the appointment in 1854, and kept the office where Plattenburg lives.  He had it only about a year, and was succeeded by Wilson.
	The fifth postmaster was John Wilson, who received the appointment under President Buchanan, and kept it in the building where he is now carrying on the harness business.
	William Shay, the sixth postmaster, was appointed in 1861, under President Lincoln, and held the office until 1866.  He removed the office to the room now occupied by Samuel Moore’s store.
	John Wilson received the appointment again, under Johnson, and it was removed to his shop, where it was retained until 1869.
	Miss Jennie Edie then received the appointment, under President Grant, and the office was removed to the private residence of Mrs. Elizabeth Edie and kept there until 1878.
	In 1878 W. C. Pomeroy was appointed postmaster, and the office then removed to his store building.
	Prior to the establishment of an office here the settlers were obliged to carry their letters to Charlestown, now Wellsburg, to mail them, where they also received mail, that being the nearest post office then in the county.  This was twenty-two miles distant from Fairview.  The inconvenience of the citizens here in receiving and sending mail can better be imagined than describe

BANDS.

	The first band ever organized in the village was styled the “Fairview Brass Band.”  Its formation was affected in 1850 by Prof. I. J. Ruhul, of Ohio.  The names of its members are given as follows: Leader, Henry Brown; First Cornet, Samuel W. Wilson; Second Cornet, John Wilson; Syrus Beall, Daniel Donehoo, John A. Prosser, Robert Wilkinson, John A. Steel, Simpson O’Brien, Oscar Cameron and Daniel F. Cornell.
	This organization continued about three years, discoursing good music.  The removal of some of its members caused its disorganization.

FAIRVIEW CORNET BAND.

	This band organized December 10, 1876, under the immediate auspices of Prof. Charles Vannostrand.  The members were as follows, viz:  W. W. Wilson, Oscar F. Wilson, James M. Shay, G. W. Marshall, D. S. Marshall, J. H. Settle, John Bisman, Frank Silverthorne, J. O. Marshall, J. D. Pugh, Elmer F. Wilson, J. C. Silverthorne, H. H. Harper and Chas. Durbin.
	The following officers were elected: President, W.W. Wilson, Secretary, O. F. Wilson; Treasurer, Robert A. Shay.
	The instruments for the band were procured from a defunct society at Cannonsburg and cost $135.  They were purchased at a bargain and are first class German silver horns.
	On November 18, 1878, the society underwent a new organization, and elected non-members of the band as their officers, in order, perchance, of improvement and instruction.  The following citizens were chosen as their officers: D. H. Yant, president; J. W. Plattenburg, secretary; Dr. Donehoo, musical director; John H. Settle, re-elected treasurer.  The band now consists of the following named members: James M. Shay, Oscar Wilson, Frank Silverthorne, Dorwin Marshall, George Marshall, Orman Marshall, James Silverthorne, John H. Settle, Harry Harper, Elmer Wilson, W. W. Wilson, and Charles Durbin.

THE AGRICULTURAL WORKS.

	In the year 1869, J. W. Allison, Alex. Morrow, D. S. Nicholson, Daniel Donehoo, William H. Pugh, John G. Hunter, James H. Pugh and Samuel Wilson, formed a corporation for the purpose of manufacturing and selling agricultural implements.  This association was known as the Champion Manufacturing Company.  The frame building, originally erected for a wool house, was purchased by this company form D. S. Nicholson, and re-arranged with an addition of a blacksmith shop 26x40 feet.  As soon as the machinery could be procured and all necessary material, operations by this company began.  The company continued four years, driving a very successful and fair business the first three years, but the depression of trade which swept over the whole land, was keenly felt by then.  In 1873, the establishment was leased to Allison & Morrow for three years, and the business was conducted by them with some little profit.  At the expiration of the lease, Mr. Allison purchased his partners’ interest in the material left on hand and has been carrying it on ever since, but not as extensively as he purposes doing in 1879.

LAWYERS.

		Soon after the erection of the county, R. C. Brown commenced the practice of law.  He came early in 1848 and was the first lawyer living in Fairview.  He remained a few years and then removed to Iowa, but now resides in California.
	Daniel Donehoo commenced practicing in Fairview in 1850.  W. L. Long and the present Judge Melvin, in 1853.  J. R. Donehoo, in 1855.  George M. Scott, in 1857.
	The present lawyers are prosecuting attorney James G. Marshall, and J. R. Donehoo.

SUMMARY OF THE BUSINESS OF FAIRVIEW.

	Three dry good stores, one drug and hardware store, two blacksmith shops, four shoe shops, one chair and undertaking establishment, one cabinet shop, one wagon shop, two saddle shops, one planning mill, three hotels and two doctors, comprises the business.

THE FLATS GRAVEYARD.

	Among myrtle, ivy, tangled stalks of dead rose bushes, depressed graves and broken tomb-stones, are found the following named persons, buried underneath, its sod.  This being a denominational burial place, the Presbyterian elders are grouped together:
	Robert Moore, born 1787, died 1847: John Allison, born 1780, died 1852; Henry Silverthorne, born 1774, died 1853; Hugh Sproule, born 1775, died 1855; Abraham Prosser, born 1793, died 1863; Thomas Cameron, born 1795, died 1865; John Scott, born 1791, died 1877; John Pittenger, born 1760, died 1870; Andrew Henderson, unknown.
	The next are those who sacrificed their lives that their country might be spared and the union of states remain:
	James R. Snowden, James Aten, Isaac Miller, Wm. B. Campbell, Wm. A. Murry, all of Company I, Twelfth West Virginia Infantry.
	Next are discovered the graves of
	David Pugh, born 1779, died 1855; Peter Pugh, born 1770, died 1850.
	Of the very old men, the following are seen:
	James Allison, born March 30, 1744, died March 27, 1844; David Miller, born 1743, died 1842; Jonathan Allison, born 1776, died 1872; John McMillan, born 1748, died 1825; George Wilhelm, born 1761, died 1849; John Miller, born 1789, died 1875; Andrew McCown, born, 1767 died 1856; William Aten, born 1779, died 1860; John Marshall, born 1783, died 1860; John Gallaher, born 1754, died 1839; John Edie, born 1762, died 1842.
	John Snowden, an Indian scout, who furnished valuable information and aid to the early settlers more than one hundred years ago, rendering similar service as that of Lewis Wetzel, lies buried here, with grave unmarked only by slight indentation of ground.
	Alexander Morrow, born 1815, died 1871; Mrs. Sarah Harper, born 1780, died 1863; Mrs. Nancy McHenry, born 1784, died 1859; Mary Allison, born 1790, died 1876.
These are among some of the oldest and most prominent persons interred in this grave yard.  Space would not admit of mentioning all that are buried here, neither would it be expected in a history of this kind.  Only some of the pioneers of what is now Hancock county, are given, with a few soldiers.

CLAY DISTRICT.

	This district partially occupies the central portion of the county, and is bounded on the north by Poe, east by Pennsylvania, south by Butler, and west by the Ohio river; is about three and a half miles broad, and five wide.  It is the largest manufacturing district in Hancock.  Its organization was effected soon after the establishing of townships.  As a farming district, like all in the county, it ranks high. It contains 10,293 acres.

THE CLIFTON FIRE BRICK WORKS.

	In the year 1844, Messrs. Lewis K. McCoy and Lewis Shall began operations in the fire brick business on the present site of the Clifton Works.
	In the spring of 1845, Messrs. McCoy and Shall disposed of their brick yard to Messrs. Thomas Atkinson & Sons, who continued the business until the decease of the senior partner, in 1850; and in 1854, J. H. Atkinson having purchased the interests of all other parties, continued the making of bricks until the year 1869, when he sold to Smith, Porter & Co., and the yard became known as the Clifton Works.
	During the year 1856, a new yard was started by Atkinson & Garlick, adjoining  the yard of J. H.Atkinson.  Thompson Mackey having purchased an interest therein, the name was changed to T. Garlick & Co., and in 1864, by change of owners, the firm became known as Atkinson & Adams for one year, when Mr. Adams removing to the west, the yard was by J. H. Atkinson alone, until it was purchased, in 1867, by Cullen & Bros., and by them sold in1876, to Smith, Porter & Co., and it became merged into what is known as the Clifton Works.
	To say that the Clifton is a model establishment would hardly give the reader a satisfactory idea of its completeness in every department.  The clay is ground up fine by immense rollers.  The rollers of which we speak form a part of the main machinery of a brick yard.
	At the Clifton the rollers are very large, and there being three sets of them, their capacity for grinding is 100 tons per day.  One set of rollers is used exclusively for grinding what is termed “fine ground clay.”  This clay is all under cover, being sheltered by a large and substantial frame building.  In connection with this department might be mentioned a labor saving machine, which consists of a railroad running the entire length of the building, and supported by trestle work, standing up almost to the roof of the building.  The clay I conveyed on this railroad into the shed on cars, instead of on wheelbarrows, as formerly.
	The brick yard.—The yard for drying the brick is very large, and all under cover.  The roof works on the same principle as do the slats of a shifting window-shutter, and can be opened or closed just as desired.  During the summer months, many bricks are dried on the floor of the yard, which will hold near 50,000 at one time.
	The dry house is a large building on the floor of which 10,000 bricks can be kept drying at one time.  The dry house enables the firm to make bricks throughout the entire winter.  The Clifton’s capacity for drying is 100,000 per day.  Here are made every variety of form and size from the common split brick to the largest and most peculiarly shaped tile.  The Clifton makes about 3,000,000 bricks per year.  There are ten kilns used for burning the bricks, and ten engines for running the machinery.  Through the ingenuity of Mr. Porter these engines are run my gas as fuel.

THE AETNA FIRE-BRICK WORKS.

	In the year 1844 operations were begun in the fire-brick trade, just above the mouth of Deep Gut run, by Thomas Freeman, who called the works “The Aetna.”  About the year 1853, Thomas Manypenny, with his three brothers, Joseph, Alexander, and John, purchased the Aetna works of Thomas Freeman’s heirs and conducted the business 

of T. Manypenny & Co., until John Manypenny, selling his interest to his brothers, and Thomas Manypenny going into business at another yard, the firm name became J. & A. Manypenny and continued to be the name to the present.  Their capacity is 7,500 per day.  The Aetna manufacture the best of bricks made, owing to the peculiar quality of the clay.

NEW CUMBERLAND.

	The town of New Cumberland was first laid out in lots (forty-two in number) in the fall of 1839, by John Cuppy, immediately above the mouth of Hardin’s run and upon the bank of the Ohio river.  It received the name of Vernon at first, but when the sale of lots took place Mr. Cuppy in deference to the wishes of the purchasers, named it New Cumberland.  The following spring Mr. John Chapman erected the first house, being the south end of the house in which Dr. Shanley now resides, and preparations were made for several buildings, which went up during the year 1841.  Mr. Isaac Flowers building, where the store of Mr. Shanley now stands, and the John gamble building and a portion of the house in which Jackson Snowden lives.  Lloyd Chapman erected the present house of Isaac Cullen and Hezekiah Flowers built the house in which he still lives.  During the year 1842 quite a number of houses were added to the village, among them the house of Mr. Shauble, built by John Chapman for John Cuppy, the proprietor of the place, and here in 1842 was delivered the first sermon ever preached in New Cumberland, by a rev. John Jackman, a New Light or Bible Christian, as he called himself.

WHEN THE POST OFFICE WAS ESTABLISHED.

	Sometime during the summer of 1844 a post office was established for the first time, in the store building of N. B. & w. h. Grafton, which still stands immediately north of Dr. Shanley’s residence.  W. H. Grafton, sr., was appointed postmaster, and the mail came in from Holliday’s Cove upon each Saturday afternoon.  From 1850 the mails were carried twice a week, private subscription paying for this second trip, when in 1856 a daily mail was obtained, connecting at Elliottsville for several years, and then at McCoy’s Station, upon the Cleveland and Pittsburgh railroad, and now in 1878 the Post Office Department has added another convenience by giving us two mails each day, putting our inhabitants in close connection with the business of the country.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

	About the year 1849 the number of citizens had so increased, and the growing interests of the fire-brick business, gave such assurance of a permanent increase of population and wealth that it was decided to erect a new school house.  The architect was William Langfitt, and for more than twenty years that build was school house, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, court house, lyceum, place of voting and town hall.  For years the scenes transacted will be vividly remembered by all of our older inhabitants.  Here many of our good citizens secured their first rudiments of education, and many there graduated for the business of life.  The history of the sermons there delivered, of the instructions given, of the lawyers’ eloquent appeals; and the inimitable fun of many a mock court, the youthful longing for oratorical renown in many a school exhibition, the stirring notes of many a political campaign, have passéd away never to be perpetuated but in the memories of those who met there from 1849 to 1871, and when those memories fail, but little will be saved from that ocean where forgetfulness reigns supreme.
	Upon the completion of the new school building in 1871, the old school house was sold, and with al its age and memories became the property of Dr. Shanley, and it now does service as the store house for W. P. Shanley’s grocery, standing upon almost the exact site of a house built in 1841 by Isaac Flowers.

CHURCHES.

	In the spring of 1840 the citizens built the little “Brick Church” under the care of the Disciple Denomination which served the double purpose of church and school house until the building of the old frame school house about the year 1849.
	The Disciples Church was the first to complete an organization in the village, and worshipped for many years in the little brick edifice in the old town, but removed in 1875 to their beautiful building upon the ridge.  Father W. H. Grafton, Elder Eli Reed, P. H. Jones, Dr. William Beaumont, S. B. Teagarden, George P. Slade and F. J. Wifling have at various times ministered to the congregation.
	The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in the old frame school house probably in 1849, and have always continued their organization under itinerant ministers, building their present house of worship in the year 1870.  They had, at a previous date, a church building nearly completed near the present site of Prince McNeil’s house, but a violent wind storm so demolished it that they concluded to sell the debris and remove to the place of the present building.
	The Presbyterian congregation was organized in May, 1851, in the little brick church, with a membership of twenty-eight persons, who before that time had their church connection at the Fairview Church.  For several years they worshipped, like the Methodist Episcopal, in the old frame school house, removing to their present church in 1856.  Several different ministers supplied their pulpit for the first year, but the Rev. S. F. Greer becoming their pastor in 1852, has continued in that relation ever since, making a pastorate of over a quarter of a century.
	The Methodist Protestants had preaching probably as far back as any of the other denominations, by Revs. Brown, Burns, Gillespie, Cowl and Dryer, but never perfected am organization until about the year 1875, with Rev. J. B. Lucas as minister, holding their services in the Town Hall.  Rev. John Gregory is at present their pastor.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

	Wile giving a history of the different church organizations in the town, the Sabbath school should not be forgotten, being an auxiliary to and a power in every congregation.
	In May 1851, the first Sabbath school was organized in the place, and for nearly five years was conducted as a union school, drawing its teachers and scholars from all the churches, and numbering from seventy to eighty members.  The Presbyterian church having been completed on the ridge, the school found comfortable quarters in the basement of said building, and quite an improvement in appliances to those enjoyed in the old school house.
	Sometime during the year 1856, the Disciples organized a school at their own church, and shortly after the Methodist Episcopal followed their example, and in 1875 the Methodist Protestant organized one in their own church, four schools had taken the place of the one at first organized, and while each may have become somewhat denominational, yet entire harmony has so far prevailed, and all are united in the one great work, that of the study of the scriptures, and leading the scholars to the Saviour.

FIRST ADDITION TO NEW CUMBERLAND.

	About the year 1848 the eastern addition to the town was laid out by Joseph L. Ball, Thomas Elder and John Gamble, and the same year about 100 lots were added, in what is known as Campbell’s addition to New Cumberland, below Hardin’s run.  In May 1850 John Cuppy added about fifty lots north of the town, and in September of that year John and Loyd Campbell made another addition of 150 lots to the south, which in all gave ample room for a city of 5,000 inhabitants, and until that number shall have found here a home, the town will continue, as it has for years, a pleasant village, where each family has ample room for gardens and fruits.



THE CONTEST FOR THE COUNTY SEAT.

	In the year of 1848 the county of Hancock was formed from the northern half of Brooke, leaving to the people the selection of a site for the court house.  At that election the places voted for were New Manchester and New Cumberland, the latter place receiving a majority of thirteen votes.  The county court refused to remove the courts to New Cumberland, and a second election was had upon Thursday, April 25th, 1850, which resulted in a majority of forth-six votes in favor of New Cumberland, when, after much delay, the courts were finally removed, and justice dispensed in the “old frame school house,” until public building should be erected.  But divisions springing up as to the exact place where the court house should be located, nothing was done until the friends of New Manchester had obtained a third election, in 1852, which resulted, after a warmly contested canvass, in a majority of one for that place.  The records and courts were carried back to New Manchester; a court house and jail erected, and there the county seat question has rested for a quarter of a century.  Doubtless the requisite majority might many years since have been secured to again re-locate the public buildings at New Cumberland, but those who had so hotly contested three former elections were not inclined to go to the expense and labor that would ensure success, and a new generation have thought more of prosecuting their legitimate business than of entering into a contest for an object which, in time, will be secured without an effort.

MECHANICS.

	At the head of the list of mechanics in the town must stand Mr. John Chapman, carpenter, who erected the first house in the place and afterward assisted in the building of quite a number of houses, and who now, in ripening old age, quietly rest beneath his own vine and under a roof that was made by his own hands, in the valley east of the ridge.  Besides him, there were quite a host of carpenters—Lloyd Chapman, Josiah Adams, William Lindsay, Thomas Andrews, Thomas Latimer, Thomas Bonsall, sr., Jacob Marquet and William Langfitt—without counting the boat builders that in those early days constructed the flat-boats in which most of the coal and firebrick were transported to market.
	Lewis Spivey was the first blacksmith, and had a shop on the lot now owned by Homer Thayer.  Samuel Roberts also worked in the same building afterward, Joseph Mahlon and Thomas Pickering carried on the same business in the building that forms a part of the present machine shops of the Wylie Bros., and for many years Silas Wilkison carried on the same business.
	Andrew Parks and Thomas Brandon were for many years the only tailors in the village, Robert Foreman setting up a shop a few years later.
	Uncle Richard Allison mended boots and shoes in a part of Hezekiah Flowers’ house, and among the first shoemakers were Thomas Phillis and Harry McLaughlin, the latter of whom has permanently settled upon the ridge, ready as ever to care for the soles of the people.
	Wm. Monsey was the first wagon-maker, and had his shop on part of the property of the Wylie Bros, where he carried on a general business of wagon-making, manufacturing of grain cradles for farmers, and odd jobs of carpentering.
	John A. Prosser added a chair factory and a paint shop in a year or so upon the same lot where he at present resides.

TEACHERS.

N. B. Grafton, was the first school teacher in the village in 1845.  J. H. Atkinson taught in the winter of 1846.  James L. Gray, for several years, until he was licensed to practice law; afterwards Miss Sarah Ball, Miss Melinda Turner, Mr. Black, Mr. Griffith, and others taught in the old school house, when upon the completion of the present school building, Mr. H. C. Shepherd, was chosen as principal, with three assistants.  This place he filled until 1877, when Mr. W. B. Swearingen was elected to that position, and two more assistants were added, making at this time six teachers and about 300 scholars, a graded school of which our people are justly proud.

PHYSICIANS.

Dr. S. F. Marquis, was the first practicing physician, but joining the great exodus to California, in 1852, he died there in 1858.  Dr. W. Beaumont, also practiced medicine for many years, and erected a water cure establishment upon the hill side in the eastern addition to the town.  Dr. Baguely took the place of Dr. Marquis, and practiced of a number of years.  Dr. Shanley came to town about 1850, where he has resided ever since, and with Doctors P. C. McLane and Grodfrey Beaumont, attends to the ills in the flesh of our community.

MERCHANTS.

Wm. H. Grafton, sr., and Thomas Bonsall were the first to sell goods, followed closely by N. B. Grafton and W. H. Grafton, jr., A. O. Chapman, Ephriam Atkinson, Bigham & Stewart, Cyrus Prentis and A. R. McCown, and later by D. F. Connell & Co., G. W. Stewart, John Daniels, Porter & Co., David Ward, W. P. Shanley, Wm. Teesdale, Thomas Swaney and others.
	In February, 1845, a charter was granted to David Gregory for a ferry across the Ohio river form his lot No. 3—now Filson & Brown’s—where for years a flat boat and skiff carried passengers to a landing nearly opposite.  After the death of Mr. Gregory, the ferry was continues by Ephriam Atkinson, John Robb, Stuart and Wilkinson, and at this date by Messrs. Patterson & Ward.  Some fifteen years since, the ferry was removed to its present site, and the landing on the Ohio side to a point more convenient to McCoy’s station , on the Cleveland and Pittsburgh  railroad.  A steam ferry boat now conveys passengers with comfort and safety, quite an improvement to the inconvenience of thirty years ago.
	About 1872 a charter was granted by John Pierce for a second ferry across the Ohio river from the Foundry landing in the lower town; this is only a ferry for passengers, and only a skiff is kept for the public.  But it is a great convenience to quite a number of our citizens, which will be greatly increased in the future, as the Cleveland and Pittsburgh railroad have just established a new stopping place between Elliottsville and McCoy’s station, and immediately opposite the site of the lower ferry.

	BOATS AND TRAVEL.
	Soon after the first settlement of the town, a wharf boat was kept at the landing by John Prosser (of Benjamin), and afterwards by several of the merchant firms of the place.  Messrs. Chapman Brothers and Wm. Mathison & Sons each kept a coal yard at the river, and from coal boats supplied the many steamers that at that day plied their trade upon our waters.
	It was during this time that the Pittsburgh and Cincinnati line of packet boats were in their flood tide of success; but few railroads then carried passengers over the country and boats that were really floating palaces, that would carry passengers from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati in forty hours were accounted as fast conveyances and luxurious resting places for those who were upon business or merely pleasure seekers.
	The completion of through lines of railroads that would enable travelers to eat their supper in one city and their breakfast in the other, forever destroyed the trade and hopes of boatmen, and while the iron rail and the iron horse go on increasing their speed and perfecting their connections and comforts.  The magnificent passenger packets of thirty years ago have passed away, only to be remembered as one of the links in the great chain of modern invention that have served to make us a homogenous people.  Along with the disappearance of these line boats, disappeared also our coal yards and wharf boats, and while considerable trade is still carried on by the steamboats of to-day, the great majority of our freighting is don upon the railroads.

HOTELS.

	Probably the first regular hotel for the accommodation of travelers was kept by James Robb, in the house now occupied by Mr. Lloyd Campbell.  Afterwards Messrs. E. Atkinson, James Figley, Alexander Campbell and others in the American house, and Thomas Brandon and Benton Connell at the site of the present hotel, but private boarding houses have always supplied the public places at which travelers might be accommodated.

GAS WELLS.

	During the great oil excitement of 1862, a stock company sunk a well upon Deep run, some twenty rods from where it enters into the river, upon the lands of Joseph Stuart.  They filed to strike oil, but did strike a supply of gas, which for volume and pureness has never been equaled in the world.  Not knowing the value of this gas, and not obtaining any oil, the company abandoned their lease, and for years this fountain of gas lay unused, except as it served to light up the valley and the site of New Cumberland, dispensing with dark nights and lanterns.  For years it continued thus to burn, and indeed so little was known of its value, and the ease with which it could be controlled, that the proprietor, after its accidental ignition by some meddlesome boys by which the derricks and shanties around it were all consumed, offered any one five dollars that would extinguish the fire.  For months it continued to send up its spurting flames with a roar and a rush that led the proprietor to believe that at any moment, a sudden ebb of the subtle fluid might communicate the fire to some great subterranean reservoir and whelm all the neighborhood with an earthquake, such as have visited the inhabitants around the volcanic mountains of South America or the old world.  Many of the neighbors had much the same feelings and so met at the well to put out, if possible, this ever roaring, surging flame.  To plug up this hole was not to be thought of, ass workmen could not approach it near enough to work, so they sought to smother it with great stones and dirt, until a large pile had been thrown up, similar to a potato hole, in which the farmer would secure his winter supply of potatoes; but the flames came out at every crevice from base to summit.  Then old carpets bountifully showered with water from the run near by, were spread over the hillock, and more dirt was added, but still the fire was king, and as often as suppressed at one place, broke out at another, until the task was given up in despair.  For weeks the mass of rocks and dirt were aglow with fire until at length all had been burned away, excepting a few remaining stones, which, red with heat, lay around the mouth of the hole.
	At this opportune time a couple of philosophers who had been studying the nature of the gas appeared upon the ground, armed as simply as Gideon of old with his pitchers, with only a bucket of water each, and standing on opposite sides of the flame, at the same moment cast their buckets of water upon the heated stones.  A Hiss—a sudden spread of steam cut the flame, and the fire was out.  How simple, and yet how effective when one knows how!
	Ever after the flames were lit and extinguished with the ease of a common lamp.
	Some parties in the east hearing of the well came to see it, tested the gas, leased the premises and erected several large houses and commenced the manufacture of  “soot” or carbon from which printer’s ink is made.
	From the carbon of this well is made the fine inks used in printing such periodicals as Harper’s Magazine, Godey’s Lady’s Book and like issues for the press in our own country, entering the markets of Europe and owing to its cheapness and fineness, supplanting the inks made from soot manufactured from gas generated from coal.
	In December, 1876, these carbon works were destroyed by fire, when the gas was utilized by bringing it in a large pie to the Clifton works, where it is now used at a great saving of expense in running two engines and burning all the brick made in two yards; still a surplus was not needed, and a large pipe conveys it to the height of some forty feet, where its flame lights the whole country around.
During the last summer a second well was sunk a few rods distant from the first, when about the same depth (some 600 feet) a jet of gas was struck, about equal to, and without so far, injuring the supply of the first.
	A second carbon company are now erection works of twice the size of the first one, and expect before the first of April, 1879, to have on hand a supply of carbon, from which the ink is to be made that will go out to all parts of the civilized world.
	Several other wells which have been sunk for oil in and about town have struck more or less gas, and we should not be surprised to see, within five years from this time, all our stem generated by gas, all our houses heated and lighted by the same agency, and night literally turned into day by the gas that will not be needed for other purposes.




HANCOCK COUNTY INDEPENDENT.

The Independent was founded by the present proprietors, Brown & Morrow, in the year 1876.  It is a neat little journal of thirty-two columns, and is the first adventure of the kind ever made in New Cumberland.  The enterprise, which it was thought by some would be a failure, ahs proven so far to be a financial success, and its future prosperity bids fairer even than its past, pecuniarily as well as otherwise.  Its subscription list is a very fair one, with increasing names each year.

BUTLER DISTRICT.

Is the most southerly one in the county, and is bounded on the north by Clay, east by Pennsylvania, south by Brooke and west by the Ohio.  The district is nearly five miles square.  There are two post offices—Holliday’s Cove and Freeman’s Landing—six schools, a number of churches, and six brick manufactories and two grist mills are among the most important of mention in the township.

HOLLIDAY’S COVE.

	This village has three stores, two blacksmith shops, two wagon-maker shops, two shoe shops, one drug store and three churches.  The population, including the portion located in Brooke county, is estimated at two hundred and fifty, with about fifty houses

CHURCHES IN THE DISTRICT.

	The Three Springs Church.—The primitive Three Springs church was a hewed log structure.  It was located on the land now in the possession of Bartly Campbell, about a mile and a half east of Holliday’s Cove.  The church was erected in about 1790.  Services were held there until in the year 1812.  Of the early history of the congregation no accurate information can be procured, except that of a call dated November 20, 1799, and is signed by Philip Jackson, James Proudfoot, Samuel Merchant, Samuel Marquiss, James Merchant, William Jackson, John Goodman Young, William Lee, John Coulter, John Wylie, William Ledie and John Orr.  This call was for Rev. Elisha McCurdy, who was among the first ministers in this church.  The ground upon which the church was built was donated by the two James Campbells.  There is also a graveyard at the place, near where the church stood, where many of the early settlers of the neighborhood are buried.  In the year 1805 a great revival, known as the “falling down,” took place.  The following is taken from the Life of Macurdy, concering it.
	On Sabbath, the 13th of September, 1802, preparatory to the administration of the Lord’s Supper at Three Springs, which was appointed to take place on the fourth Sabbath of September an unusually large number of people attended.  In the morning Mr. Cacurdy lectured on Malachi 3:1—5, “Behold, I will send my messenger,”&C.  In the afternoon, he preached from Joshua 24:15, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.”  While reading the text, uncommon solemnity pervaded the assembly.  The preacher himself felt awfully solemn. He read the text a second time.  The point to which he directed his efforts, in the treatment of the subject, was to bring his hearers to a decision, by showing them that they were shut up to this necessity—that they must either choose to serve God, or they must choose not to serve him.  This fearful alternative, he pressed upon them, with much earnestness and solemnity.  At the close of his remarks on this point, he stood silent in the tent, from which he had been addressing them.  As he paused, the people, who had been scattered over a considerable space, gathered closely around the tent, as if in expectation of something further.  Observing the inquiring expression, with which they gazed upon him, He resumed his discourse, and with solemn emphasis, said, “God and you must decide this question; and I now call upon you to give your decision to God.”  Immediately the whole congregation rose to their feet, evincing very deep concern.  Under these circumstances, he addressed them further, assuring them that God was a merciful God, and if there were any among them who had not chosen him as their portion, they had still the opportunity to do so.  And, again, he put the question, “Will you now give in your decision to serve the Lord your God?”  This was the occasion of greatly increasing the anxiety which already existed, and many, unable to stand, fell back upon the benches, which were used as seats. In the midst of this intense excitement, he dismissed the congregation, and returned home.  The people, themselves, after he had retired, appointed a meeting for prayer, to be held in the evening, which was attended upon with great interest. ‘About fifty persons continued upon the ground, appeared unwilling to go away, and spent the most of the night in social worship.’   
	On the Thursday following, which was observed as a fast, preparatory to the administration of the Lord’s Supper, more than usual solemnity prevailed throughout the services.  A prayer-meeting was appointed, to be held in the evening, at the house of one of the elders.  A number of persons proceeded thither directly from church.  Mr. Macurdy followed towards evening.  Before the commencement of the religious exercise, while walking near the house, and revolving in his mind what he should say to the people, he heard cries of distress, in a plat of wood-land which lay in the vicinity.  Supposing them to be the cries of persons under concern about their souls, he asked one of the elders to go with him, that they might ascertain the fact.  Upon their arrival at the place, they found two young women who had retired to the woods to pray, prostrate on the ground, in deep distress in relation to their eternal interests.  “Their cries for mercy were very affecting.”  After some conversation with them, they were taken to the house, where a large crowd of people were assembled for worship.  There they were very powerfully affected and cried out, on account of the pungency of their convictions.  This, however, did not interfere with the services of the evening.  These proceeded without interruption, and so imperceptibly and rapidly did the hours pass away, in prayer and exhortation, that before the people were aware of it the morning light dawned upon them.  The whole night was spent in religious exercise.
	The next morning Mr. Macurdy, and the elder who was with him, proceeded toward the church, where a meeting of the session had been appointed to converse with applicants for admission to the Lord’s table.  On their way they heard cries of distress in the woods, and going to the place whence they came, found a number of anxious persons engaged in prayer.  Having reached the church, they spent the day conversing with inquirers after salvation. None as yet expressed a hope, and none, of course, were admitted to the communion of the church.  A prayer-meeting was again held in the evening.  The night was spent, as was the preceding one, in prayer and exhortation, the exercises being continued until day-light broke unexpectedly upon them, so intense and absorbing was the interest which they felt on the occasion. 
	The Rev. John Brice had been previously engaged to assist at the communion. On his way to the church, on Saturday morning, Mr. Macurdy fell in with him, and informed him of the state of things in the congregation.  The effect n him was overwhelming.  He seemed unable to endure it, and declared that he would return home, as he felt himself unfit to preach where the Lord was thus pouring out his spirit.  Through the persuasion of Mr. Macurdy he proceeded to the church and preached.  During the service great solemnity prevailed.  Gracious influence was imparted, and many had their minds awakened to a concern for their salvation.  At the close of the meeting, when the congregation was dismissed, a number were prostrate and unable to leave the ground.  Two prayer meetings were appointed for the evening, at different places in the congregation.  In these the greater part of the night was spent in social worship.  Few, if any, slept, so powerful and exciting was the feeling which pervaded these meetings.
On Wednesday night, September 29, “far exceeding anything that had been before; many were prostrate, crying for mercy.  About the break of day on Tuesday morning, there were six persons who gave evidence of obtaining hope in Jesus.”  The exercises were continued until about eleven o’clock, when with great difficulty, the people were prevailed upon to disperse.         *                *             *             *     This was a very solemn season; the people were almost universally bowed down, some deeply affected and lying prostrate, their cries for mercy being enough to pierce the Heavens, while they appeared to be on the brink of despair. Some few obtained relief before day, who have since given evidence of serious and comfortable exercise.  A goodly number who have been admitted to the table of the Lord since that time, have dated their first deep and abiding convictions from that season.  It was a night to be held in everlasting remembrance, for which, it is hoped, many will praise God eternally.  At this time some began to speak the language of Canaan with solemn, sweet serenity of mind, and in heavenly heart affecting accents.”
	In the year 1812 this society erected a stone church on the land now owned by John White, where the Three Springs graveyard is.  This building was used for church purposes until in 1846, when a division occurred, in the congregation, and a part of them went to Paris, Pa., and assisted in the erection of a church building there, and the remaining went to Holliday’s Cove.  The stone church was removed but a few years ago.  The members that went to the Cove formed an organization and held their meetings in the Academy building for a number of years.  The society erected a church in the Cove called

THE HOLLIDAY’S COVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Which was completed in 1860, the dimensions of which were 34 x 40.  In its early days this church had its difficulties and struggles, as nearly all others have had.  But the vine God plants he waters and prunes that it may be fruitful.  The church edifice cost $3,198.  Among the pastors are found the names of Thos. M. Newell, G. C. Crow, J. B. Stewart, --Billingsly, and the present pastor, J. B. Graham.   Among the prominent and active members are the names of Thomas Orr, William Brown, William Withrow, G.G. Orr, James Adams, and the Campbells.
	Revs. Campbell, Churchill, and Brown were also ministers who supplied them with the word of God in the old stone church.
	Rev. John B. Graham was called in 1865, and has filled the pulpit until the present time.  His pastorage there has been fruitful “in gathering them into the fold.”  He was installed by D. Stockton, who preached the sermon, and Rev. Pomeroy delivered the charge.  He is well spoken of there as a minister and citizen.

THE UNION CHAPEL.

	Is located near Freeman’s Landing, in Butler district.  The Methodist Protestant society of said place was organized in about 1835, by Rev. George Brown, with Thomas Freeman and wife, Thomas Anderson, James Black and wife, Robert White and wife, and John Sutton and wife. The first meetings were held in an old brick school house until 1857, when they erected the present church.  The ministers were the same as those found in the history of the Nessly Chapel.  Rev. John Gregory is the present pastor.  They have a membership of about sixty.
	Sabbath School.—In connection with the church, they have had a Sabbath school for a number of years.  During the summer months they have an enrollment of one hundred scholars, T. F. Henderson is superintendent.

POINT PLEASANT.

	The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church Society was organized on June 22, 1867, by Rev. E. B. Calderhead, with twenty-three members.  They occupy the Roach school house, which was abandoned for school purposes about eleven years ago.  It was seized upon by this congregation and arranged suitably for a church.  It had regular stated supplies up to 1870, since which time services have been held by Rev. J. A. Myers one-third of his time.
	Sabbath School.—A Sabbath school has also been organized here, with a membership of about sixty scholars, and has proven quite an incentive to the church interests.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

	In 1830 a few names, among whom are the following: Ephraim Brice and wife, Archy Scott and wife, George Scott and wife, Thomas Mahan and wife, Sarah Moorehead and Martha Ralston, organized under Rev. Kent’s directions, into a Methodist Episcopal society.  For a number of years their services were conducted in private houses, and for the most parting A. Scott’s and T. Mahan’s residences.  Not until 1848 did the congregation feel able to build an edifice to worship in.   They erected a brick church that year, which was dedicated, as soon as completed, by Rev. Dorsey.  In the year 1861, the building was destroyed by fire.  From that time up to 1875, they held divine service in the Lick Run School house.  The latter part of that year a new frame church was completed on King’s creek, near the Ralston mills, at a cost of $1,000.  It was dedicated January 1, 1876, by Rev. James Miller, presiding elder of the Pittsburgh conference.  The pulpit is filled by Rev. Stephenson at present.
	Revs. Lock, Kent, Bradshaw, Dallis, Jackson, Warner, Hays, Long, Dorsey, Monroe, Loman, Barnhart, Stiffey, Baker, Hudson, Rich, Kesler, Pugh, and Hudson have been ministers on the circuit.
	Its present membership is about twenty-five.
	Sabbath School.—A small though live Sabbath School, under the superintendency of Reason Ralston, has been in good running order for some time.

OAKLAND CHURCH.

Is situated on the Ridge road leading from Holliday’s Cove to Fairview, on the land owned by James W. Morrow, deceased.  It was erected in 1875 and dedicated November 23, 1875.  The society is styled the United Presbyterian.  Prior to its organization, which was effected the same year of the church’s erection, some of its members attended church at Paris, Pa., Steubenville, Ohio, King’s creek, Beaver county, Pa., and New Cumberland.  Owing to this great inconvenience, the church-going people were prompted to build a church at the above named place to worship in.
	At its organization it only had a membership of twenty, but since has increased to forty-five.  Messrs. Andrew Wylie, A. J. Tarr and E. A. Freshwater were elected elders of the church and are yet filling that office.  Not until January 1, 1878, did they have services regularly.  A call was made in that year which Rev. J. H. Breaden accepted, and has continued to preach for them ever since.
	Under the superintendency of Colonel W. L. Crawford, there exists at this church an active, flourishing and interesting Sabbath school.  This school has e in successful operation ever since the formation of the society.  The school numbers eighty-one.

A BAPTIST CHURCH.

Used to stand near where the old Swearingen grist mill is now located.  The fact of its existence is about all that is known of it.  Where it was situated is only indicated by the partially moss-covered debris.  A grave-yard is hard by, and only a few stones are seen pointing out to the passer-by the resting-place of a few early settlers.  The last interment made here was that of a Revolutionary soldier in the year 1842, and nothing to mark his grave save that consequent indentation of ground above his mouldered clay.  The members of this association who were wont to worship here are all scattered, and most of them dead.

EPISCOPALIAN CHURCH.

	There also stood, in early times, a hewed log church built by this society, which was used by them for church purposes a number of year.  The building stood just opposite Robert Morrow’s residence. A small piece of ground adjacent was used as a grave-yard, but nothing scarcely now remains.  It is said that a number of the pioneers of that section were deposited here.



THE PRIMITIVE SABBATH SCHOOLS.

	The first Sabbath school in this district (Butler,) was organized at the Jefferson school house in about 1831, by John Wylie, Andrew Henderson, Samuel Maxwell, Thomas Atkinson, and David Wylie, who were most instrumental in its establishment.  The school numbers about thirty pupils.  It was conducted under the Presbyterian denomination for about two years, and then closed.
Since that time a number of Sabbath Schools have sprung up.  A union school was organized in the same house a few years later, and carried on for a time, after which the Presbyterians re-organized, and continued a Sabbath School until 1877.

PRIMITIVE MINISTERS.

	The following named ministers, were, in an early day, engaged in, and endeavoring to point the way and lead the children of God home.  They were among the first in the county, and Butler district:
	Rev. Churchill, Presbyterian; Rev. E. Macurdy, Presbyterian; Rev. Samuel Reed; Presbyterian; Rev. T. Morse, Episcopalian; Rev. R. Brown, Presbyterian; Rev. Scott, Presbyterian; Rev. Campbell, Presbyterian; Rev. White, Presbyterian.

HENDERSON MILL.

	The grist mill was erected in about the year 1825, by Anderson Henderson, and Wm. Logan, and is located on the south branch of King’s creek, about three miles from its mouth.  In its time, it was considered one of the best mills in the county.  In 1834, the mill was sold to Mr. Mahan, who kept it until 1873, when Robt. Osborne purchased it.  The mill is not now in use.
	Adjoining this in a saw mill, which is being operated at present.

KING’S CREEK GRIST MILL.

	In 1823, David Swearingen erected a mill on this site, a part of the frame is still in use, and has been re-weather boarded.  It has been owned by different parties.  Levi Standish, is the present owner.
	About twenty rods above the grist mill, on King’s creek, a Mr. Eaton erected a saw mill not long after the completion of the above mill.  Both are now operated by Standish.
	There was an old log grist mill a good many years ago, built by a Mr. Hartford, located about eighty rods up the creek from where the present structure is situated, and was sued years before the other was built.

LOGAN’S STILL-HOUSE.

	In an early day Logan built a still-house near the Henderson mill, which was occupied for distilling liquor for several years, then abandoned.

FREEMAN’S LANDING FIRE-BRICK WORKS.

	These works are owned and operated by W. B. Freeman.  He has one engine in yse.  The capacity of the yard for drying is 40,000.  The Martin brick machine is used.  Four kilns for buring are found in this yard.  The prepared clay shipped from the yard per day is from 1.200 to 2,000 tons.  The capacity of the works for one season exceeded 1,000,000 brick.  At present the proprietor is manufacturing a brick much superior to the common fire-brick, on account of different quality of clay.  During the season of 1878, thirty thousand brick were manufactured by fifteen hands in nine hours and twenty minutes, the biggest day’s work ever performed along the Ohio valley, in the brick manufacturing business.

THE CLINTON FIRE-BRICK WORKS.

Were established by James S. Porter and Philip Beal in 1836, who operated the works for seven years.  In 1843 Beal rented his interest in the manufactory to Thomas Anderson.  Porter established this yard a little above the former, and dug his clay from the same bank for three years, then he opened a bank farther up the river. The works were known as T. Anderson & Co., until 1808—9.  T. Anderson at this time purchased all other interests and the works were subsequently known as T. Anderson & Son, or “The Clinton Works.  They use one engine, capacity of yard 12,000 per day.  The yard is all under cover.  The capacity of their dry house per day is 11,000.  They have four kilns which are used for burning brick.  Martins brick machine is used.  The clay shipped per season is 1,000.

HOLLIDAY’S COVE ACADEMY.

	In 1837 a school was formed in the cove called and Academy.  It was organized by Thomas Gas, who taught there in 1838 and continued for several successive terms, meeting with marked results.  The school was conducted in a building erected for church purposes by the Presbyterians and Methodists.  During the time that the school was under the professorship of Thomas Gass, it has an attendance of from fifty to sixty young men and ladies.  He was succeeded by Richard Gass, who continued only for one year, then followed Robert Brown.  J. H. Atkinson, Esq., taught in this school several years.  J A. Wilkin and Dryden were the last teachers that conducted it as an academy, which was in 1865.

GRANT DISTRICT.

	This district occupies the most northerly portion of the county.  Immediately after the act passed by the general assembly of West Virginia, the township (as they were at that time styled) was organized.  The district is bounded on the north and west by the Ohio river; on the east by Pennsylvania, and on the south by Poe district; is five and one-half miles in width and seven and one-half miles in length.  It is the largest of the four districts, containing 18,175 acres.  Good, rich farming land is found in every quarter within its boundaries.  Hamilton, a village of a few houses is situated in the northwestern part, on the Ohio river, and a post office called White Oak Run, area all the places of any note in Grant.  There are seven school houses, two churches, Methodist Episcopal and Methodist Protestant, two stave factories, one cask factory, one saw mill, and three blacksmith shops comprise the business in this district.

HISTORY OF THE STONE CHURCH.

	About fifty-two years ago the Nessly Chapel was erected by a small band of Methodist Protestants persuasion.  The members of this society at that early day were John DeSellem and wife, Jesse Sisson and wife, Jacob Nessly and wife, Nathan Thayer and wife, Elizabeth Brenneman and Barbara Brown.  There are a few other names which cannot now be ascertained.
		First Trustees—Jesse Sisson, James W. Brown, and ------- -------
		Class Leader—Jesse Sisson
		Ministers—Among the ministers on that circuit are found the names of Revs. Enos Woodward, Joel Dalby, Woodruff, Cowell, John Huntsman, John Beaty, George Hughes, John Scott, John Herbert, T. Davis, Joseph Burns, William Reeves, &c.
	In 1826, the same year the church was built, it was dedicated by Rev. George Brown.  Mrs. Elizabeth Nessly, a devoted and faithful Christian lady, bore the major expense of the erection of this church.  She has been gathered to her long home, and her remains were interred in the cemetery where many of the early settlers are buried, near the old church, which still remains.
	Sabbath School—A Sabbath school has been organized in connection with this church for a great many ears, and has been carried on successfully, doing much good in promoting church interest/

Asbury Chapel.

	A party of six persons, who adhered to the Mehodist Episcopal denomination, organized themselves into a society in now Grant district, in about the year 1818.  Among its primitive members are the names of John Johnston and wife, John Lowe and wife, and the names of the other two cannot be given.
	For several years, subsequent to its institution, divine worship was conducted in private homes, and then services were held in Lowe’s school house until the year 1850.  In that year a church edifice was erected and styled the Asbury Chapel. Its dedication took place the same year the Rev. John Spencer, of Wellsville, Ohio, but now of Oregon officiating.  The present membership exceeds one hundred.  The church is located on Tomlinson’s run.  The early ministers that preached to hem were Rev. L. Hamlin, afterwards known as Bishop, Joshua Monroe, who died in Beaver a few years since, followed for a time.  The congregation is in a good, healthy, Christian condition at present.

FRUIT HOUSE.

	In the year 1878, Mahan, Hellings & Brother, erected a fruit house on J. L. Mahan’s farm, on the bank of the Ohio river opposite Yellow creek, on the Cleveland and Pennsylvania railroad.  It is built on the Nathan Hellings Patent of Philadelphia.  The house is substantially built, the walls being of stone. The main building is 50 by 140 feet, and 41 feet in height, and the walls 2 ½ feet thick.  The second is 30 by 40 feet.  In the main building there are three departments—the upper is used for the ice chamber and the others for storage rooms, which are used for the preservation of domestic, foreign, dried fruits, butter, eggs and like perishable articles.




	 

CHAPTER LIX.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

REV. ELISHA MACURDY.

The Rev. Elisha Macurdy was born October 15, 1763, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  He was the son of John Macurdy, whose father emigrated from Ireland.  His mother’s maiden name was Mary Fox, whose grandfather came from England, and settled in Philadelphia, where her father afterwards resided.  Elisha being the third of twelve children.  His baptism took place in an old log meeting house, on Pomfret street, in his native town, by the Rev. George Duffield, D.D.  Little is known of his boyhood.  He enjoyed such advantages of education as were common in the place at that time.  Among his instructors were Judge Creigh, and Rev. George Steel.  Under the latter’s direction, he commenced the study of the Latin language, but had not advanced far, when his studies were interrupted, and the school dispersed, by the breaking out of the war of the Revolution.
	It was said of him that in the acquisition of knowledge he was prompt, and was early distinguished in the facility with which he communicated what he knew to others.  At this period of his life it is not known whether he had any serious impressions on the subject of religion.  But from his youth up abhorred the degrading vice of intemperance, and acted upon principles of total abstinence.

	His father, having become embarrassed in his worldly circumstances, moved with his family to the neighborhood of Taneytown, Maryland, with a view to their improvement.  But returned to Pennsylvania after a sojourn there of a year, and settled in York county, where he remained nearly four years.  Not succeeding in his efforts to repair his losses, he finally removed to Ligonier Valley, Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania.  Elisha continued with his father during these various changes and removals, laboring diligently for the advancement of their worldly interests.
	When his father removed to Ligonier, Mr. Macurdy had reached his twenty-first year.  The care and support of his father’s large family devolved chiefly on him.  How he should make his efforts most effective for their benefit, was the object to which he now directed his attention.  Among the most valuable articles which had been saved from the wreck of his father’s property, was a wagon and team of horses.  He determined to employ these under his own personal direction, in the transportation of freight to and from such places as might be most profitable. Having made his arrangements accordingly, he started with his team for Baltimore.  Finding sufficient employment, he continued in the business for about eighteen months, with liberal profits.  With care he had been able to save as much money as was sufficient to purchase a considerable quantity of groceries on his own account.  With these he loaded his wagon, and returning to Ligonier, sold them at a large advance.  By this means he was enabled to purchase a farm, from the proceeds of which, under his efficient management, the family soon derived a comfortable support.  Trained to industry, and accustomed to rely upon his own resources, the anticipated hardships of the undertaking were not allowed to deter him from doing what appeared, under all the circumstances of his situation, to be right and proper.  In those times, the sons of the most respectable farmers in Pennsylvania were accustomed to drive their teams, not only in conveying their own produce to market, but also in carrying freight for others, when time could be spared from their agricultural labors.  The undertaking was not a disreputable one, but, indeed a dangerous employment in regard to morals, and many promising young men suffered severely in this respect; by the corrupting influence of those with whom they were obliged to mingle.  And it is quite probable that young Macurdy suffered in this way from his associations.  With its dangers it also had its advantages.  It afforded very favorable opportunities of acquiring a practical knowledge of human character, which was improved by Elisha.  Few men were his equal in this department.  He learned to bear with hardships and became familiar with human nature, which afterwards were of great importance to him when invested with the office of a minister of the gospel. By the former he was better prepared to “endure hardship, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,” and by the latter to enter more readily into the true character of his fellow sinners, and by a wise discernment of the point of attack to disarm their opposition and win them to the Saviour.  Indeed, it is not to be doubted but that God was thus preparing him for those toilsome and perilous services which, in future life, he was appointed to perform, and for the wise and successful disposal of the many perplexing cases which met him in the midst of ministerial and missionary labor of a peculiarly responsible character.
	AT Ligonier, he had and opportunity of hearing various ministers.  Among others, the Rev. James Hughes, under whose preaching he received his first sermon impressions.  He was awakened.  His conscience sounded the alarm.  He had received new light in a form very different from that in which he had been accustomed.  He procured a bible and read with care.  He was dissatisfied with his present condition, and determined to change his course.  He, therefore, engaged in the performance of outward duties—heard the ministers of the gospel with eager attention, and finally settled down in the confident persuasion, that he was the subject of true religion.  His friends observed his change.  The common sentiment of the neighborhood, was probably that which was expressed on one occasion, by a good old lady, who remarked that, “If Mr. Macurdy had no religion, God help the world!”  The truth was, however, that he had no religion in the proper spiritual import of the term.  For, although he was diligent in his attention to the outward forms of religion, he erroneously rested on these forms ad the ground of his acceptance with God.  Like the young ruler in the Gospel, he was seeking to enter into life by some
“good thing which he could do;” or, like the Jews, “being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish his own righteousness, he had not submitted himself unto the righteousness of God.”  His religion, therefore, was not the religion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, being destitute of its most essential elements.  In this state of mind, he continued for some time.  His confidence in the safety of his condition was first shaken by hearing the Rev. John McPherrin preach a sermon founded on the following words, in Matt. 22:42;”What think ye of Christ?”  The effect upon the mind of Mr. Macurdy was decisive.  Under the condition of his error, he was led to abandon the hopes which he had entertained, and accounting his own righteousness as “filthy rags” in the sight of God, he had recourse to that righteousness, “which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith,” as the sole ground of his dependence for eternal life.  He made his first public profession of his faith in Christ, in the church of Salem, in which the Rev. Mr. McPherrin was the pastor.
	At the time that Mr. Macurdy connected himself with the church there was no settled pastor at Ligonier, the place of his residence.  Feeling the importance of having the stated ministrations of the gospel, he took a leading part in securing the erection of a house of worship.  To this he not only contributed of his means, but gave his own personal labor to accomplish the work.
	In addition to the efforts which he made to secure the labors of various ministers, he was active in endeavoring, by his own personal exertions and influence, to promote the cause of Christ throughout his neighborhood.  Although he continued to attend carefully to his farm, he had a good deal of time to bestow on the cause of religion, and the spiritual interests of his fellow-men.  When he visited any one at his residence he would invite him to walk out into the woods, and there, after talking with him faithfully about his soul, would pour out his prayer to god in his behalf.  It was not long, however, after he made a profession of religion, that his mind was directed towards the work of the ministry.  He felt a strong desire to preach the gospel to his fellow sinners.  After considerable reflection upon the subject and advising with others, the matter was introduced before the Presbytery, and to ask their counsel.  The Presbytery unanimously agreed that he should enter upon a course of study.  This settled the question, and he immediately prepared to go forward.  Having made the requisite arrangements, Mr. Macurdy entered the academy at Canonsburg, which had been established by Rev. D. John McMillan in 1790.  He commenced his studies in the year 1792.  He was then twenty-nine years of age.  He remained at Canonsburg until 1799, during that time he completed the usual literary course prescribed in the institution, and studied theology.  His theological studies were prosecuted under the direction of Dr. McMillan, assisted occasionally by the Rev. John Watson, who was one of the teachers in the academy.  He was highly esteemed by his fellow students, but was not considered am eminent scholar.
	At that time sacramental seasons were of great interest to the religious community throughout Western Pennsylvania.  Pious students and others looked forward to them with lively concern, and made it a point to attend upon them, as far as practicable, in the different churches within their reach.  Macurdy, while on his way to attend a meeting of this kind, fell in with Philip Jackson, a ruling elder, in the church of Cross Roads and became acquainted.  They were men of like spirit, and had drank at the same fountain.  Their intercourse soon became free and unrestrained.  Philip had a son who was wild and irreligious, for whose salvation he was deeply concerned.  The case was made known to Macurdy, and de desired him to turn aside with him into the woods that they might unite in prayer for his conversion.  His request was complied with, and in a grove near the road, with the aged elder kneeling at his side, Mr. Macurdy poured forth his soul to God in behalf of this ungodly youth.  Not long after thin, young Jackson became seriously impressed and hopefully converted.  Philip ever afterwards connected this happy result with Mr. Macurdy’s prayer in the woods, and, on this account, was very strongly attached to him.
	During his residence at Canonsburg, in august, 1796, Mr Macurdy married Miss Sarah Briceland, daughter of Thomas Briceland, of that place, and formerly of Carlisle.
	Having finished his literary and theological course of preparation, he was licensed, by the Presbytery of Ohio, on the 26th day of June	1799, at the church of Upper Buffalo, Washington County, Pa.
	The next Sabbath after he was licensed he preached his first sermon in the church of Chartiers, of which his theological instructor, the Rev. Dr. McMillan was pastor.  The following Sabbath he preached at Cross Roads, where he afterwards settled.  Shortly afterwards he set out on a missionary tour, accompanied by Mr. Stockton, to the town of Erie, and the region bordering on the lake of that name.  On his way, he preached at Thom’s tent, a few miles from the place where Butler now stands—also, at Elliott’s Settlement, now known as Plain Grove, at McClure’s, at Sandy creek, at Brook’s Station, at Meadville, at Davis’, on French creek.  As the country between this last place and LeBoeuf was yet uninhabited he proceeded to Erie.  After preaching in many destitute portions of the country, they returned to their respective homes.  Remaining at home two weeks, and preaching at Cross Roads and Three Springs he again set out on a second tour, taking a similar course as his previous one.  In October he returned and accepted a call at the Three Springs church at a promised salary of one hundred and twenty pounds, to be paid in regular yearly payments, one half in cash, the other half in merchantable wheat at market price.  In the same year other calls were made for him from numerous churches, but finally accepted, was ordained and installed pastor of the United congregations of Cross Roads and Three Springs, by the Presbytery of Ohio in the month of June, 1800.
	About the time he settled at Three Springs and Cross Roads, the subject of Indian missions began to engage the attention of the ministers.  The Synod of Virginia, which at that time included this part of the church, had a commission of their body, under whose direction domestic missions on this side of the Allegheny were conducted.  The presbytery of Ohio co-operated with this commission and favored sending the gospel to the Indians on their borders.  Agents were sent out to explore the country in the vicinity of Sandusky, Brownstown and the river Raisin for the purpose of establishing a mission school.  The tribes of Indians inhabiting that region were the Wyandots, Senecas, Mohawks and Ottawas.
	The Synod of Pittsburgh was formed in May, 1802.  In September, 1802, the commission of the Synod of Virginia resigned their office, and “a committee to digest a plan for the transaction of missionary business” was appointed, consisting of Revs. Thomas E. Hughes, Elisha Macurdy, Joseph Badger and James Edgar, ruling elder.  They resolved themselves into a society, to be styled “The Western Missionary Society.”  
	On the 20th of April, 1808, difficulties having sprung up in the mission at Sandusky, Macurdy in company with several other ministers went to Sandusky.  He was left there to assume the duties of that mission.  He remained at that station until about the last of October.  During the whole time he taught regularly in the school and preached on the Sabbath.  Having finished his term of engagement, he returned to Cross Roads.  In 1811 he again visited Sandusky, and thus for a number of years he was especially interested in the education of the Indian.  Owing to great exposure and hard labor he became obliged to resign his charge of the congregation and confine his labors at Cross Roads.
	On the 26th of October, 1818, he was called to mourn the loss of his excellent wife, who was aged forty-seven.  After sometime Mr. Macurdy married again.  His second wife was Mrs. Sarah Colwell, relect of Robert Colwell, and daughter of Captain of Oliver Brown, of Hancock county, W. Va.  She was a woman of equally excellent spirit with his first wife.
	He resigned his pastoral charge at Cross Roads in the fall of 1835.  He was induced to do so by a growing sense of the infirmities of age, but the congregation prevailed upon him to remain through the winter, which he finally concluded to do, and in the spring of 1836, removed to the city of Allegheny, where he resided to the time of his death.
	His last attendance at church was on a communion Sabbath in the month of January, 1843.  On that day he sat down for the last time with the members of the First Presbyterian church of Allegheny city.
	On the 22nd of July, 1845, he sank gradually as one falling asleep, until he ceased to breathe.  A short time before his departure, his friend and family physician, Dr. Dale, came into the room, and having sat down at his bedside, asked him if he was aware that he was dying?  He intimated tat he was, by a motion of his head.  Shortly after this, the doctor asked him if he would have some water?  With hurried utterance, he replied, “The water of Life!”  These were his last words.  On the day following his decease, his remains were conveyed to Cross Roads, the place of his most extended labors, where, in the midst of a large concourse of people of his former pastoral charge, they were deposited in the silent tomb, there to rest until the morning of resurrection.

	DR. JOHN McLANE---His father, also named John, was born in the north of Ireland.  He was of Scotch parentage.  His wife’s name was Elizabeth.  They migrated to America about the beginning of the revolutionary war, settling first east of the mountains, then removed west and located o the Allegheny rive.  Being a strict Seceder, and having no place to attend public worship, again removed to Washington county, Pa.  He was the father of four sons and two daughters.  He continued to reside in the last named place until his death.  Our subject was born in Allegheny county, Pa., in 1773.  Graduated at Canonsburg in 1796.  He studied theology under Dr. McMillen.  Married Miss Nancy Martin.  He took charge of the Montour Presbyterian Church and continued there until 1809.  Studied medicine under Dr. Warner of Canonsburg.  Went into service as surgeon in the war of 1812 and had charge of a hospital at Plattsburg, N. Y., during the war.  After his return he practiced medicine in Hickory, Pa., in co-partnership with Dr. Lisle for a short time, then removed to Florence, Pa.  In 1818, he removed to a farm near Pughtown, afterward called New Manchester, but now Fairview, Hancock county, W. Va.  Removed from the farm to said village, where his wife died, in 1819.  In 1822, he was married. Miss Celia Cullen.  He removed to Wellsville, Ohio, in 1825, and resided there until his death in 1828.  He was the father of five sons and four daughters.  Two sons and two daughters still survive.  Dr. McLane was a man of more than ordinary ability in the pulpit as well as in the medical profession.  His services were sought after by many persons at a great distance, making it very laborious, the roads at that day being very poor, and travel was generally on horseback.


CAPT. OLIVER BROWN was born in Lexington, Massachusetts.  He was of English extract.  Those of his ancestors who came to America were among the first settlers of the Massachusetts colony.  Their attachment for their new home became stronger as the years rolled on; their affection for the mother country weaker, until they regarded her as a cruel tyrant.  Capt. Brown happened in Boston on the very day on which the memorable act of throwing the tea overboard was performed.  The unusual excitement which preceded this event did not escape his observation, but he returned to Cambridge without discovering the cause of it.  He had seen enough to convince him that a bold and decisive step was to be taken.  He returned to Boston and repaired to the place where the tea ship was riding, he saw the party dressed in the costume and painted in the color of the Mohawk Indians, and one by one he saw them throw every box into the sea.  This act was an open defiance of England, and worked up the minds of both royalists and patriots.  He became a warrior in feeling, and in deed—and we next find him engaged at Lexington in the first battle of the revolutionary war—was in the battle of Bunker Hill.  He was commissioned by congress on the 16th of January, 1776.  He commanded the volunteer party that bore off the leaden statue of King George, from the battery of New York, and made it into bullets for the American Army.  He also bore a conspicuous part in command of artillery at the battles of White Plains, Harlem Heights, Princeton, Trenton, Brandywine, Germantown and Monmouth.  After the close of the war he, with his family, removed to the west, and settled in Charlestown, now Wellsburg, Virginia, in 1790.  At a late period of his life he united with the Episcopal Church.  He died, February 17th, 1846, at Wellsburg, at the advanced age of ninety-three years.

OLIVER BROWN, was born in 1789, in Charleston, near Boston, Mass., and migrated with his father to the Cove, when but a small child, in the year 1792, and stopped at a Mr. Robert Caldwell’s over night.  The Indians at that time were quite troublesome, and the settlers entertained great fears of being attacked by them.  His parents went to a block house not far distant, remaining there during the night for safety.  They soon after settled in Wellsburg.  Oliver grew up and oat an early age, assisted his father in shipping flour to New Orleans, which at that time, Short creek and King’s creed formed the largest exporting flouring places in the county.  In 1812, our subject erected a woolen factory in the Cove, running four looms, and was engaged extensively at the early date, in that business.  This factory was built several years before any were established in Steubenville.  A saw mill by him was also erected near the same time.  He married Miss Ann Caldwell, in 1813.  Followed his vocation for the most part, form 1812 to 1850.  He reared a family of several children.  In the year 1833, he was called to mourn the loss of his estimable lady, who departed this life at the age 40 years.  Although now over 86 years of age, our subject bids fair to live yet many years.  With the exception of his hearing, he is remarkably blessed.

	COL. GEORGE STEWART, of Irish descent, was born on Erin’s shore.  Emigrated to America previous to the Revolutionary war, and located in the eastern part of Pennsylvania.  Served during the war of 1776 as colonel.  It is said that whilst that memorable war continued he paid a short visit to his home, and one day three Tories, or British sympathizers, entered the house of a widow lady and conducted themselves in such a discourteous and shameful manner that the lady and her daughter were considerably alarmed.  Col. Stewart was dispatched for, who immediately came to their assistance, captured the three men by threats, and held them as prisoners until he could report to headquarters, when they were justly dealt with.  When capturing them he relived them of a sword, bayonet and pistol, which remained in possession of the Stewarts until a few years ago.  He was married to a lady in Lancaster county, Pa.  His wife died after a union of fifteen years, leaving him a family of six children—John, George, Joseph, David, Robert and Charles.  Married the second time, after the lapse of a few years to Miss Susan Wilson, who bore him six children—Samuel, William, Benjamin, James, Mary and Rosa.  He removed, with his family west, locating on Robinson’s run, in Allegheny county, where they remained for several years.  In the year 1790, accompanied with his family migrated to now Hancock county, Grant district, West Virginia, and settled on the farm at present owned by Franklin Stewart, remaining there until his death, which occurred in about 1800.  His relict survived until 1842, when her spirit returned to the one who gave it.

	EPHRAIM BRICE, a native of Ireland, was born in Tyrone county, January 25, 1779.  Married Frances Kinney in 1815; migrated to America in 1818, and settled on King’s creek, now Butler district, Hancock county, W. Va., on a farm one mile up said creek, near the Henderson mills, where he lived until 1850; then he removed on the farm where his present heirs are now living.  Reared a family of eight children—three sons and five daughters.  They were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  On February 6, 1868, he passed the way of all the earth, and his wife followed in 1871.

	E. LANGFITT was born in 1814, near Fairview, then Brooke county, Va.  His grandfather, with four of his brothers, fought in the engagement at the mouth of Big Kanawha river, at Point Pleasant, October 17, 1774, under General Lewis, who was attacked by Indians.  He, out of the five, was the only one that escaped.  Four fell, pierced by bullets.  Our subject’s father was a soldier in the war of 1812.  He located the tract of land which Ebenezer, his son, now owns, in1813.  He migrated from Beaver county, Pa., and lived on this land, following farming until he approximated the declivity of life.  His death occurred on the 7th day of February, 1856, at the age of seventy-six years.  Our subject took charge of the old homestead.  He grasped the plow left in the furrow by his progenitor, and continued tilling and breaking up the fallow ground ever since. In the year 1835, he married Miss Mary Daughter of Colonel John McMillan.  They have a family of four boys and three daughters, all of whom are still living.

	E. B. Langfitt, a son of E. Langfitt, was born on the 23rd day of March, 1846.  He received his education in the common schools, living with his parents and assisting them on the farm until he arrived at the age of twenty-five years, when he left home and took charge of the farm of Mrs. Mary Marshall, where he has lived ever since.  He is engaged in farming and stock-raising, in which he has thus far been successful.	

	PETER PUGH, father of David Pugh, was born in New Jersey and migrated with his parents to Burgettstown, Pa, in 1785.  About the year 1800 they came to what is now known as Fairview, and located on a tract of land containing four hundred acres.  Peter remained with his father a short time and then removed to Ohio, and he sunk the first salt well on Yellow creek, in which they obtained salt. Whilst there he entered two or three quarters of land, which he soon afterwards disposed of.  He was at that time engaged in sinking salt wells.  He returned to Fairview about 1810 and settled on his father’s farm, where he staid but a few years, then emigrated east and went to sinking salt wells.  In 1818 came back to Fairview and located on the old Pugh farm, where he remained about two years and settled on the farm now owned by his so David, living there until his death, which sad event took place in 1850, at the advanced age of eighty years. 


	DAVID PUGH, a son of Peter, was born near Fairview June 6, 1806.  He lived and worked with his father on the farm until twenty-five years of age.  On December 22, 1831, he married Miss Nancy, daughter of Mr. Jonathan Allison, a prominent citizen of the county.  After his marriage he took charge of the old homestead, where he has resided ever since, engaged in agricultural pursuits. He has been elected and served several terms as overseer of the poor, and has also held the office of surveyor of roads.  He had declined several times to be a candidate for office whilst strongly urged by his friends. Not many years since he erected a beautiful brick residence upon his farm, at a cost of $4,000.  There are about 320 acres in his farm and all under a good state of cultivation.  His family consisted of two boys and two girls, namely: Robert W. Pugh, Lizzie, who married Col. R. H. Brown; present sheriff of Hancock county, Peter A., who married Miss O. Campbell, of Cross creek village, Pennsylvania, Sarah A., who married George A. Spivey, October, 1878.  He and wife are members of the Fairview Presbyterian church.

	HENRY PITTENGER’S birth occurred near Fairview, April 4, 1807.  He lived with his father until he arrived at the age of nineteen years.  In 1821 he migrated to Richland county, Ohio, and learned the blacksmithing business, serving an apprenticeship of two years, then came back to Virginia.  In 1828, in the latter part of the year, he returned to his father’s house and erected a blacksmith shop, and engaged in his occupation for two years.  In the meantime he was married to Miss Eliza Abrams of Steubenville.  In 1830 he removed to Jefferson county, two miles north of Steubenville, where he carried on his trade.  In 1835 he removed to within two miles of Richmond, in the same county, and remained there until 1858, then sold out and came back near Fairview, where he purchased the Hugh Pugh farm and engaged in farming, which vocation he has followed ever since.  His farm contains one hundred acres, all improved. He is the father of three children.  He is a member of Fairview Presbyterian church.  His grandfather, Henry, was one of the first elders in said church.  He settled in now Hancock, when the Indians were numerous and when they were scalping the whites, and committing all sorts of depredations.  In those days he had to go with many of the settlers to block-houses, for safety during the night.

	BURGESS ALLISON migrated from Cumberland, Md., in 1801, where he was born in 1759.  He came with his parents who settled in now Hancock county, on a farm in Grant district. He remained with his father until twenty-seven years of age. He served in the war of 1812.  Was married to Miss Sarah Barkley in 1816.  Subsequently purchased a small tract of land and proceeded to improve it.  He has lived on this land up to the present and has been engaged in farming and dealing in real estate.  He had at one time in his possession over seven hundred acres of land, all improved.  He is the father of eight children, four of whom are still living.  His wife died October, 1871, at the age of seventy-six years.  They having lived together over a half century.

	ENOCH W. ALLISON was born October 3, 1823. He is the son of Burgess Allison.  Farming has been his vocation all his life.  On August 21, 1849, he was untied in the holy bonds of matrimony to Miss Mary A. Barkley.  He is the father of seven children.  Is at present as extensive land owner.

  A. McC. FLANEGIN, county clerk, a son of William Flanegin, was born three miles south of Fairview in 1835.  At the age of fourteen he commenced to learn blacksmithing.  He attended school during the winter months and worked the balance of the year.  He married Miss E. E. Ruggies, of Columbiana county, Ohio, in 1857.  In 1858 he left off blacksmithing on account of failing health and worked on a farm for three years.  After that he again engaged at his trade.  In 1863 he was appointed clerk of the board of supervisors. In 1864 he was elected to the office of county recorder, serving two years, yet filling the office of clerk of the board.  During 1867 and 1868 he only filled the office of clerk of the board.  He was elect4d to the duties of that office in the following year.  He held that position for the full term, six years, and in 1878 he was re-elected for six years longer.  In 1874 he received the appointment of clerk of the circuit court by Judge Melvin, holding that office in connection with the other until the succeeding general election in 1876, then elected to fill the un-expired term of C. M. Collins, who had resigned.  In 1878 he was also re-elected to that office for the term of six years.  Himself and family are members of the Presbyterian church of Fairview.	
J. R. DONEHOO, attorney –at-law, was born in Cross Creek village, Washington county, Pennsylvania, September 1, 1834.  He received a classical education at the academy in that place.  Studied law under Messrs. Russell & Fitzhugh, of Wheeling.  In 1855 he was admitted to practice in Hancock county, and shortly after went into practice with z. Jacob, Esq. of Wheeling, where he continued three years.  Removed to Washington, Pennsylvania, where he practiced law and edited the Examiner, of that place, for over three years.  Married Miss Eleanor McCown, of Fairview, April 26th, 1860.  During the campaign of 1863, he established and conducted the Courier in Steubenville, Ohio.  After a year and a half of practice in Hancock county he removed to McConnellsburg, Fulton county, Pennsylvania, where he edited a paper for over three years, following his legal profession also.  Elected district attorney of that county in 1866; represented the sixteenth Pennsylvania district in the New York democratic national convention in 1868; re-elected district attorney in 1869, but resigned and removed to Indiana county, Pennsylvania.  Conducted the Democrat there for eighteen months; went to Morgantown, West Virginia, in 1871, and published a paper there for a year or two, and in 1874 revived to Fairview and resumed the law.  Served two years as prosecuting attorney, under appointment of the county court, to January 1877.

J. G. MARSHALL, prosecuting attorney, was born near Fairview in 1827.  Was the son of John Marshall.  Went to high school in that place, under the tutorship of Profs. Silverthorn and Moore.  Taught school from the year 1847 to 1849.  Married Miss L. Miller in 1849.  Elected to the office of commissioner of the revenue in the same year, serving in that capacity eight years, during which time he began reading laws under O. W. Langfitt Esq., of Wellsburg.  Was admitted to practice December 1859.  Went into partnership with his preceptor that year, continuing thus until 1865.  Been elected to the office of prosecuting attorney of Hancock county four times, and is now filling that office, which term expires in 1880.  Has been engaged in his legal profession for eighteen years.
J. W. PLATTENBURG, editor and proprietor of the Courier, was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1830.  At four years of age removed with his mother to Wellsburg, W. Va.  Attended common school of that place and Bethany College one year.  Learned the printing trade in the offices of the Western Transcript and Herald, of Wellsburg.  Followed the business in various places until the breaking out of the war.  Married Miss Sarah Wetherell in 1852.  Conducted the Woodford county, Ill., Argus for two years.  He enlisted in April, 1861, in the First West Virginia three months’ volunteers, during which time was engaged in the affair at Phillipi.  Re-enlisted for three years in the First Virginia infantry, and served out the term, rising from the position of sergeant to that of captain.  During this service took part in the battles of Winchester, Second Bull Run (where he was taken prisoner, remaining so about a month), New Market, Port Republic, Piedmont, Lynchburg and Snicker’s Gap (where he received a serious Minnie ball wound in the left arm), besides numerous smaller engagements.  At the conclusion of the three years’ term he went into the Second West Virginia Veterans and served as captain until the end of the war.  In 1869 he established the Hancock Courier at Fairview, being the first newspaper in the county, which he still continues to conduct.

JOHN J. HALSTEAD, now the oldest settler living in Fairview, was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1790.  Migrated to then New Manchester in 1820, where he has resided ever since.  On the 5th of October, same year, was united in marriage to Miss Jane Armstrong.  By her he had three children.   In the year 1828, he was called to mourn the death of his wife.  He remained a widower until the falloff 1830, when he was married to Miss Catharine Nixon, who bore him seven children.  He learned the cabinet business in his youth, and now, although somewhat infirm with the accumulation of years, still pursues the trade that his youthful ambition suggested.

REV. ROBERT B. PORTER, minister of the Fairview Presbyterian Church, was born in Fayette county, Pa., in 1851; took a classical course at Washington and Jefferson College, in that state, in 1868; was ordained as minister June 10, 1874.  On the 28th of December following he was united in marriage to Miss Celia G. Speer, of Bellevernon, on the Monongahela river, twenty-six miles south of Pittsburgh, Fayette county, Pa.  His first charge was at Senecaville, Guernsey county, Ohio. Remaining two years, having preached there three months previous to his ordination.  On  the 1st of April 1876, he migrated to Fairview.

JAMES O. MILLER, the subject of the following sketch, was born December 18, 1837, in Allegheny county, Pa.  Attended the Wilkinsburgh Academy over three years, after which he spent a year at the Jefferson College. Canonsburg, Pa., and then took a course at Duff’s Commercial College, Pittsburgh.  In April, 1860, he went, in company with his brother Thomas, and purchased the foundry in New Cumberland, and commenced operating the same early in April.  It was continued as a general foundry until 1864, when another partner was taken in (W. J. Snodgrass), and then they paid especial attention to the manufacture of stoves, in which our subject is at present still operating.  On April 3, 1873, he married Sadie O. Cowl, daughter of Rev. John Cowl.  Immediately after their union they settled in the town of New Cumberland, where they have lived ever since.  They have two children—one son and one daughter.

THOMAS R. SWANEY, a son of Isaac Swaney, was born in Beaver county, Pa., in 1840.  Came with his parents to Hancock county, W. Va., in 1852, location in New Lexington, where they remained until 1858, and then moved to New Cumberland.  He engaged at carpentering for a while.  On the 5th of September, 1861, he enlisted in company F. First Virginia Infantry, and served three years and two months after which time he was honorably discharged and returned home.  Was married to Miss Mollie A. Atkinson, daughter of Ephraim Atkinson.  They settled in New Cumberland, where they have resided ever since.  Their union has resulted in three sons.  Engaged at present in the mercantile and livery business.

GEORGE CHAPMAN, located a thousand acre tract of land in now Hancock county, in the year 1783, near New Cumberland, and upon a part of which tract a portion of the town is situated.  He came from eastern Virginia, off the Potomac river.  Soon after he settled, he built a block house to protect himself and family from the invasions of the Indians, who were numerous, having entire possession of the Ohio about that time; however, there were some settlements made by the whites near the banks of the Ohio river.  After completing his house, he returned east to secure money that was coming to him, leaving his wife and children in the care of a man whom he had working for him.  When the time approached for his expected return, this fellow, contemplating the murder of Mr. C. for his money it was thought, came into the house early in the evening, pretending to be somewhat excited, and telling the woman (Mrs. Chapman) to take her children and flee to her nearest neighbors, as there were Indians prowling about, and he expected they would attack him.  In order that her life might be preserved as well as the life of her children, he insisted on her going.  Mrs. C. suspecting him and his statement, drew down a gun that was placed on wooden pins against the wall, and pointing it at the fellow, told him to leave the house, saying: “If there is any Indians about you are the one, and if you don’t quit the place I will shoot you.”  This so frightened the man that he fled and was never seen afterwards.  She remained there nearly a week unmolested, before her husband arrived and the story was told him.  It was thought by Mr. C., that he intended to rob him on his return, but his brave wife scared the cowardly villain away.  They lived on that land until their death, and were never once disturbed by the red men.  Whether it was because of his strong house or not, he was permitted to live many years unmolested.

THOMAS CHAPMAN, a son of George, was born near New Cumberland, upon the land secured by his father, in the year 1786.  This large tract of land was divided equally between the children, and Thomas received a hundred and sixty acres.  He followed farming during his lifetime.  He was the father of ten children, six boys and four girls.  On the 3d of July, 1845, he “passed away like one falling into a peaceful sleep.”

ALFRED CHAPMAN, a son of the above was born August y, 1814, on the old homestead. He was engaged in assisting his father on the farm until his marriage, which took place on the 11th of May, 1843.  He led Miss Sarah Mayers, daughter of Cornelius Mayers, Esq., of Knoxville, O., to the altar.  Shortly after marriage he went on his present farm of one hundred and thirty five acres, and has followed that vocation ever since.  In 1866 he purchased another tract of land joining his one hundred and forty acres.  They have a family of four children living, three boys and one girl.  He has an excellent farm with a good quality of coal underlying it.  A bank was opened on his place in 1849 which was operated for seven years, taking from 1,000 to 3,000 bushels out per day.  Veins run from four to five feet.  H is the most successful and the most extensive bee culturist in the county.  Is now the owner of eighty colonies of bees.  In 1877 he raised 1,600 pounds of honey.  Has belonged to the Disciples’ Church for about thirty-two years, and his wife nearly thirty-four years.

JOHN CAMPBELL, Esq., a son of James Campbell, was born August 12, 1820, in New Cumberland.  In boyhood he attended school in a log building called the Chapman school house, where most of his early school days were spent.  Considering the deficiency of the primitive schools, he obtained a liberal education.  He lived with his father until he married, which took place on the 4th of March, 1841.  He was married to Miss Ruth Swearingen, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania.  Engaged for a short time on the farm and run a saw mill. Afterwards followed boat-building and carpentering, in which he continued for about ten years.  Built what was styled the trading boat.  In 1854 went into the lumber business, and in that has been engaged most of the time since.  Was elected county treasurer in 1863, in which office he served for two terms.  Subsequently elected justice of the peace—filling that capacity ever since.  In 1869 he was elected president of the board of education, and whilst serving as such was instrumental in the erection of the elegant school building of New Cumberland.  He originated and drafted the design himself. Although meeting with the strongest opposition, at the time the building was first contemplated, he pushed the work through, which required more than ordinary effort on his part—being restrained on every hand with even bitter feeling.  But being a man of determined will, completed the fine building, which is now acknowledged by all as a necessity—looked upon with pride by the citizens, and he now receives encomium for his labor and far-sightedness for the future needs of a school building.  In June, 1873, he was called to mourn the death of his wife, who died leaving him a family of five children.  On the 16th of June, 1874 he was again united in marriage to Mrs. Emily Hamilton nee Grafton, an estimable lady, as also was his first wife. She has borne him one child.  He and family are members of the Disciples church.

B. F. SMITH, was born in Georgetown, Brown county, Ohio, in 1811.  At the early age of sixteen he apprenticed to learn the pattern-making trade, and also became a machinist, which vocations (being closely allied,) he followed for some thirteen years at Cincinnati, Ohio.  In 1848 he migrated to West Virginia, and located in New Cumberland, engaging in the fire brick business, which he has ever since been following.  Married Miss Amanda Cox, daughter of Jacob Cox, of Dearborn county, Indiana.  They have a family of six boys and one girl.  Elected to the office of justice of the peace in 1860, serving as such for years. He was elected to the legislature in 1864-5.  Is a stockholder in the Scioto Fire Brick Company, and also in the West Virginia Fire Brick Company.  He and family are members of the Presbyterian Church of New Cumberland.

DR. P. C. McLANE was born in the village of Fairview, in 1824.  His father removed to Wellsville, where he died.  In 1832 he returned to his native town with his widowed mother, where he remained until 1847.  Commenced reading medicine in 1846 with Dr. McKenzie, and finished with Patterson & McKenzie, of Wellsville, Ohio.  Attended lectures at the Ohio medical College in 1848-9.  Subsequently began the practice of medicine in the town of Hamilton, Hancock county, West Virginia, for one year, then removed to Fairview, where he followed his profession until 1852, when he started for California, staying in the golden state, following his profession there, three years.  In 1856 he returned to his native town, and in the fall of that year set out for Iowa.  Married Miss E. C. Hoyt, of New Haven, Connecticut, in 1859.  Took charge of the Post Hospital, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, remaining in connection with the same till October, 1865, and then he again returned east.  His wife died in Ohio in 1868.  After her death he again moved to Fairview, and practiced about one year.  In December of 1870 he married again, leading Miss M. E. Mortley, of McConnellsville, Ohio, to the altar.  And in the spring of 1871 settled in New Cumberland, where he commenced the practice of his profession and has continued ever since.  He is the father of three children living—two girls and one boy.  He and wife are members of the Presbyterian Church.

DR. WILLIAM SHANLEY, a native of Ireland, was born in Dublin in the year 1809.  he commenced reading medicine at the early age of sixteen, studying two years on “Erin’s Isle.”  Being full of Irish patriotism, he was disgusted with his people doing homage to a foreign king.  In that city on one occasion, when the whole metropolis was illuminate in honor of King William the Fourth, he could no longer restrain expressing his sentiments.  Whilst looking on at the performance, he said to some one near him: “How foolish the Irish people are to lavish their money on a foreign king.”  The soldiers overheard his remark, and which by them was considered treason, one started, with sword drawn, after him.  Recognising the dangerous situation he was in, he ran with full speed to the Castle, closely pursued by the dragoon.  As he reached the spot, he turned suddenly in an entry just as the fellow struck for his head, the sword barely missing him, and was broken by striking the corner of one of the massive stone walls, and our subject escaped unhurt.  He kept concealed for several days and then started for America, landing in New York harbor on the 28th day of May, 1828.  He engaged in paper making in Springfield, New Jersey, where he remained four or five years.  On the 28th of January, 1834, he was married to Miss Phoebe H. Clark.  In the fall of 1835, he migrated west, where he devoted the most of his spare moments to the reading of medicine.  He moved to Steubenville, where he worked a short time in the paper mill of Oldship & Hanna, and then resumed the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. Mayers.  Afterwards removing to Wellsburg, he went in as a silent partner and rented a paper mill, and carried on the manufacture of paper for about three years, but still devoting some attention to medicine.  In 1839, he attended a term at the Medical College.  Removed to Fairview, to practice medicine in 1840, remaining there about seven years.  Along in 1844, he engaged in the fire-brick business in connection with his profession.  In 1847, he settled in New Cumberland, where he has been living ever since.  He is the father of five children living.  He is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

JAMES STEWART, a son of Col. George Stewart, was born in Lancaster county, Pa., in about 1787.  Came with his father to now Hancock county, W.Va., in 1790, and settled in Grant district, near the Pennsylvania line.  Married to Miss Catherine Fibbs.  Shortly after their union they located on a tract of land now in the possession of his son Samuel Stewart, where he live, following farming until his death.  He was the father of nine children, namely: Mary Ann, Eliza Jane, Harriet, Margaret E., George, John, Charles, William, Robert and Samuel.  Eliza and Margaret are dead.  Our subject’s life went out in 1869, and in 1871 his wife followed him.

ROBERT CAMPBELL.—The subject of this sketch was born in now Hancock county, W.VA., January 12, 1806.  He obtained a limited education in the common schools of his minority days.  In 1828 he married Miss Ellen Young, of Irish descent.  They settled on King’s creek, where they remained ten years, then removed into Clay district.  After living there about eight years they moved to where James Y Campbell now resides.  They reared a family of seven children, viz: Eliza J., John H., Margaret A., William, Melissa, James Y., and Robert E. William’s death occurred at Andersonville prison.  He was a member of company I. Twelfth W.Va. Regiment.   Our subject’s wife died on 22d of February, 1861.  His second wife was Margaret Marshall, who was united to him by marriage in August, 1862.  Engaged in farming.  Died November 17, 1876

JAMES Y. CAMPBELL, enlisted in Company I, of the Twelfth W. Va. Regiment, December, 1863, and was honorably discharged from the service August, 1865.

WILLIAM SNOWDEN, a son of William Snowden, sr., was born in 1802, in Hancock county, W. Va.  Married Mary Pugh in 1824.  She bore him six children, four sons and two daughters. She died in 1851.  He then married Miss Elizabeth Davidson, a few years later, who bore him one child.  He lived on the farm now owned by William D. Snowden, and followed farming as his vocation, residing until his death, which occurred in 1873.  His wife still survives.

WILLIAM CHAPMAN was born January 23, 1782, in Virginia.  Moved to then Brooke county but now Hancock county, W. Va., with his father, George Chapman, in the fall of 1795.  On the 29th of March, 1806 he married Miss Wilcoxton, who was born July 4, 1785. They settled on the farm now owned by G. W. Chapman’s heirs, April 1, 1819.  He was the father of nine children—four sons and five daughters.  His wife died on the 2d of March, 1873.  Mr. C. died April 5, 1875, at the advanced age of ninety-three years.

JONATHAN ALLISON was born in Maryland, on the 14th day of June 1777; brought to now Hancock county, locating in Grant district, in about 1780, by his father, James Allison, who was of English extraction, and settling upon the land owned by Jonathan Allison.  His first improvement was the erection of a round log house, 18 x 20, in which he lived for a number of years, and reared a family of children, all of whom are dead.  He lived until he reached his hundredth year.  Our subject was married to Miss Sarah Harmon, a lady of German descent.  Their union resulted in eleven children—Charles, Samuel, James, Ross, Nancy, Sarah, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Mary, Daniel and Christina.  Daniel, Christena and Ross are deceased.  Soon after the marriage of Jonathan A., he settled upon the old home farm, remaining there engaged in tilling the ground until his death, which occurred June 3, 1873, aged ninety-six years.  He served in the war of 1812; filled the office of sheriff for several years; served as constable for about thirty years, and at the age of ninety-one years took the census of the county.

ALEXANDER SCOTT, born in the eastern part of the state of Pennsylvania.  He removed to now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1802, and located on a farm one mile northwest of Fairview.  He was the father of seven children—four sons and three daughters.  Principally engaged in farming.  In 1812 he breathed his last.  His wife survived him but a few years.  His family are all dead, save two—one living in Hancock county, West Virginia, and the other in Meigs county,Ohio.

	JOHN SCOTT, a son of the above was born in 1791, and came with his parents to Hancock county, in 1802.  He followed farming with his father until he reached manhood, and after his marriage in 1813, to Miss Sarah Stewart, he settled on his father’s old home farm, where they remained during life, with the exception of about five years.  He reared a family of four children—Mary, John, James C. and George.  John is deceased, Mary is lining in Ohio, George is in the ministry in Pennsylvania, and James C. is living on the old homestead.  Our subject was married twice—his first wife died in 1839.  His second wife, Jane Wallace, whom he married in 1840, died on the 7th of August, 1875, and he followed in November, 1877.

	WILLIAM W. EVANS was born May 24, 1789, in Virginia.  He was a very fine mathematician and penman. Engaged for several years in clerking in his uncle’s store.  In 1808 was married to Miss Sarah F. Chaplin, after which he turned his attention to farming.  About 1815 he located on a tract of land situated in now Poe district, Hancock county, West Virginia.  He began the improvement of his land for the purpose of raising crops.  There was a little log cabin on the land when he settled, in which he lived until he could erect a better one.  They had a family of nine children—Elizabeth, Martha, Jeremiah C., Isaac, William J., Joseph, Sarah, Mary, and Elizabeth.  The two oldest daughters, Elizabeth and Martha, are deceased, and also Joseph.  Our subject departed this life October 12, 1860; his wife in November, 1861.

	JACOB NESSLY was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania.  He married Miss Elizabeth Groff also a native of the same county.  They migrated to now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1785.  They reared a family of eight children.  His wife paid nearly the entire expense for the stone building known as the Nessley church, which was erected in 1820.  His children married as follows: Barbara married Richard Brown, and reared a family of nine children.  Jacob married Nancy Myers and reared a family of five children.  Judith married John Groff.  Alice married Abraham Groff and reared a family of four children.  Lucy married Rev. De Selems and reared a family of six children.  Elizabeth married Christain Brenneman and reared a family of eight children.  John married Elizabeth Fawcet and reared a family of eight children.  Nancy died unmarried.
	Our subject died in the year 1832—his wife having died a few years previous to this.
	RICHARD BROWN, SR., was born in Maryland in 1748, was a soldier of the revolutionary war, serving as Colonel under the command of General George Washington. He was captured at the battle of Brooklyn, Long Island (where the Americans were defeated), August 27, 1776.  Held as a prisoner for a short time and then exchanged.  Soon after the close of that memorable war, he with his wife and two children migrated west settling on a tract of land containing 1,1000 acres, in Holliday’s Cove.  At one time he also owned what is now known as Brown’s Island, from whence it derived its appellation.  After their removal to this county another child to them was born, making a family of three children—Richard, Rachel and Margaret.  Lived on his land until his death in March 1811.

	RICHARD BROWN, JR., son of the above, was born near Baltimore, Maryland, in 1762.  Came with his father west.  Followed surveying making many surveys for the government.  Was engaged in that business with General Harrison through Illinois and other states.  In 1798 he was married to Barbara, daughter of Jacob Nessley, one of the pioneer settlers of the county.  Shortly after their marriage they settled on a tract of land in Holliday’s Cove, remaining there for several years, and moved up the river settling near the mouth of Tomlinson’s run, living there until his death, which sad event took place in 1842. His relict died in 1849.  In his life time he held the office of high sheriff, justice of the peace, county surveyor, and also held the office of colonel in the militia for seven years.

	JOHN CUNNINGHAM was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, August 10th, 1810.  Brought to now Hancock county, West Virginia, by his father in 1819, who settled on the farm now owned by his heirs.  Our subject purchased a number of tracts of land, until he owned at one time 700 acres.  In first starting into business he engaged in keeping a wood-yard at the river, cutting the wood off of his land and disposing of it to the steamboats to a good advantage.  Retired in 1850 from the wood business, and paid his entire attention to farming until his death, which occurred July 9th, 1878.  In 1838 he married Miss Sarah J. Finley.  He was father of nine children, as follows: Samuel R., Thomas R., Robert M., David M., John F., Margaret J., Mary V., James C. and Sarah m., who is deceased.  Was elected to the office of justice of the peace, filling that capacity a number of years.

JOHN GARDNER, a native of Washington county, Pennsylvania, was born on the 25th of October, 1794.  When he grew to manhood he migrated to Wellsburg, and engaged in the mercantile business for a few years. Married Miss Eliza Reeves in 1820.  They reared a family of three children—Rachel Ann, Reason R. and Josiah R.  In 1839 he removed to now Hancock county, West Virginia, and settled on a four hundred acre tract of land, just opposite East Liverpool, Ohio.  He built a fine brick residence here in 1839, in which he lived until his death, in 1878.  Served as president judge of the county for several terms in Brooke and Hancock counties.  He attended court regularly, seldom ever absent.  Bought the first steam ferry-boar ever used at the Liverpool ferry.  Was connected with stage lines, and carried the U. S. mail; also owned the steamer Swan, and carried the mail from Wheeling to Steubenville by water and from that point to the lake by stage.  He was highly esteemed as a citizen.
	REASON R. GARDNER, a son of John Gardner, was born Ocotober 13, 1822, in Brooke county.  Came with his father to Hancock county in 1839.  Was engaged as a clerk on a steamboat for a number of years.  He also run the steamferry boat at Liverpool for several years and spent a great deal of money in building up the ferry, and it is now said to be one of the best along the Ohio river.  Filled the office of county assessor for one term.  Married Miss Melvina Desbrow in 1864.  Their union resulted in one child.  Our subjects death occurred in 1878.

	ROLAND ROGERS, 	a native of Harford county, Maryland, was born on the 15th of November, 1786.  In 1807 he married Sarah Magness.  Migrated to Beaver county, Pennsylvania.  Removed to Hancock county about 1819, and settled in now Grant district.  He followed farming.  Was a soldier in the war of 1812.  He died on the 30th of January, 1855.  His companion lived until July 4, 1870

	SAMUEL STEWART, a son of Col. Stewart; born in Lancaster county, Pa., in 1780; came with his father to Hancock county in 1790.  He assisted his progenitor in clearing away the forests and tilling the virgin soil.  Was married to Miss Nancy Cochran, then moving on the farm now in the possession of Alfred Marx.  Their union resulted in seven children, namely: Jacob, Susan, Mary, Samuel, Nancy, Rebecca and George.  His wife died , and then he married Nancy Tucker.  They removed on a farm near East Liverpool, Ohio.  After the death of his second wife he again married, leading Miss Mary Flanegin to the altar.  She bore him two sons, namely: Robert and James.  He followed farming as his vocation until his death in 1874.  His farm is now owned by his two sons—Robert and George Stewart.

	WILLIAM STEWART, a son of Col. George Stewart, was born in Lancaster county, Pa., in 1782, and settled with his father in Hancock county, W. Va., in 1795.  In 1805, he married Miss Elizabeth Henderson.  They located on a part of the Gardner farm, where he remained a few years, and then removed near Pittsburgh, Pa., living there seven years, returned again to Hancock county, 1812, and enlisted as a soldier in the war of 1812 under the command of Col. Small.  He was the father of nine children; George, James, William, Benjamin, Elizabeth, Mary, Isabella and Rachel.  George and the tow latter named are deceased.  Our subject died n 1858,and his wife in 1873.
	
	ROSS ALLISON, a son of Jonathan Allison, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., on the 12th of November, 1812, and lived with his father until he arrived at the age of manhood.  In 1834, he married Miss Allison, a daughter of Charles Allison, deceased, and settled in Grant district.  He was the father of eight children, Principally engaged in farming during his life.  On the 15th of March, 1870 he died respected and beloved by all.

	ISAAC KINNEY, was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1781.  At the age of twenty-five years, he married Miss Jane Ashley, of said county.  He, with his wife and eight children, migrated to now Hancock county, settling on Tomlinson’s run, near the present site of Baxter’s mill, remaining about five years, then located on Charles’ field farm.  After their settlement in Hancock, four more children were born to them, making a family of twelve children, namely: Dorsey P., William, Rachel, Manney, Lucinda, John, Nancy, Eliza, Joseph, Sarah, Catharine and Eveline.  Dorsey, John, Eveline and Manney, are deceased.  Our subject departed this life in 1833.  His widow remained on the farm until 1837, when she removed, with family, on the Gardner farm, and her boys run a ferry and kept a wood yard, selling wood to the steam boats.  This business was followed by them until in 1843, when they moved on the farm now owned by Joseph Kinney, and in a few years they purchased the farm, and have engaged in farming ever since.  In 1858, William purchased the farm on which he lives.  This is a hundred and thirty-acre tract.

	JOHN NEWELL, a native of Washington county, Pennsylvania, was born on the 9th day of June, 1796.  His education was obtained in the common schools of his minority days.  In 1819 he married Miss Rachel Elder.  They migrated to Hancock county, West Virginia, and settled in Fairview (then called Pughtown, or New Manchester), and engaged in tanning, where he followed that business for fourteen years.  About 1822 his wife departed this life, and in a few years after he got married again, leading to the altar, Lydia, daughter of John Edie.  By her he had seven children.  She died, and in 1853 he married his third wife, in the person of Joanna Frazier.  He moved on the farm where he is now living, in about 1833, remaining a few years, then removed to Murry’s Mill, and run the milling business for three years, then purchased the Coulter Mills (now Baxter’s), staying there for several years, and then returned to his farm.  He is still living—aged eighty-two years.

	SAMUEL CARSON, born in Ireland.  Emigrated to America and landing in Philadelphia, remaining in the eastern part of the state for a short time, then settled in Washington county, Pennsylvania.  Was married to Miss Ann Aten.  Came to now Hancock county, West Virginia, in about 1797, settling on King’s creek.  In 1810 his wife died, and he was again married in the year following to Miss Margaret Anderson.  He had eight children with his first wife and seven with his second.  Was a farmer.  Lived to reach his 93d year.

	JOHN EDIE, a soldier of the Revolutionary war, was born in Pennsylvania in 1760.  After the termination of that successful effort for liberty, he migrated to Hancock county.  Held the office of county surveyor and made nearly all the earliest surveys in that region of the country.  In 1790 he married Miss Rebecca Croxon.  Served seven years in the legislature and filled the office of justice of the peace for many years.  He was the father of eleven children.  In 1840 he died at the age of eighty-one years.

	ROBERT CAMPBELL, whose parents were of Scotch descent, was born on the first of April, 1772.  He with three brothers and two sisters were brought to this country by their father, who located on King’s creek, Hancock county, three miles above its mouth, in the year 1783-4, he being among the first settlers in that neighborhood.  His father built a log cabin on his land (the first improvement made) and lived init for some time.  He was an extensive land owner, having in his possession at one time about 1,800 acres of land in the county.  Died in about 1808.  Our subject obtained such an education as could be found in the common schools of that early day.  At the age of twenty-six he married Miss Margaret Belland, located on King’s creek and followed farming until 1809, when he built the flouring mill on said stream, known as Campbell mill, which is still in use.  A saw mill was also erected by him adjacent the mill.  A few years later he put up and operated a distillery near by his other property.  He finally sold the mill property to his son James M. and paid his entire attention to agriculture the remainder of his days.  Was an extensive land owner, having at one time nearly 1,900 acres.  Had a family of nine children.  Held the office of elder in the Presbyterian Church and died on the 7th of May, 1835.  His relict departed this life on the 2d of May, 1857.

	JAMES M. CAMPBELL, a son of Robert C., was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., March 18, 1804.  His early educational impressions were made upon him by William Ledie, who taught in a log school house.  On the 20th of June, 1825, he married Miss Nancy Orr.  They settled on the farm where he is now living.  Having purchased his father’s mill property, he bought wheat and made it into flour, shipping it down the river, averaging about 3,000 barrels per year for a period of eight years, when the shipments declined on account of the scarcity of wheat in the neighborhood.  He also held an interest in the fire brick business, following that in connection with milling for about eighteen years.  In 1870 he sold his mill and retired from the business.  He also sold his interest in the brick yard below the mouth of King’s creek, but has since taken a half stock in the brick yard above said stream.  On the 26th of October, 1849, he was called to mourn the loss of his wife who died leaving seven children.  He married his second wife, Miss Isabella Gallaway, in 1850, who bore him two daughters.  Has held the office of elder in the Presbyterian Church, for nearly half century.  Although now over seventy-four years of age, he is yet remarkably hale and hearty.

	LEVI STANDISH, a descendant of Miles Standish, who came over in the “Mayflower,” was born in 1820, in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, and is of the seventh generation.  He followed stone-masonry and brick-laying for about eight years.  In 1846 he married Miss Margaret Cowan, a resident of the same county. Soon after this he learned milling, which he followed as his principal vocation.  He lost his wife in 1872.  In the spring of 1876 he purchased the mill property where he is now living.  In December of the same year he married Miss Martha E. Stewart, who lived but five months after marriage.

	E. A. FRESHWATER, our subject, a son of Philip Freshwater, was born March, 21st, 1839, in Butler district, Hancock county, West Virginia.  Attended school at Paris, Pennsylvania, the pupils being taught by Rev. Campbell.  On March 27th, 1867 he was married to Miss Clarinda E. Campbell, daughter of James M. Campbell.  Settled on a farm near the Pennsylvania line.  Raised a family of seven children—five sons and two daughters.  At present he is filling the office of justice of the peace, which office he has been holding for about six years.

	THOMAS ANDERSON is a native of Bedford county, Pa.  His birth occurred on the 10th day of May, 1810.  His father moved to Somerset county, same state, when Thomas was but four years of age.  In 1824, they left and removed to Pittsburgh.  Whilst residing in this city our subject learned the pottery business with a man named White.  In 1831 made a trip down the Ohio, stopping with Thomas Freeman and manufactured brick for him.  He made the first fire-brick that were ever made in now Hancock county.  He continued making brick for two summers and then returned to his home in Pittsburgh, working at the pottery business for a while. Married Miss Martha Beard in 1836, and in the year following he removed to Hancock county, starting in the pottery business which he continued until 1843, when he then engaged in the manufacture of brick in connection with the pottery business.  In 1872, he quit the former and devoted his entire attention to the latter, which he still follows.  He is the father of six children –four sons and two daughters.

	JOHN PURDY was born in Cumberland county, Pa., in 1777.  Emigrated to Westmoreland county, when a young man.  Learned carpentering and cabinet-making.  In 1808 he married Miss Elizabeth Lavely.  They remained in said county until 1821, when he, with his wife and five children migrated to now Hancock county, W. Va.  In 1824, he purchased and moved on the farm now owned by his son James Purdy, where he followed farming until his death, which sad event occurred in 1959.  His wife lived until 1873, aged ninety-three years.

	ALEXANDER MORROW, was born in Ireland, and was married to Susan Cassady.  In 1793 he, accompanied with his wife and seven children, viz: John, William, James, Alexander, Margaret, Elizabeth and Nancy, emigrated to America, landing at Philadelphia, where they remained a few days, and then settled in the State of New Jersey, remaining there five years.  In 1798, they all came west and located in now Hancock county.  They purchased a 600 acre tract of land in 1800, a part of which is now owned by William Morrow.  Mr. M. followed farming as his vocation.  He died in about 1820, at a good old age.

	JOHN MORROW, the senior son of Alexander, married Miss Eleanor Welch, in August, 1803.  They reared a family of five sons and three daughters, viz: Alexander, John W., Samuel James, William, Susan, Mary and Nancy.  The children were all married, save Samuel.  Susan and Nancy had no issue.  Alexander and John are deceased.  Our subject’s death occurred in 1854, at the age of 88 years.  His wife died in 1864, aged 92 years.

	WILLIAM MORROW lived a single life; accumulated considerable property, and died in 1839 aged about 72 years.

	JAMES MORROW, married Jemima Davis along in 1800.  She died after a few years of married life, and in 1812 he married Miss Nancy Elliott.  They raised a family of four sons and three daughters—Charles, Alexander, James, Aaron, Susan, Isabella and Margaret.  The subject died in 1825, and his wife in 1839.

	ALEXANDER MORROW, married Miss Susan Welch in 1820.  They reared a family of three sons and four daughters—Robert, James, Alexander, Margaret, Susan, Nancy Ann and Mary.  He died at the age of 72 years; his wife in 1872, at the age of 76 years.
	Margaret Morrow was united in marriage to Robert Morehead.  Their family consisted of six sons and one daughter.  Elizabeth Morrow married to David Pollock and moved to Ohio.  Nancy Morrow married Samuel Logue, and became the mother of three children.  In 1812 he died with camp-fever whilst serving in the war.  She afterward married a man by the name of Tumberlick, and by him had another child.

	RICHARD FOWLER, sr., was born in Brownsville, Pennsylvania.  He was married to Miss Elizabeth Baker, who was born in Virginia on the 10th of March, 1798.  He was married twice.  His first wife gave birth to two children, as follows: Rachel Fowler, born March 13th, 1810; John Fowler, born July 25th, 1812.  From his second wife the following were born, viz: Mary Fowler, February 4, 1815; William B. Fowler, July 15th, 1816, Verlinda Fowler, June 15th, 1818, Joseph Fowler, August 2nd, 1821, Frances Fowler, October 11th, 1823, Jacob Fowler, December 22nd, 1825, Thomas H. Fowler, April 17th, 1828, Richard Fowler, July 30, 1830, Ann E. Fowler, January 4th, 1833, Susannah Fowler, September 17th, 1835.  Richard and Elizabeth are dead—the former’s death occurred on the 13th July, 1856, and the latter’s on the 18th of December, 1872.  Our subject engaged in farming for a livelihood.

	G. L. BEAUMONT, physician and surgeon, a native of Ohio, was born in Steubenville on the 2nd of August, 1837.  His parents removed to New Lisbon, where they remained only a few years, and then returned to the former place in 1846.  At the age of eighteen he began the study of medicine with his father, (who had acquired considerable reputation in physics.)  Our subject formed the acquaintance of Miss N. A. Campbell, of New Cumberland, and was married to her in 1858.  In 1869 he graduated at the Ecletic Medical College, under the new system.  Upon his return from college he commenced the practice of his profession.  Since he has begun he has met with flattering success.  He has a family of ten children. In his business, as well as socially considered, he is courteous and agreeable.

	JOHN CAMPBELL was born August 12, 1820, in what is now Hancock county, West Virginia, within one hundred and fifty rods of where he now resides, on the farm at that time belonging to the heirs of his grandfather, whose name was also John Campbell.  This farm at that time contained 187 acres, which included all the first and second bottom, between the Black Horse fire brick yard, and the mouth of Hardin’s run.  On the 19th of August 1832, a deed was executed by all the heirs (except William, who had received his share, in a farm in Jefferson county, Ohio).W. H Grafton and John  McMillen commissioners, divided the land into five shares, after setting off one-third as dower to the widow, Mary Campbell.  The deed was signed by John Campbell, and Elizabeth his wife, James Campbell and Agnes his wife, Lloyd Campbell and Hrriet his wife, Joseph Stewart and Elizabeth his wife, and John Brandon and Mary his wife.  
	James, the father of the subject of this sketch, settled upon his share and subsequently bought all the other heirs out, except John.  At that time a large portion of it was thickly covered with timber.  The subject of this sketch remained with his father, helping clear and farm the land, till March 4, 1841, at which time he married Miss Ruth C. Swearingen, of Beaver county Pennyslvania.  They commenced house keeping about the first of April following, in the same old cabin in which he had spent most of his early life. He remained there till 1847, when he moved into his new brick house—the first brick dwelling in the town, where he remained till the fall of 1851, when one of his tenants, living in a frame house adjoining, set fire to the building, consuming three frame buildings and the wood work of the brick, together with a large portion of their contents.  Mr. Campbell then built, and within three months moved into the frame house now owned and occupied by J. W. Flowers, and remained there until 1854.  During this year he built and moved into the brick where he now resides.  In December, 1848, he, in copartnership with his brothers, Lloyd and James, bought 64 acres of the above mentioned land, at commissioners sale, and at the same time sold some sixty-eight lots, as an addition to the town of New Cumberland.  In 1849-50 they added about 120 more lots to the town and built the brick dwelling now occupied by James B. Stewart; and, in September, 1850, they sold at public auction, fifty of these lots at an average of about $50 per lot.  In 1851, he built the brick dwelling, now owned and occupied by N. B. Grafton, Esq., for his mother, who occupied it till her death, which occurred August 23, 1859.  In 1873, he built the frame building on the ridge, now occupied by Brown & Morrow, as a printing office, where the first newspaper ever printed in the town was published.  In 1856 he engaged in the lumber business, at which he still continues.
	Prior to this time, and after his first marriage, he was engaged in various occupations, such as farming, boat and house-building, and in the coal trade, &c.
	In January, 1858, he was chosen justice of the peace under the old Virginia system, which office he held till 1864.  On the fourth Thursday of April, of that year, he was elected President of the Board of Education of Clay township, which included New Cumberland, in which capacity he served till January 1, 1872.  In the spring of 1870, he with the other members, J. L. Freeman and J. L. Toap, decided to build the house now occupied as a grade school.  After some delay for want of an architect to prepare a plan for the building, Mr. Campbell was appointed architect and submitted a plan that was approved and accepted.  He was also appointed to superintend the work.  The building, furniture and fixtures cost $13,300.
	On the 17th of July, 1873, his wife died aged fifty-six years.  After her death he spent a large portion of his time in traveling.  He married for a second wife, Mrs.Emily L. Hamilton, whose maiden name was Grafton, born and raised in Wellsville, Ohio.  By his first wife he raised six children, three sons and three daughters.  The fourth child, a son, died at two years.  The eldest daughter and youngest son remain at home with him.  By his second wife he had one child, a daughter, born May 6, 1875.

	RICHARD FOWLER, JR., was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., July 30, 1830.  He married Miss Martha A. Peterson, daughter of Conrad Peterson, in 1859, who bore him nine children, three sons and six daughters.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  His father, Richard Fowler, sr., deceased, settled and made the first improvement on said farm.  He has followed farming as his vocation during life.

	JONATHAN ALLISON, a son of Jonathan Allison deceased, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., July 6, 1820, on the farm where he is now living.  The farm was settled, and improvements began by his grand-father, James Allison, deceased, in about 1780, and has been owned by the Allison’s since that time.  He married Miss Nancy Thompson, November 27, 1845.  Their union resulted in twelve children, (three of whom are deceased), five sons and four daughters are living.  They settled on the farm where they are now living, and has followed farming as his vocation. At present he owns near 900 acres of land in Grant district, Hancock county, W. Va.  He filled the office of constable for a period of about eight years.

	J. W. ALLISON, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., March 31, 1830.  He married Miss Isabella S. Cory, April 27, 1852.  they settled on the farm where they are now living.  The farm was first settled by his grand-father, in 1801.  He has followed the  manufacturing of Agricultural implements, in connection with farming as his vocation.  He served two terms in the legislature.  He filled the office of justice of the peace for ten years

	JAMES C. SCOTT was born on April 2, 1827, in now Hancock county, West Virginia.  He married Rebecca J. Conley, March 23, 1870.  They settled on the old Scott farm, which was located by his grandfather, Alexander Scott, in 1802.  There are several fruit trees on the farm that were bearing trees when the Scotts first settled there.  He has followed farming as his vocation.

	JEREMIAH C. EVANS was born August, 15, 1813, in Virginia, and was brought to now Hancock county, West Virginia, by his father William W. Evans, in 1813.  He married Sarah Chapman in December 1836.  His companion deceased in April 1839.  He was again married to Elizabeth Sisson, November 24, 180, to whom he has four children—James M., Elizabeth S., John and Frank S., all of whom are living.  He owns and is living on the old Evans homestead farm, containing 300 acres.

	GEORGE W. CHAPMAN, son of William Chapman, was born where New Cumberland is now located, in Hancock county, West Virginia, February 11, 1813.  He was married May 11, 1843, to Hannah Stockdale, of Ohio.  They settled on his father’s farm, and in a few years purchased said farm of his father, which he owned and lived on, following farming s his vocation until deceased.  They reared a family of six children—Thomas B., Mary E., William J., Sarah A., and Jackman S. Chapman, who is at home on the farm.  William and Sarah are deceased.  Thomas B. and Martha A. are in Oakland, California.  Mary E. is living in Pittsburgh.  His wife died May 4, 1872, aged 48 years, 6 months and 29 days.  He died May 25, 1878.,

	ISAAC W. EVANS was born in now Hancock county, W. Va.,  on the farm now owned by Jermiah C. Evans, October 9, 1817.  He has followed farming as his vocation during his life.  He married Ruth Dawson, of Beaver county, Pa., in 1836.  They settled on his father’s farm.  At present he owns 250 acres of the old home place.  Their union resulted in seven children, five sons and two daughters.  B. D. Evans, William, James D., Rebecca M., John C., Catharine and William P.  John C. and William are deceased.

	DAVID McCOY was born in what is now Hancock county, W. Va.  He followed farming as his vocation.  He married Matilda Grable, who bore him four children.  His wife died in 1869.  He deceased in 1874.

	JAMES S. McCOY, was born in 1838, in now Hancock county, W.Va.  He followed steamboating as his vocation for a number of year, and for the last five years he has run the ferry at New Lexington.  He is the father of five children, two sons, and three daughters.

	GEORGE BROWN, son of Richard Brown, jr., deceased was born February 29, 1809, in Holliday’s Cove, now Hancock county, W. Va.  He has followed farming as his vocation during life.  He married Miss Ellen Sprowle, daughter of Hugh Sprowle, of Irish descent, February 21, 1854.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  The land was taken up by is grandfather, Jacob Nessley, in 1785.

	JACOB N. BROWN, a son of Richard Brown, sr., was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1805.  He followed farming and trading on the Ohio river as his vocations.  He was married in December 1832 to Miss Ann Myler.  They settled on the farm where he is now living.  They reared a family of nine children—four sons and five daughters, one of the daughters is deceased. His wife died in April 1865,

	WILLIAM MURRY was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania.  He was married to Jane Mills.  In 1818 or 1820, he with his wife and two children, William C and James, came to now Hancock county, West Virginia, and settled in Poe district, where Murry’s Mills now stand, where he remained until in the fall of 1833, then he sold his mill property to his son William C. and moved to Jefferson county, Ohio, where he remained until his death.  His wife died in 1833.  And he was married again, to Margaret Latimer, who is still living, at the age of eighty years.

	SAMUEL ALLISON, a son of Charles Alllison, was born in now Grant district, Hancock county, West Virginia, September 8th, 1835.  He married Miss Eliza Finley.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of five children—two sons and three daughters.

	JOHN H. MANYPENNY was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, July 31, 1827.  He came to Hancock county, W.Va., in 1849, and engaged in farming with his brother for five years; then, in 1854, he commenced operations with his brothers in the fire-brick business; continued for ten years, and in 1864, he again engaged in farming as his vocation, and is following that as his occupation at present.  He was married to Susan Henry in 1855; his wife deceased in 1857; he then married Mary A. Brandon in 1800, who bore him two sons; hi wife died in 1864.  He was again married to Mary Ann Johnston in 1865, who is still living.

	JAMES H. STEWART was born in Allegheny county, pa., in 1810.  In 1816 he was brought to now Hancock county, W. Va., by his father, William Stewart.  He married Sarah Ann Pugh in 1841.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  Their union resulted in eight children, six sons and two daughter, two sons and one daughter are deceased.  He followed the manufacturing of fire and common bricks for twenty-five years, and the remainder of his time he has followed farming as his vocation.

	SAMUEL STEWART, a son of James Stewart, was born on the farm where he is now living, in now Grant district, Hancock county, W. Va., in 1832.  In 1859 he took a trip to Pike’s Peak; remained six months and then returned home.  Married Mary E. Donehoo in 1865; they settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of four, two sons and two daughters.  He has followed farming as his vocation.

	J. L. MAHON, was born in Baltimore, Md., in 1814.  He came to West Virginia, with his father, in about 1816, and located in Brooke county.  In 1837, he married Barbara B. Brenneman, daughter of Christian Brenneman.  They settled on the farm where they are now living, in 1840.  Their union resulted in ten children, four sons and six daughters.  He erected a saw mill on his farm in 1850, and in 1854, he built a grist mill adjoining the saw mill, both of which he has been operating successfully.  In 1878, he, in company with Hellings & Brother, erected on his farm, one of the largest fruit houses in the United States, on the Hellings’ patent, of Phildadephia—a description of which can be seen in the history of Hancock county.  He followed the manufacturing of lumber, cooperage and flour, in connection with farming and fruit growing as his vocation.  He owns one of the best fruit farms in the state of West Virginia, containing 575 acres.  There are 10,000 fruit growing on his farm at present.

	JOHN LOWARY, was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1800.  He was married to Jane Proudfoot.  Their union resulted in five children, two of which are living.  His companion died in 1837.  He then married Sarah Hibbets.  They reared a family of six children.  In 1855, they moved to Columbiana county, Ohio, where they remained until in 1870, they then moved and settled in Hancock county, W. Va., where they are now living.  He is postmaster at Oak Run post office.  His wife died in 1875.

	JOHN H. CAMPBELL was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, September 15th, 1831.  He married Ruth A. McCloud in 1861.  They settled in Clay district.  His wife died December 24, 1861.  He married Sarah E. Pittenger, daughter of Henry Pittenger.  Their union resulted in two children, one of which is deceased.  His companion deceased in October 1864. He married Sarah Witherspoon March 1st, 1866.  They were given five children, one of which is deceased.  His wife died December 24th, 1874.  He was again married, to Mary J. Hill, of Ohio.  At present, he owns a part of the Hugh Pugh farm, where they are now living, and he is following farming as his vocation.

	WILLIAM HUTSON, a son of William Hutson, deceased, was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, October 3rd, 1832.  He married Elizabeth A. Stevens, March 19th, 1855.  They settled in Poe district, near the Ohio river, where they remained eight years, then moved to Brooke county, West Virginia, remained there five years, and then moved on the farm where they are now living in 1868.  They have a family of three children—one son and two daughters.  He has followed farming as his vocation.

	JOHN WHITEHILL was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, August 5th, 1828.  He married Elizabeth Wilcoxon, January 1st, 1856.  They settled on the farm where they are now living, located in Poe district, Hancock county, West Virginia.  Their union resulted in two children—one son and one daughter.  He has followed farming as his vocation.
	
	W. G. ANDERSON was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, May 23, 1834.  He learned the blacksmith trade and followed that business as his vocation until in 1861, then he enlisted in company L, 28th Regiment, Pennsylvania volunteers.  He served one month in said regiment, and then was transferred to Knapp’s Pennsylvania battery.  The last year he served as a veteran, and received his discharge at the close of the war.  Returned home and resumed his trade as his vocation.  He married Miss R. J. Maple, in 1868.  They settled in Wellsville, Ohio, and in 1875, they moved to the place where they are now living—located in Clay district, near the Pennsylvania line.  They have a family of five children—three sons and two daughters.

	WILLIAM D. SNOWDEN was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, August 21, 1834.  He married Martha V. Scaddan, in 1862.  They settled on his father’s farm, where they are now living.  They have a family of four children—one son and three daughters.  His principal vocation is farming.

	WILLIAM C. MURRY was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, December 16, 1809.  He was brought to now Hancock county, West Virginia, by his father, William Murry, in about 1818.  He married Emily Abraham, of Steubenville, Ohio.  He purchased his father’s property, including farm and grist and saw mills, where they settled, and are living at present.  Their union resulted in four children—two sons and two daughters.  Both of the sons died in the late war, or the war of 1861. William A. Murry died at Richmond, Virginia, a prisoner.  John R. Murry took sick while in camp, was brought home, and died in a few days after his arrival.

	ABSALOM BAXTER was born in Brooke County, W. Va., March 16, 1833.  He was brought to now Poe district, Hancock county, W. Va., by his father Samuel Baxter, in 1836.  He followed farming as his vocation.  He married Honor Brambrick, daughter of Thomas Brambrick, deceased, November 2, 1859.  They settled on the farm where they are now living, located one mile south-west of Fairview.  Their union resulted in five children, Julia, Lawrence, Rachel, Annie and Ruth, all of which are living.

	ALEXANDER MORROW was born in Tyrone county, Ireland, in 1821.  He emigrated to America in 1842.  Landing in New York city, he continued his journey westward until he reached Freeman’s landing, where he stopped and made his home in Hancock county, W. Va., since that time.  He married Rachel Jane Shanley, daughter of Wm. Shanley, in 1856.  They settled on the farm, where they are now living.  They have a family of four children, three sons and one daughter.

	JAMES W. FINLEY was born in Washington county, Pa., December 3, 1830.  He came to now Hancock county, W. Va., with his father when about four months old.  He taught two terms of school, one in the winter of 1849-50 and the other in 1850-51.  He enlisted in company K, Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry for three years or during the war.  His regiment being discharged in the spring of 1864, their time having expired, he was transferred to the Thirty-third Ohio, where he remained until his time expired and was discharged from the service September, 1864, and returned home, and remained there until January, 1865, when he re-enlisted as a recruit in Company A, One Hundred and Fifteenth Ohio Regiment, remaining in said regiment a short time, and its time having expired it was mustered out of the service, and he was transferred to the One Hundred and Eighty-eighth Ohio, where he remained until the close of the war when he was discharged from the service, and he returned home.  He married Sarah M. Guthrie, of Beaver county, Pa., May 17, 1866.  They settled in Hancock county, W. Va., where they are now living.  They have a family of three children, two sons and one daughter.

	JOHN R. FINLEY, was born in Washington county, Pa., April 8, 1824.  He was brought to now Hancock county, W. Va., in 1831, by his father, Thomas Finley, who settled just across the Ohio river, from East Liverpool, Ohio.  John R. Finley is a carpenter by trade, which he follows in connection with farming as his vocation.  He married Louisa Scott, daughter of Nathan Scott, in 1860.  They settled in now Grant district.  They have a family of eight children, six sons and two daughters.

	ROBERT M. CUNNINGHAM, was born, August 24, 1844, in now Grant district, Hancock county, W. Va., he married Mary E. Kirk, of Beaver county, Pa.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of four children, one son and three daughters.  He is following farming as his vocation.

	WILLIAM C. PUSEY, was born in Chester county, Pa., August 19, 1818.  He attended school at Westchester academy.  After leaving school he clerked in a store at Unionville in 1833, and in Philadelphia in 1834-5, and from thence to Oak Hill, in Lancaster county, Pa.  In the spring of 1837 he came to New Garden, Columbiana county, Ohio, remained until in 1840; then moved to Wellsville, Ohio, where he followed the commission business until in 1843; then moved to Liverpool, Ohio, and engaged in the grocery business until 1844.  He married Rachel A Gardner, daughter of John Gardner, deceased, in 1844.  They settled on her father’s farm; remained two years, and in 1846 they moved to Wellsville, Ohio, and engaged in the mercantile business and continued the business until 1852.  Then they returned to the farm where they are now living.  They reared two children, Elwood F. and Clara B.  He served as justice of the peace in Wellsville, Ohio, for four and one half years; filled the same office in Grant district, Hancock county, W.Va., for six years, and in the falloff 1876 he was elected to the office of Presiding Justice of Hancock county, and is holding that position at present.

	WILLIAM W. ALLISON was born in York county, Pa., February 22, 1795; moved to Beaver county Pa., in 1809; married Ellen Allison in 1824.  They settled in now Hancock county, W.Va.  They reared a family of six children, four sons and two daughters, two of the sons are deceased; he followed farming as his vocation; he is now living and enjoying good health for a man of eighty-four years of age.

	LAWSON C. ROGERS, was born in Butler county, Pa., November 22, 1815, and was brought to now Hancock county, W. Va., by his father, Roland Rogers, in 1819.  He married Mary Ann Moody, of Ohio, in 1845.  They settled in Grant district.  At present they own a farm one and a half miles form the Ohio river, on which they are now living.  They have a family of six children, four sons and two daughters.

	HUGH NEWELL, a son of John Newell, was born in Fairview, now Hancock county, W. Va., September 16, 1827.  He married Miss A. Marks, daughter of Samuel Marks.  They settled in Poe district, remained until 1865, and then moved to Grant district, on the farm where they are now living.  Their union resulted in five children, three sons and two daughters.

	JOSEPH P. KINNEY, a son of Isaac Kinney, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., June 22, 1827.  He married Rosala McGlennen, of Ohio, September 17, 1868.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have two children, Eva Jane and Joe Emma. He owns a farm of 400 acres, and is following farming as his vocation.

	GEORGE STEWART, a son of Samuel Stewart, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va.  He married Martha Stephenson, of Beaver county, Pa., in 1841.  They settled in Grant district.  He followed farming as his vocation until in May, 1876.  They moved to East Liverpool, Ohio, where they are now living.  They reared a family of two sons, John D. and Robert F.

	JOHN D. STEWART, was born February 14, 1842, in Hancock county, W. Va., and married Rachel A. Baxter in 1865.  They settled on the farm where they are now living. They have a family of seven children, five sons and two daughters.  He has followed farming as his vocation.

	ROBERT G. STEWART, son of Samuel Stewart, was born August 14th, 1835, in now Hancock county, W.Va.  H married Ruth A. Gallaher in 1859.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of six children—two sons and four daughters.  He has followed farming as his vocation.

	JAMES M. STEWART, a son of Benjamin Stewart, was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, January 29, 1843.  He married Sarah M. Rogers in 1876.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have two children—son and daughter.  He has followed framing as his vocation.

	BENJAMIN STEWART, a son of William Stewart, was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1814.  He married Mary Ann Warwic, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in 1842.  They settled on the farm where his companion is now living.  He deceased in October 1878.  They reared a family of seven children—five sons and two daughters.  One of the sons is deceased.  He has followed farming as his vocation.  His son William served seventeen months in the war of 1861, in company I Twelfth Virginia Regiment.

	JONATHAN J. ALLISON, son of James Allison, was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1840.  He married Mary A. Allison, April 6th, 1854.  They settled on the farm, in Grant district, where they are now living.  They have a family of eight children—four sons and four daughters.  He has followed farming as his principal vocation

	ALEXANDER ALLISON was born in Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1825.  He married Elizabeth S. Snowden, daughter of William Snowden, deceased, in 1856.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of six children--three sons and three daughters.  He follows farming as his occupation.

	GEORGE ALLISON was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1795; he married Jane Glenn, of said county, in 1816.  In 1824, he, with his wife and four children, James, Robert, Mary and Elizabeth, came and settled on King’s creek, now Hancock county, W. Va., where they remained until in 1829, when they removed and settled on the north branch of Tomlinson’s run, where he is still living.  One more son, Alexander, was born to them after their settlement in West Virginia; has followed farming as his vocation; his wife died in November, 1866.

	DAVID ALLISON, a son of Ross Allison, deceased, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., June 14, 1844.  Married Elizabeth J. Allison, daughter of Thomas Allison.  They settled on his father’s farm, where they remained until 1872, then they moved on the farm where the are now living; he is following the manufacturing of staves in connection with farming as his vocation.

	CHARLES ALLISON, a son of Jonathan Allison, deceased, was born in now Hancock county W. Va., December 11, 1805, on the farm now owned by Jonathan Allison, in Grant district.  Was brought up a farmer, and has followed that as his vocation.  His education consisted of what could be obtained in the common schools of those days.  Married Sarah White, who bore him four children, Samuel, James, Mary and Nancy; his companion died September 1, 1851; he married Mary Garvin, April 29, 1852, who bore him one daughter, Susan Virginia; he owns a farm of 175 acres, located in Grant district.  Served as constable for eight years.

	JAMES ALLISON, a son of Jonathan Allison, deceased, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., October 2, 1809.  He has followed farming as his vocation.  At present he owns 606 acres of land in Grant district.  He married Sarah Pugh, daughter of Peter Pugh, November 25, 1830.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They raised a family of eight children, Jonathan J., Sarah Ann, Nancy Jane, Peter P., Adaline, James W., Charles and William W., who served six months in the war of 1861, in the Twelfth Virginia Regiment, and died at Winchester, May 13, 1863.  Peter P. Allison served nearly three years in the war of 1861, in the Twelfth Virginia Regiment.

	JOHN WILSON was born in 1818, on King’s creek, Hancock county, W. Va.  Located in Fairview in 1841.  Finished learning the saddle and harness trade after removing to said village.  Went into partnership with his brother in 1846 in that business, carrying on a shop until 1852, when his brother migrated to California.  Married Miss Elizabeth Owings in 1846.  He purchased his partner’s interest and continued the business himself.  Elected sheriff in 1870, and re-elected in 1872.  He was appointed post master under President Buchanan.  Was again appointed under President Johnson’s administration.  He is still engaged in the saddlery business in Fairview.  Is a member of the Christian Church.  Has a family of eight children, seven boys and one girl.

	J. G. HUNTER, blacksmith, Fairview, was born march 21, 1844, in Washington county Pa.  Came with his grandmother to Fairview when very young.  At an early age he apprenticed to learn the blacksmith trade with J. W. Allison and remained in his employ about ten years.  Married Mrs. Adaline Scott, nee Allison, in 1868.  They have a family of eight children.  In 1872 he erected a shop 40 x 40 feet and started on his own account.  They are members of the Presbyterian Church, Fairview.

	GEORGE W. STEWART, was born Jan. 18, 1844, and worked at farming until he reached the age of 25.  Married Miss Dora Morrow of Fairview, January 24, 1872.  In 1873, he took charge of the Virginia House, and has been engaged in that business ever since.  He learned dentistry, and commenced practicing in 1877, in connection with the Hotel.  They have a family of three children, Alexander T., James J. and Cora B.

	JOHN BISMAN, cabinet maker, Fairview, was born in Bavaria, Germany, March 8, 1831, and emigrated to America, landing at New Orleans in 1848, where he remained a few months, and then removed to Pittsburgh, Pa., living in that city four years working at his trade.  Was married to Miss Rebecca Berris, a resident of Somerset county, Pa.  In 1852, he moved to Fairview, and engaged, as a journeyman a short time, and then purchased his employer’s shop, continuing the business ever since.  He has a family of two boys and two girls.  Shop located on High street.

	JOHN BROEBECK, miller, at present proprietor of the Eureka mills, formerly known as the Fairview mills, was born in the Shenandoah Valley, near Strasburgh, Va., in 1837.   Followed farming there for several years, and then removed to Hancock county, in 1859; married Miss Rebecca Pugh. In 1862, enlisted in Company I, 12 Regiment West Virginia, serving three years. Was under Gen. Milroy, when he was driven from Winchester, and also in a charge made near Petersburg.  Come in possession of his mill in 1873.  This mill was erected in 1828, by a Mr. Silverthorn, and is an old but substantial mill yet, and still retains its reputation for the manufacture of excellent flour.

	W. W. MORROW, farmer, was born in Fairview, July 14, 1839.  He remained with his father until about 1861, when he enlisted in the three months’ service.  In 1862 recruited Company D, First Virginia Artillery and received his commission as senior lieutenant in August 14, 1862, serving seventeen months.  Mostly engaged in the employ of the government, from the beginning of the war to the close, in recruiting soldiers for old companies.  On the 17th August, 1863, he was united in marriage to Miss K. C. Anderson.  In 1865 he commenced farming, which avocation he still follows.  Pays some attention to stock raising. He has a family of six children.

	WILLIAM DEVER, a son of John Dever, whose father migrated from Germany and settled in Maryland, in the latter end of the last century.  Was a soldier of the war of 1812, and fought under General Harrison on the frontier.  He afterward migrated to Beaver county, Pennsylvania.  His family numbered eight children.  Died at the age of 76.  John was his youngest son, who had a family of twelve children, all of whom are still living, our subject being the eldest, was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in 1834.  At the age of sixteen he left home and came to Hancock county and apprenticed himself to G. V. Swearingen, to learn the mill-wright business, serving three years, under instruction, after which time he followed that trade on his own account until the breaking out of the rebellion, when he enlisted in Company K, Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry.  Served under General McClellan in the early campaign and was in the engagement at Rich Mountain.  Owing to the great exposure he was subject to in the march and in the camp, his health failed him, and he was honorably discharged from the army.  He returned home and married Mrs. Swearingen in 1862.  Is principally engaged at farming.  He and his family are members of the Presbyterian church of Fairview.

	GEORGE BAXTER, (Curley,) was born near Fairview, August 19th, 1828.  His father moved from near Wellsburg, where he was born.  He married in 1818, and his wife lived but a few years.  In 1825 he was again united in marriage, to Miss Ruth McGuire, who was born on the Hooker farm, not far from where he lived.  Our subject remained with his father, assisting him in farming and attended the common schools.  On the 18th day of August, 1870, he married Mss Eliza Kinney, daughter of Mr. Isaac Kinney.  He has been engaged in farming most of his life, and owns the old homestead, where he is now living.

	T .J. MARSHALL, mail carrier, was born near Fairview, Hancock county, West Virginia, April 5th, 1828.  He remained with his father, assisting him on the farm and attending school until he arrived at the age of twenty, then went to buying horses and taking them east for market, and followed that business for five years.  In 1852, he was married, and then went to farming for a short time, after which he took a contract for carrying the mail from Fairview to Wellsville, which he continued about eight years. In 1870 he took another contract for carrying the mail from Fairview to McCoy’s Station.  On this route he runs a hack in connection, carrying passengers to and from the railroad.  Had a family of four children—one of whom is dead.

CLAY AND BUTLER DISTRICTS.

            A.  MANYPENNY, was born April 1, 1821, in Washington county, Pa.  Reared in Jefferson county, Ohio. Came to now Hancock county, West Va., in 1848 0r 1850.  Followed farming as his vocation for about five years.  In 1853 or 1854, he, in company with two of his brothers, purchased the Aetna Fire Brick Works, which business he is following s his vocation at present.  Married Elizabeth Robb, June 7, 1857.  Their union resulted in nine children, six sons and three daughters.

J. MANYPENNY, was born in Washington county, Pa., in 1819.  He was taken to Jefferson county, Ohio, in 1825 by his father; remained until 1843, then he came to now Hancock county, West Va., and commenced digging clay at the Aetna Fire Bricks Works.  In 1853 he, in company with his brother, purchased these works, and began operating them in 1854, and has been closely applying himself to the fire brick business since that time.  Married Nancy A. Robb, who bore him eleven children, all of whom are living.

B. F. SHANE was born June 2, 1825, in Jefferson county, Ohio, and brought up on a farm; he attained a common school education.  In 1852 he married Emily Stewart.  Their union resulted in ix children; his wife deceased in 1877; he has followed the manufacturing of fire-bricks since 1871 as his vocation.

D. DIXON was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, April 27, 1852.  He was brought up on a farm; received his education at common and graded schools; moved to Hancock county, West Virginia, in the spring of 1867; worked two years in the pottery at the Black Horse Works, and nine years for Shane in the fire brick business, and at present is a partner in the Black Diamond fire brick works.  He married Emma Hunter in 1877.  Their union has resulted in one child.

WILLIAM HAMILTON was born in Ireland in 1835.  He came to America in 1854, and located at Freeman’s landing, Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1855.  Married Mary E. Grimes in 1856.  They settled in New Cumberland in 1870, where they are now living.  They have a family of seven children—five sons and two daughters.  He is foreman of yard No. 2, at the Clifton Works, and has held that position for eight years.

JAMES R. CARSON, a son of Samuel Carson, deceased, was born in now Hancock county, West Virginia, in 1807.  He learned the tailor trade and followed that as his vocation for thirty-five years, then he changed his occupation to farming, and is pursuing that as his vocation at present.  He married Sarah Conley of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in 1835.  They settled in Washington county, Pennsylvania, remained four years, and then moved on the farm, where they are now living, in Clay district, Hancock county, West Virginia.  They reared eight children—Martin S., Samuel H., John M., James A., David M., William W., Matthew B., and Sarah W.  His companion died in 1871.  Martin L. served two years in the war of 1861, in Company I, of the Twelfth Virginia Regiment.

EDWARD CAMPBELL was born in Ireland in 1827.  He emigrated to America in 1848, landing at New York, thence to Philadelphia, where he remained four years.  In 1852 he came to New Cumberland, and married Esther Herron in 1854.  They settled in Monroe county, Ohio, where they remained two years, then returned to Hancock county, W. Va., purchased the farm on which they are now living, containing 143 acres, and has followed farming as his vocation since that time.  Their union resulted in four children, two sons and two daughters.  The sons are deceased.

GEORGE B. HOBBS, a son of Hanson Hobbs, was born in now Hancock county, W. Va., December 19, 1831.  He married Mary J. Jones in 1860, daughter of Wm. Jones.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They have a family of three children, two sons and one daughter.  He is following farming as his vocation.

ALEXANDER EDIE, a son of John Edie, deceased, was born on he farm where he is now living, in Clay district now Hancock county, W. Va., in 1803. He was reared a farmer and followed that as his vocation during life.  His education was that obtained in the common schools of his minority days. He married Margaret Moore, daughter of Thomas and Mary Moore, in 1823.  They settled on the farm where they are now living.  They reared a family of ten children—Thomas, John, Abraham, William, Harrison, Samuel, Alexander, Lydia, Sarah F. and Rebecca.  He is still living and enjoying good health for one of his age.

JOHN C. CRAWFORD, a son of Robert Crawford, was born in 1830, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He came with his father to Butler district, Hancock county, West Virginia, and located on the James W. Brown farm, which his father purchased in 1949.  He assisted him in farming as his vocation.  In 1857 he took charge of the farm, and has been engaged in that business since. He married Miss Mary Porter, daughter of James S. Porter, of same county.  They have a family of five children—James P., Eliza M., William A., Amanda and George.  They are members of the Presbyterian Church.  He has been a ruling elder in the church for ten years.  He is president of the board of education, has been elected three times to that position.

J. W. THAYER, proprietor of the New Cumberland planing mill, was born August 19th, 1839, in Fairview, and is a son of Nathan Thayer.  When sixteen years of age he engaged with Mr. Thomas, at Sloan’s Station, in Ohio, to learn the wagon-maker trade, serving an apprenticeship of three years.  Built the present planing mill in 1861.  He was married in 1865 to Miss Elizabeth Baxter, of Wellsville, Ohio, who has borne him five children—two boys and three girls.  They are members of the Presbyterian Church.  Elected in 1873-4 to the office of recorder of the incorporated village of New Cumberland.  At present he is doing a good business in the manufacture of sash, doors, &c., &c.

S. M. MORROW, of the firm of Brown & Morrow, was born in Fairview, on April 25th, 1849.  Devoted most of his boyhood days upon a farm.  In 1869 he engaged in the manufacture of agricultural implements in that village.  Removed to New Cumberland in 1876, and helped to establish the Independent newspaper of that place.

A. W. BROWN, of the Independent, was born in Wellsburg, W. Va., in 1854.  Commenced to learn the “Art Preservative,” in 1863.  Came to New Cumberland in 1876, and he, in company with S. M. Morrow, founded the Independent newspaper.  On the 25th of October, 1876, he married Miss Mary V. Morrow, of Fairview, Hancock county, W. Va..  He is a member of the Episcopal church.  They have one child.

W. B. FREEMAN, brick manufacturer, was born in Pittsburgh, in 1824. Located with his father, Thomas Freeman, in Hancock county, W. Va.., in 1835, settling at now Freeman’s Landing.  Purchased his father’s interest in the brick works in 1853, which he has ever since been operating.

SAMUEL EDIE, whose father’s name was Alexander Edie, was born in Hancock county, August 1834.  Is a farmer.  On the 18th of October, 1866 he married Miss Alice G. Hood.  Their union resulted in five children, two sons and three daughters.  His wife died October 1878.  	

JOHN KNOX, boot and shoe dealer, was born in Washington county, Pa., December 25th, 1815.  Came to Holliday’s Cove in 1837, and engaged in the boot and shoe business.  Married Miss Mary J. Smith, September 1839.  His wife died in 1844. Was married to Elizabeth Purdy, in 1845.  He is the father of six children.

William M. LEE, farmer, was born in Washington county, Pa., on the 3d of December, 1827.  Married Miss Caroline Patterson, of that county, December 11, 1850.  Settled in Holliday’s Cove in the month of August, of the year 1868.  They had a family of seven children.  He is at present filing the office of justice of the peace.

PHILIP FRESHWATER, farmer; born in Brooke county, West Va., June 7, 1810; he was raise a farmer; receiving a limited education in the common schools of those days. In September 1830, was united in bonds of matrimony to Miss Ellen Archer.  On the following October they settled on the farm upon which they are living, in Butler district, Hancock county, West Va.; his wife died on the 12th of March, 1864; has been very successful as a farmer.

REASON RALSTON, farmer; born on the farm where he is now living, October 16, 1816; was a son of Jos. Ralston; has followed farming and surveying.   In 1845 he married Miss Ellen Brice, and went to housekeeping on the old homestead; he is the father of eight children, four sons and four daughters.  Are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

DAVID GARDNER was a son of James; born September 10, 1830, in now Butler district, Hancock county; follows farming and wool-growing.  Married Miss Amanda Cully of Washington county, Pa., in 1854.  They have a family of ten children, five sons and five daughters.

JAMES PURDY, farmer; born March 17, 1817, in Westmoreland county, Pa., came with his parents to Hancock county, in 1821. Was married to Miss Mary J. Knox, of Holliday’s Cove, October 4, 1858; he settled on the farm he now occupies; is the father of six children, two sons and four daughters.

DR. E. J. OWINGS, farmer; born in Ohio in 1838, and raised in Grant county, Indiana.  Educated at Marion, Indiana. Read medicine and attended the Medical College at Cincinnati.  Practiced ten years in the state above mentioned.  In 1865 he migrated to Wheeling, West Va., and in 1866, came to Hancock county; married Miss Elizabeth Campbell, daughter of David Campbell in 1868; he then settled in the Cove, following his profession until 1874, then he moved on the farm, where they are now living.  They have a family of three children—two sons and one daughter.

	WILLIAM TRUAX was born in New Jersey, 1n 1805.  Came with his father to Brooke county when but young.  Formed the acquaintance of Miss Dorcas Stansberry, and was married to her in 1826.  She bore him four children.  Her death took place in 1834, and then he married Miss Jane Adair, of Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, in 1837.  In 1845 he moved to Washington county, Pennsylvania, where in 1864 he died.  His widow lived there until 1871, when she, with her family, returned to Hancock county, settling in Butler district, where they are still living.

	WILLIAM  MAHAN, JR., farmer.  Born in Baltimore, Md., on September 28, 1897.  Came with his father William Mahan in 1816.  He remained with his parents until eighteen years of age, then he learned the gunsmith business, which he followed for five years and then returned to farming.  On the 30th of December, 1835, he was united in marriage to Susanna Osborn.  They settled on his father’s farm, located in Brooke county, West Virginia.  In 1843 a farm was purchased by is father, for him in Butler district.  In 1862 his wife died, and in 1866 he married Miss K. J. Baker.  Farm is located near the old Henderson Mill, on King’s creek.  He is the father of four children.





	











		
	

	

